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BISHOPRIC'S    MESSAGE  FOR  WARD  HISTORY: 


As  the  current  bishopric  of  the  Salem  Ward,  we  wish  to  express  our  deep 
appreciation  to  those  who  have  worked  so  hard  and  given  of  their  time  so 
unselfishly  to  compile  this  history. 

Contained  herein  is  more  than  the  pictures  and  dates  of  bygone  days;    it 
represents  the  history  and  development  of  a  community  and  a  Ward  and 
all  of  the  struggles,  tears  and  successes  of  a  group  of  people  united  by  the 
common  bond  of  the  Gospel .    Even  though  it  is  hard  for  us  to  imagine  the 
hardships  and  trials  of  days  gone  by,  we  can  see  the  strength  of  character 
as  it  is  etched  in  the  faces  of  our  Senior  Citizens  as  they  continue  to  guide 
us  and  bless  us  with  their  wisdom  and  faith,  and  even  more  we  see  it  in  the 
character  of  the  young  people  who  are  products  of  good  homes ,  an  active 
Ward  and  a  community  that  cares  about  their  young  people. 

As  the  Salem  Ward  undergoes  a  major  transition  with  lots  of  new  homes, 
new  faces  and  new  challenges,  as  we  change  from  an  agriculture  oriented 
group  of  people  to  one  where  most  of  us  make  our  living  in  town,  it  is 
hoped  that  we  can  always  remember  those  who  made  it  so  nice  for  us  and 
that  we  can  carry  on  with  the  same  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  Church  and  to 
all  it  stands  for  so  that  we  can  bless  the  future  generations  as  those  who 
have  gone  before  have  blessed  us. 

Sincerely, 


SALEM  WARD  BISHOPRIC 


Former  Salem  Ward  Bishoos 


GEORGE  H.  B.  HARRIS 
1884  to  1900 


VICTOR  HEGSTED 
1900  to  1905 


BERNICE   HARRIS 
1905  to  1921 


ORVAL   P.  MORTENSEN 
1935  to  1945 


GEORGE   HOGG 
1921  to  1926 


GEORGE  S.  TANNER 
1826  to  1930 


DAVID   W.  ARCHIBALD 
1930  to  1935 


JOSEPH   FRANCIS  BELNAP 
1945  to  1948 


Gerald  Larsen 
19U9  to  1957 


Gorden  Shirley 
1957  to  1962 


Phill  AjWorlton 
1962  to  1968 


1810    The  beginning  of  the  settlement  of  Snake  River  Country 
And  the  settlement  of  Salem  then  and  now  as  I  see  it    1971 


1810  The  settlement  of  North  Snake  River  Co^jntry  near  Fort  Henry 
was  commenced  by  Aadrew  Henry  and  about  a  dozen  companions,  who 

1811  were  in  this  country  during  the  winter  of  1810  and  1811.  They 
established  a  post  called  Fort  Henry  on  the  south  side  of  the 
North  Fork  of  the  Snake  River  about  three -eigths  of  a  mile  east 
of  the  present  Salem-Parker  Highway-  The  Wilson  Hunt  Price 
expedition  stopped  there  m  the  fall  of  1811   This  party  left 
their  horses  with  some  Indians  and  launched  fifteen  canoes  on 
the  Snake  River.  The  fort  site  was  not  established  until  1933 , 
when  a  rock  at  a  depth  of  five  [5'j  was  dug  up  with  the  chisled 
inscription  "Fort  Henry  by  Captain  Hunt  "  From  this  time  on, 

1879    numerous  trappers  visited  this  territory  until  1879-  When 

Thomas  (Bill)  McMm  came,  Thomas  settled  m  the  Egin  area  and 
William  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  near  the  old  Fort  Henry, 
and  not  too  far  from  the  ford  across  the  Snake  River,  He  and 
his  family  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  near  there   As  a  small 
boy  I  remember  playing  around  the  old  rock  fireplace c  J.  F. 
Belnap  (Frank) ,  The  Indians  burned  the  old  Fort  - 

1883  In  the  summer  and  fall  of  1885,  a  few  men  came  to  this 
area  and  laid  claun  on  property.  Among  those  who  came  were 
•John  M  Branon,  Ar/is  Dille,  Hans  P  Jensen,  George  P-  Ward^ 
George  H  B,  Harris;  Cyrus  Ro  J.  Harris  came  m  December  1883, 
and  about  the  same  time,  James  H  Wilson  and  H-  P,  Hanson  came-- 
and  maybe  some  others.   It  seems  that  the  married  men  returned 
to  their  homes  for  the  winter  and  came  back  in  the  spring, 

1884  Some  other  families  came  here  m  1884   That  summer  small 
tracts  of  land  were  planted,  and  some  crops  were  har/ested 
Their  first  attempts  to  grow  aifalta  failed,  so  they  had  to  cut 
wild  grass  for  hay„  It  was  hard  to  get  the  water  to  run  out  on 
the  land  even  though  they  had  quite  a  bit  of  itc 

President  Thomas  E„  Ricks  called  a  meeting  at  the  home  of 

1884  George  P  Ward  for  November  23,  1884   This  home  was  built  of 
logs  and  had  a  dirt  floor  and  roof-  David  Nelson  gave  the  open- 
ing prayer   President  Ricks  explained  that  the  purpose  of  the 
meet:Lng  was  to  organize  a  Ward  and  select  a  townsite   The  name 
of  the  Ward  was  to  be  called  Salem  after  the  ancient  Salem  m 
the  Bible,  meaning  peace, 

George  H,  Bo  Harris  was  chosen  and  sustained  as  Bishop  and 
Set  apart  by  President  Ricks.  Brother  Dustin  gave  his  lesti - 
money  -Song,  "Come  Let  Us  Anew  Our  Journey  Pursue-"  The  town 
site  and  name  were  selected  by  President  Ricks  and  Presiding 
Bishop  Mn  B  Preston 

The  Ward  boundries  weie  east  and  west  to  the  Teton  Rivers 
from  the  present  south  boundary  of  the  Jolin  Hegsted  and  Harris 
farms,  And  north  to  the  Snake  River,  then  east  to  the  junction 
of  the  North  and  South  branches  of  the  Teton  River o 

1885  January  5,  1885   at  the  Stake  Priesthood  meeting,  Henry 
Wilson  was  sustained  as  First  Counselor  to  Bishop  Harris,  and 


1885     Set  apart  by  President  Ricks  and  Counselor  Francis  C-  Gunnel, 
President  Ricks  being  mouth   January  31,  1885  -  Bishop  Harris 
reported  to  the  Stake  that  Salem  was  gathering  material  for  a 
meeting  house,  February  7,  1885  -  David  Nelson  was  sustained 
as  Second  Counselor  to  Bishop  Harris  and  Set  apart  by  l\ta.  F. 
Rigby, 

February  25,  1885  -  Salem  was  officially  made  a  Ward  by 
Apostle  John  W.  Taylor  and  Bishop  Watson  of  the  19th  Ward  of 
Salt  Lake  City;  at  the  home  of  George  P.  Wardc 

The  Salem  Sunday  School  was  organized  February  7,  1885, 
with  Arvis  C  Dille  as  Superintendent  and  Joseph  as  a  Counselor 
and  Alfred  Hansen  over  the  North  Salem  Sunday  School o 

1894         I  found  the  following  of  Ward  Clerks  in  the  Salem  Ward 
Historical  records  in  the  Church  Historian's  Office  in  Salt 
Lake  Cityc  This  is  a  copy:  Until  1894  there  wasn't  any 
regular  appointed  Ward  Clerk  at  Salem,  but  on  August  17,  1894, 
Gotlieb  Bohi  was  appointed  Ward  Clerk  and  still  acted  in  that 
capacity  December  31,  1900. 

1885  March  29,  1885  -  the  people  of  Salem  have  enough  seed 
grain  to  plant  their  crops.  They  planted  three  (3)  acres  for 
missionary  purposes. 

May  6,  1885  -  the  first  meeting  house  was  completed  on  the 
Larsen  farm,  made  of  quaking  aspen  log::,  measuring  16'  by  20' 
and  with  dirt  floor  and  roof   This  was  also  used  as  a  school 
house   It  was  later  moved  to  a  hillside  about  three-eigths  of 
a  mile  east  of  the  present  old  brick  school  by  the  Lamar 
Mortensen  home^   It  was  used  as  a  school  until  the  brick  school 
was  finished;  it  had  two  rooms  at  first,  then  two  more  were 
built  on   The  first  two  rooms  were  finished  in  1905= 

The  second  meeting  house  was  completed  on  the  Salem  town- 
site  May  16,  1885   It  was  built  of  pine  logs  and  had  a  dirt 
floor  and  roof.  Later  a  wooden  floor  was  added  measuring 
16 '  by  20 ' . 

July  3  -  crops  are  favorable,  squirrels  destruction  was 
considerable   August  15,  1885  -   Ward  in  good  condition.  Com- 
pleted boom  on  the  Snake  River,  This  was  used  to  hold  logs 
and  also  to  take  them  out  of  the  river 

November  1885  -  the  Salem  Relief  Society  was  organized  with 
Mary  Ward  as  President ^  Victoria  Harris  and  Rosa  Nelson  as 
Counselors. 

The  first  crop  of  wheat  was  harvested  m  the  fall  of  1885, 
Each  farmer  had  a  few  sacks  They  were  thrashed  by  a  Mr  Poole 
from  west  and  south  of  Rexburg, 

1886  The  first  school  was  held  m  the  winter  of  1885  §  86  with 
Joseph  Larsen  as  the  teacher >  The  next  teacher  was  George  Henry 
Abbott  Harris   This  was  a  tuition  school.  The  first  public 


school  began  about  1888  -  The  teacher  was  a  young  man  by  the 
name  of  Leach.  The  log  school  #1,  on  school  pictures,  was  this 
school  house  built  about  this  time  on  the  south  east  comer  o£ 
the  present  Vem  Davidson  Block. 

1886  The  M.I.A„  was  organized  m  the  fall  of  1886,  with  Hyrum 
Jacobs  as  President,  with  Charles  Valentine  and  Hans  Peter  Jensen 
as  Counselors,  and  Mary  Harris  was  chosen  as  President  of  the 
Young  Ladies . 

1887  The  Primary  was  organized  in  1887  with  Caroline  Jacobs 

as  President  and  Caroline  Larsen  and  Martha  Jane  Jacobs  as  Coun- 
selors o 
1890        May  11,  1890  -  Henry  Wilson  was  released  as  a  Counselor 

to  Bishop  George  H.  Be  Harris  and  Augustus  Weber  Belnap  sustained 
as  a  Counselor  in  his  place., 

1894  February  4,  1894  -  a  new  meeting  house  was  completed, 
measuring  26'  by  44',  made  of  pine  logs,  shingle  roof,  lumber 
floor,  a  raised  stand,  and  a  porch  on  the  front,  A  model  picture 
will  be  found  in  the  church  pictures. 

1895  March  2,  1895  -  Salem  was  divided  taking  the  west  side,  thus 
making  the  Hibbard  Ward,  During  Bishop  Hams"  time  they  started 
hauling  rock  for  the  church. 

1900         December  31,  1900  ~  Salem  Ward  had  573  members  comprising 

80  families:  14  High  Priests,  14  Seventys,  63  Elders,  13  Priests, 

8  teachers,  22  Deacons,  226  Lay  Members,  and  213  children  under 

8  years  of  age^ 
1900         Bishop  George  H,  B.  Harris  and  Counselors  were  released  in 

1900  with  a  vote  of  thanks. 

Victor  Hegsted  was  sustained  as  Bishop  of  the  Salem  Ward 

with  Alfred  Ricks  and  Thomas  Grover  as  Counselors.  Above  date. 

Apostle  John  Henry  Smith  and  President  Thomas  E„  Ricks  and 

Counselors  were  present  at  this  meeting. 

The  first  lumber  school  house  was  built  probably  m  the 
1890's--no  date   It  had  two  class  rooms  downstairs  and  two 
upstairs,  and  later  another  addition  of  the  same  size  was  built 
on„  This  building  had  a  Belfry  and  tower   This  school  was  used 
until  the  new  rock  school  was  finished  m  1908- -around  Christmas 
or  a  little  after „ 

Under  Bishop  Hegsted  and  Counselors,  the  people  of  Salem 
Ward  continued  hauling  rock  for  the  new  meeting  house   Work  on 
this  building  pushed  forward.  They  did  a  wonderful  job.  The 
supervising  carpenter  was  Eric  Hansen »  He  lived  on  the  place 
where  Jerry  Harris  now  lives. 

1905  Bishop  Hegsted  and  Counselors  were  released  January  29, 
1905  with  a  vote  of  appreciation  for  service, 

Bemice  R.  Harris  was  sustained  as  the  Bishop  of  Salem 
Ward  with  Harvey  Roylance  and  Andrew  J.  Anderson  as  Counselors » 

1906  During  their  time,  the  rock  meeting  house  was  completed  in 
1906.  The  painters  were  Peter  C,  Stephenson  and  0  F.  Ursenbach. 
A  piece  of  tin  was  found  tacked  in  the  tower  with  a  scroll 
painted  on  it  with  the  inscription  "Salem  Church  Painted  by 
Peter  Stephenson  and  0.  F.  Ursenbach,  August  1906 -"  They  held 

1907  the  dedication  service  m  1907   llie  cost  of  the  building  was 
$18,000.  Olaus  Aasa  was  also  a  finish  carpenter- -Edward  Person, 
rock  and  masonry. 
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Later  Bishop  Harris  and  Counselors  were  released,  and  James 
F.  Shirley  and  Heber  Roylance  were  sustained  as  Counselors. 
During  their  time  the  old  lumber  school  was  purchased  by  the 
Ward  and  remodeled  for  a  Ward  amusement  hall.  The  upstairs  had 
a  kitchen  and  a  large  banquet  or  party  room.  Downstairs  had  a 
dance  hall,  a  stage  for  plays,  and  we  also  played  basketball  in 
it.  It  was  used  for  about  20  years.  The  Geneological  Society 
was  26,  Februar)^  1921. 

1921         Bishop  Bemice  R.  Harris  having  served  as  Bishop  Salem 
Ward  since  January  29,  1905,  and  having  moved  from  the  Ward, 
was  honorably  released  September  25,  1921,  George  Hogg  was 
sustained  as  Bishop  with  Charles  Virgin  1st  Counselor  and 
David  W.  Archibald  2nd  Counselor.  We  regret  very  much  that  we 
don't  have  very  much  information  on  their  time  as  leaders  of 
the  Ward,  but  I  do  know  from  my  o\\n  experiences  that  they 
served  the  Ward  ver>^  faithfully.  Bishop  Hogg  was  a  good  Bishop 
and  he  had  good  Counselors,  and  they  all  had  good  families. 

1925  Ward  conference  was  held  April  26,  1925,  Stake  President 
Mark  Austin  and  Counselors  James  Blake  and  Nathon  Ricks  were 
present.  June  15,  1925  -  Mary  Read  Belnap,  wife  of  Augustus 
W.  Belnap  and  a  faithful  woman  and  Primary  worker,  died., 

1926  May  2,  1926  -  Brother  Heber  C,  Roylance.  A  large  crowd 
attended  his  funeral.  He  was  a  very  faithful  man.  Peter 
Jensen  returned  from  a  Mission  May  16,  1926. 

There  was  a  Relief  Society  Conference  held  on  June  20,  The 
Stake  Board  and  a  large  crowd  of  108  members  attended,  Sunday 
Conference  was  also  held  that  day  with  the  Stake  Board  in 
attendance  and  141  present  ^  Ward  Conference  was  held  July 
8,  1926  with  the  Bishopric  present.  The  Stake  President  Cont. 
Peter  J.  Ricks  and  Vem  V.  Duke  Stake  Clerk  was  there  and 
137  members  were  present. 

1926  September  29,  1926  -  The  Ward  was  reorganized.  The  Bishop 
and  Counselors  were  released =  Sustained  Bishop  George  S, 
Tanner,  Orval  P.  Mortensen  1st  Counselor,  Joseph  Francis  Belnap 
2nd  Counselor,  President  George  S.  Romney  -  Presiding,  Peter 
Ricks  and  Aurthur  Porter  -  Counselors  were  present, 

October  10  -  most  organizations  were  reorganized.  They  will 
reappear  elswhere. 

1927  Annual  Ward  Reunion  was  held  February  25  ^  27,  1927  - 

230  attended.  A  bazaar  was  held  with  it  to  raise  money  to  pay 
Ward  debt,  $200  was  raised.  The  Tithing  Crane r>',  not  being 
used  any  more,  was  sold  to  David  Hirschi  for  $125. 
Bishop  Tanner  left  for  summer  school  at  Provo  on  May  20,  On 
June  9,  Orpha  Shelton  died.  She  had  held  a  number  of  offices. 
She  was  reared  by  Augustus  and  Mary  Belnap. 
Things  look  toward  an  excellent  crop  this  year.  September- - 
A  splendid  crop  is  being  reaped.  There  is  60  bushels  to  the 
acre  of  wheat  and  the  beets  are  looking  good.   It  is  an  unusu- 
ally good  year  for  the  farmers. 
1927        November  27  -  A  Ward  Conference  was  held.  The  mam  topic 
was  the  faithful  attendance  at  Sacrament  Meetings.  During  the 
last  three  months  a  few  important  things  have  taken  place. 
Owing  to  the  good  harvest,  the  people  were  liberal  with  their 
donations  to  the  Ward,  making  it  possible  to  pay  off  all  the 
Ward  debts. 


Our  Ward  was  one  of  the  first  if  not  the  first ^  to  sell  all  of 
its  tickets  and  more  than  its  allotment  to  pay  for  the  Pipe 
Organ  in  the  Tabernacle.  December  31  -  during  the  year,  six 
Missionaries,  two  short  term  and  four  long,  were  called.  The 
last  one  to  leave  was  to  report  January  9,  1928 

1928  At  the  present  tune,  things  look  toward  another  prosperous 
yearc  Three  more  Missionaries  left  for  their  fields  of  labor, 
A  Ward  reunion  was  held  16  §  17,  and  everyone  had  a  splendid 
time^  On  February  3  Barbara  Rae  Willis,  daughter  of  James 
George  Willis,  died,   Three  days  later  his  wife  Jessie  died 
Primary  Conference  was  held  on  March  18  with  220  present o 
About  June  10,  a  terrific  hail  storni  swept  through  the  commun- 
ity doing  a  great  deal  of  damage,  especially  through  the 
northern  part  of  the  Ward,  July  15,  1928  -  A  Ward  Conference 
was  held  with  125  present- -about  25  percent  of  the  Ward   The 
annual  Ward  Conference  was  held  on  November  18,  1928   Our 
Ward  has  made  a  remarkable  record.  It  has  obtained  100  present 
life  memberships  in  the  YcM.Md.Ac,  Salem  being  the  first  Ward 
in  Idaho  or  Utah.   It  contains  46  members, 

1929  There  were  no  changes  this  quarter.  A  Ward  reunion  was 
held  February  22,  1929c  Keith  Hendricks  drowned  m  the  Snake 
River.  He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  §  Mrs.  John  H-  Hendricks-  The 
funeral  was  held  m  Salem  and  he  was  buried  m  Ashton   The 
annual  Ward  Conference  was  held  on  October  13,  1929  with  139 
present.   It  was  attended  by  President  George  S-  Romney,  Peter 
J  Ricks  -  Counselor,  and  Arthur  Porter  -  Counselor c 

1930  January  12  -  Leo  Shirley  was  released  as  Ward  Clerko 
Wray  Hegsted  was  sustained  m  his  place 

February  9  -  Primar>^  Conference  was  held   January  26  -  Peter 
Jc  Ricks  attended  the  Sacrament  Meeting.  February  6  -  An  M.IA, 
drama  was  presented   February  27  -  An  M.I, A-  opera  was  presented 
March  31  -  The  Primary  supplied  entertainment   April  6  -  100th 
Anniversary  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints, 
A  meeting  was  held 

May  11,  1930  -   The  Ward  was  reorganized   Bishop  Tanner  and  his 
Counselors  were  released,  and  sustained  were  David  W  Archibald 
Bishop,  Orval  P-  Mortensen  -  1st  Counselor,  Grant  R-  Bowen 
2nd  Counselor,  and  WYay  Hegsted  -  Ward  Clerk-  Attending  this 
meeting  was  President  George  S.  Romney  and  Peter  J=  Ricks 

Bishop  Archibald  and  Counselors  had  the  usual  problems 
along  with  many  others   1930  through  1935  were  depression 
years,  but  our  Ward  was  spiritually  active   Ue  v\ron  the  Stake 
Banner  for  attendance  at  Sacrament  Meeting   The  highest  single 
meeting  was  76  percent  with  a  yearly  average  of  40  percent 
There  was  the  usual  changes  of  officers   We  regret  that  we 
cannot  find  furthur  information  during  their  tune,  but  I  do  know 
that  we  had  Ward  reunions,  plays,  and  Christmas  parties . 

We  had  a  hot  dry  summer  in  1930c  The  decline  in  prices 
had  started  and  things  gradually  grew  worse   We  had  v^ery  little 
snow,  the  drought  serious  because  of  no  ram,  and  we  ran  out  of 
water  about  July  12.  Things  went  from  bad  to  worse   Ulreat  drop- 
ped to  24(f  per  bushel,  cows  sold  for  $6,  a  horse  for  $15,  pigs 
for  $2,  cream  Hi   per  lb.  of  butter  fat,  and  eggs  8(^  per  dozen. 


1932         In  the  fall,  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  was  elected  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  The  winter  of  1933  §  1934 
was  like  spring- -no  snow,  a  little  rain,  and  wanUc  The  summer 
of  1934  was  the  worst  drought  this  country  ever  had.  The  crops 
that  were  planted  early  burnt  ripe,  and  the  crops  planted  late 
burnt  up.  Only  one  crop  of  hay  was  harvested.   In  March  1934 
prices  started  going  up.  Quite  a  few  fanners  and  stock  men  lost 
about  all  they  had.  There  was  a  serious  shortage  of  hay  and 
some  stock  died  for  want  of  feed. 

1935  We  had  plenty  of  snow  this  winter,  three  feet  deep,  and  a 
lot  of  wind.  We  had  a  late  spring.  (The  above  was  taken  from 
J.  F.  Belnap's  history). 

May  12,  1935  -  Bishop  David  W.  Archibald  and  Counselors 
Orval  P.  Mortensen  and  Grant  R.  Bowen  and  Officers  were  released. 

1935        May  12,  1935  -  Orval  P.  Mortensen  was  sustained  Bishop  of 

the  Salem  Ward,  with  Grant  R.  Bowen  1st  Counselor,  Fay  Ec  Wasden 
2nd  Counselor,  and  Wray  W.  Hegsted  Ward  Clerk.  The  Ward  reunion 
was  held  at  Warm  River  on  June  21 o  A  large  percent  of  the  Ward 
enjoyed  itc  Stake  reports  of  June  30.  During  their  time,  the 
old  Amusement  Hall  was  sold  to  Robert  Hirschi.  He  took  it  down 
and  from  it  he  built  his  homoc  The  old  Tithing  Office  which  had 
been  changed  to  a  Scout  Hall  was  moved  to  the  west  side  of  Rock 
Church  House,  where  it  still  stands  unused.  The  basement  floor 
in  the  Church  House  was  removed  because  of  decaying  and  a  cement 
floor  replaced  it„  The  partitions  were  also  removed.   It  was 
used  for  class  rooms,  parties,  and  dancing. 

1944  October  31  -  Opening  Social  for  M.IoA.  was  held., 
November  24  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  LaRene  Covington, 
November  26  -  Ward  Conference  was  held  with  Arthur  Porter  and 
Frank  Davis  attending. 

1945  January  19  -  M.I. A,  Gold  and  Green  Ball  was  held  in  the 
High  School  Gymnasium. 

February  18  -  A  special  meeting  was  held  to  discuss  plans  for 

a  new  Chapel. 

March  1  -  Ward  reunion  was  held. 

April  9  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Fred  Withers,  a  long 

time  member  of  the  Ward. 

April  29  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Lee  Barret,  killed 

in  action  in  Europe. 

August  5  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Vaughn  Bagley. 

In  1945  Bishop  Mortensen  ^  Counselors  started  to  obtain 
money  to  add  to  the  present  meeting  house  or  for  a  new  one^ 
When  they  were  released  they  had  $1,280  in  the  building  fund. 
October  28  -  A  Stake  Conference  was  held  with  Joseph  Fielding 
Smith  and  Albert  E.  Bowen  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 
in  charge.  The  Rexburg  Stake  was  divided,  making  a  new  Stake 
called  North  Rexburg.  Bishop  Mortensen  was  made  Stake  Presidents 
Leon  Strong  1st  Counselor,  Edwin  Flamm  2nd  Counselor,  and 
Douglas  Pincock  Stake  Clerk.  Mortensen  was  released  as  Bishop 
on  November  18,  1945. 

1945        November  18  -  Ward  Conference  was  held  in  Salem  and  was 
attended  by  the  new  Stake  Presidency.  Orval  P.  Mortensen  was 
released  as  Bishop  of  Salem  Ward.  Sustained  as  Bishop  was 


Joseph  Francis  Belnap,  with  Vernon  C.  Mortensen  1st  Counselor, 
George  Leo  Shirley  2nd  Counselor,  and  Fremont  Fullmer  Ward 
Clerk- -who  had  also  served  with  a  previous  Bishopric, 
December  10  ^  11  -  The  Relief  Society  gathered  clothing  to  send 
to  Europe.  A  Ward  party  was  held  honoring  Bishop  Mortensen  and 
Counselors  and  Officers »  Also  a  Ward  Christmas  Party  was  held 
and  both  occasions  had  a  large  attendence. 

1946  March  24  -  Thomas  Smith  Sr.,  Fredrick  A.  Shirley,  John 
Ball,  David  W.  Archibald,  and  Clyde  Calloway  were  sustained 
as  a  building  committee  for  a  new  Chapel, 

December  16,  1946  -  A  Ward  building  committee  meeting  was  heldo 
The  Bishop  reported  that  they  had  purchased  50  steel  folding 
chairs  for  the  Relief  Society,  for  which  the  Society  had  fur- 
nished the  money.  November  16  -  A  Ward  conference  was  held,. 
It  was  attended  by  President  Orval  Po  Mortensen  and  Counselor 
Edwin  C  Flamm,  The  Ward  was  fully  organized.  There  was  a 
Stake  report. 

1947  July  16  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  a  long  tune  mem- 
berof  the  Ward,  Hans  C.  Hegsted.  October  20  -  Funeral  services 
were  held  for  Lena  Anderson,  an  early  Pioneer  of  Salem o  She  was 
the  wife  of  Oscar  Anderson. 

The  Ward  had  a  clean  up  of  the  Ward  ball  park,  removing  the  trees 
and  cutting  them  up  for  wood.  A  very  large  group  turned  out  to 
help.  The  annual  Christmas  Party  was  held,  with  a  large  crowd 
enjoying  it. 

1948  March  15  -  Augustus  Weber  Belnap  passed  away  at  the  home  of 
Mabel  and  Francis  Belnap.  Funeral  services  were  held  March  17, 
The  burial  took  place  in  Wilford  Cemetary.  He  was  89  years  oldo 
The  Ward  had  a  potato  project  on  the  Hirshi  lot  m  Salem,  The 
Ward  had  a  timber  and  lumber  project  May  27,  28,  29,  and  Junel, 
1948  to  raise  money  for  the  building  fundc  During  this  time  the 
building  fund  grew  to  $5, 521, 68 --$981. 68  of  the  above  was  raised 
by  the  Relief  Society. 

The  North  Salem  School  was  closed  and  all  students  taken  to 
Sugar  schools,  making  it  necessary  that  we  change  our  Primaries., 
1948     So  August  1,  1948,  during  Sacrament  Meeting,  Bishop  Belnap  Presi- 
ding and  conducting,  released  Lucy  Bowen  and  her  officers  and 
teachers  of  the  North  Primary.  They  discontinued  having  two 
Primaries,  June  Davidson  was  sustained  President  of  the  Salem 
Ward  Primary,  with  Blanch  Drake  1st  Counselor,  and  Glenna 
Zollinger  2nd  Counselor,  The  other  officers  were  sustained 
later. 

The  lumber  sawed  from  above  the  project  was  sold  and  the  money 
was  added  to  the  building  fund  by  the  next  Bishopric 

The  annual  Christmas  Party  was  held  and  enjoyed  by  a  large 
crowd.  It  has  been  a  custom  for  years  to  have  an  annual  Christ- 
mas party  and  reunion  for  the  Ward. 

It  seems  that  the  winter  of  1949  was  rough  at  times,   1 
have  pictures  showing  snow  drifts  9  feet  deep  m  our  yard, 

December  26  -  The  Ward  was  reorganized.  Bishop  Belnap  and 
Counselors  Vernon  Mortensen  and  George  Leo  Shirley  were  released.. 

Sustained  as  Bishop  was  Gerald  Larsen,  with  Lowell  Luke 
1st  Counselor,  Wendell  Virgin  2nd  Counselor,  Freemont  Fullmer 


Ward  Clerk,  and  Lamar  Mortensen  Assistant  Clerk- 

1949  A  banquet  was  held  January  28  in  the  Tabernacle  to  raise 
funds  for  building  program. 

March  2  -  After  a  very  bad  blizzard,  funeral  services  were  held 
for  Virginia  Hansen  Jensen,  killed  in  a  car- train  wrecks  A 
lifetime  member  of  Salem  Ward, 

August  1,  1949  -  The  building  committee  held  a  meeting  and  a 
decision  was  made  to  call  a  mass  meeting  of  the  Ward,  to  discuss 
the  building  program.  The  meeting  was  held  on  August  4,  and  a 
decision  was  made  to  build  a  new  Chapel. 

1950  April  6,  1950  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Bertha  A,  Hardy 
Br  owe  r , 

May  6  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Maria  Mortensen.  She 

was  an  early  bride  and  a  Pioneer  of  Salem  Ward. 

November  19  -  A  Ward  conference  was  held. 

December  2  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Elanor  Windly 

Virgin.   (Mrs.  Charles  Virgin), 

1950  May  -  The  Aaronic  Priesthood  made  an  outing  to  Old  Fort  Lemhi 
for  the  placing  of  the  marker  and  the  dedication.  About  three 
or  four  car  loads  went  from  Salem.  Some  pictures  may  be  placed 
elsewhere  in  this  book.  There  was  a  Ward  outing  to  Girls  Camp 
that  summer. 

1951  October  29  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Garin  Fullmer,  Carol 
Johnson,  and  Howard  Bohi,  who  were  killed  in  a  car  \\Teck  near 
the  old  Wilford  Beet  Dump, 

1952  March  4  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  George  William  Harris 
who  was  bom  in  Salem. 

There  were  five  projects  held  this  quarter  to  raise  money  for 
the  building  fund.  A  banquet  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Seventys  brought  in  $1,700,  a  cooked  food  and  auction  sale 
sponsored  by  the  High  Priests  brought  in  $2,000,  a  banquet  by 
the  Elders  Quorum  brought  m  $1,200,  an  apron  party  by  the 
Primary  brought  in  $400,  and  the  Relief  Society  cooked  and 
served  a  banquet  for  the  Madison  Co-op,  bringing  in  $600 „ 

1954  September  19  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Robert  Ricks,  age 
about  33  years,  killed  in  an  early  morning  truck-train  collision 
a  few  miles  north  of  Sugar  City. 

October  24  -  A  Ward  conference  was  held,  with  250  members  present 
or  54%. 

1955  Salem  Ward  conference  was  held  on  October  16  with  all  of  the 
Stake  Presidency  and  41%  of  the  Ward  members  present. 
October  31  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Linden  Leslie 
Shirley,  17  year  old  son  of  Leslie  and  Etellyn  Shirley,  who 
shot  himself  accidently  with  a  pistol. 

December  2,  1955  -  The  west  156  feet  of  lot  2,  block  12  of 
Salem  towns ite,  was  deeded  to  the  Salem  Ward,  This  property 
belonged  to  the  Bohi  estate,  but  was  given  to  the  Ward.  The 
members  of  the  Ward  remodeled  the  house,  putting  in  water  and 
making  it  more  livable  for  Sarah  Bohi  who  is  to  have  a  home  there 
as  long  as  she  lives. 
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Salem  Ward  History  Beginning  January  1956 

1956  The  Ward  finished  remodeling  and  painting  the  Bohi  home  so  that 
Sarah  Bohi  could  move  in.  During  January,  they  built  a  bathroom 
on,  refloored  the  other  two  rooms,  installed  a  pump,  and  made  it 
a  nice,  comfortable  home  for  her. 

January  8  -  A  meeting  was  called  to  decide  what  to  do  with  the 

old  Rock  Church  House- -50  members  were  present,  and  they  voted 

to  sell  it  building  and  lot. 

January  9  -  There  was  a  meeting  held  in  the  Bishop's  Office 

including  the  Bishopric  and  a  committee  of  Edward  Rindlisbacher, 

Grant  R.  Bowen,  and  Joseph  Ball,  to  open  bids  on  the  old  Church 

House.  Bids  were  Glen  Ball,  Gordon,  and  Rodney  Shirley o   The 

Shirley  bid  for  $650  was  accepted  and  sent  to  Salt  Lake  City  for 

approve 1 . 

March  4  -  Bishop  Larsen  told  the  Priesthood  that  the  Ward  had 

to  raise  $2,700  for  the  new  building  at  Ricks  College.  The 

Bishop  thought  it  may  be  better  to  rent  a  farm  to  raise  the 

money,  and  said  Lowell  Luke  had  offered  his  for  rent  to  the 

Ward.  The  members  of  the  Priesthood  voted  in  favor  of  renting 

the  Luke  farm.  Edward  Rindlishbacher  was  appointed  Chairman  of 

the  farm  committee,  with  Joseph  Ball  and  Forland  Mortensen  as 

Assistants, 

March  18  -  Twenty-one  boys  received  individual  awards  in  the 

Aaronic  Priesthood, 

March  23  -  The  Ward  reunion  for  adults,  dinner  was  served  by  the 

Relief  Society  and  the  program  was  under  the  direction  of  the 

Mo  I. A.  with  a  dance  after.  The  children's  reunion  was  the  next 

day,  with  the  Primary  and  Sunday  School  in  charge.  Both  were 

very  fine,  and  both  had  a  very  good  attendance. 

April  17  ^  18  -  The  Ward  members  turned  out  with  tractors, 

plows,  trucks,  etc.,  and  prepared  and  planted  50  acres  of 

ground  of  Ward  project.  The  ladies  of  the  Ward  prepared  and 

served  dinner  both  days. 

May  16  -  Ward  prepared  and  planted  20  more  acres  on  Ward  project » 

June  3  -  Bishop  Larsen  read  a  letter  from  the  First  Presidency 

stating  the  Ward  could  sell  the  old  Church  and  lot  for  $650, 

and  that  the  Ward  could  keep  $487,50  and  send  the  rest  to  Salt 

Lake  City  to  the  Church  Office, 

June  30  -  Crops  look  good  at  this  time  in  the  Snake  River  Valley. 

August  12  -  Bishop  Larsen  presented  awards  to  Golda  Hope  and 

Merle  Luke  as  leaders  of  the  M.I.A.  and  to  25  girls  in  the  M.I. A, 

August  27  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  George  Petersen,  one 

of  the  early  settlers  of  Salem  Ward. 

September  10  ^  11  -  The  Ward  wheat  was  threshed.  There  were 

three  threshing  machines,  40  men,  trucks,  and  wagons.  They  did 

a  fine  job.  The  summer  has  been  one  of  the  dryest  we  have  had 

for  many  years,  but  our  water  supply  has  been  good  for  which  we 

are  glad. 

signed  Gerald  Larsen  Bishop 
Lowell  Luke   Clerk 

1957  January 

We  have  had  lots  of  snow  and  high  winds.  January  20  it 
blew  and  drifted  snow  until  several  families  had  to  walk  home 
from  Sunday  School.  There  was  no  Sacrament  Meeting  held  because 
of  the  drifting  snow. 


1957  Feb.  3  -  There  weren't  any  meetings  held  because  of  the  drifting 
snow. 

February  17  -  Bishop  Larsen  and  Counselors  J.  Wendell  Virgin  and 
J.  Max  Mortensen  and  Clerks  Lowell  Luke  and  Lamar  Mortersen  were 
released  at  Ward  Sacrament  Meeting  with  the  Stake  President  in 
charge.  Sustained  as  Bishop  was  Gorden  Shirley,  with  James  Max 
Mortensen  1st  Counselor,  Edward  Rindlisbacher  2nd  Counselor, 
Lowell  Luke  Ward  Clerk  and  Lamar  Mortensen  Assistant  Clerk.  All 
members  of  both  Bishoprics  spoke. 

February  17  -  Gertrude  Wellard  passed  away.  Funeral  services 
were  held  February  21. 

March  3  -  The  Ward  farm  committee  reported  that  the  Ward  crop 
was  completed.  After  selling  the  potatoes,  they  showed  a  net  to 
the  Ward  of  $2,986.02. 

May  19  -  A  program  was  given  by  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  15  boys 
received  awards. 

The  crops  look  good  at  this  time.  There  has  been  lots  of  moisture 
and  we  hope  there  will  be  a  good  harvest.  The  summer  months  have 
hot  and  dry.  We  had  lots  of  rain  in  April  and  May,  but  the 
balance  of  the  year  has  been  hot.  We  have  had  plenty  of  water 
for  irrigation. 

September  22  -  A  Ward  conference  was  held  with  223  members 
present  and  the  Stake  President  presiding.  Members  of  each 
organization  talked  and  gave  a  report. 

September  27  -  A  grave  side  service  was  held  for  the  infant  son 
of  Bert  and  Valene  Fullmer  Withers  at  the  Rexburg  Cemetery, 
September  28  -  Ward  members,  under  the  direction  of  the  Ward 
farm  committee,  dug  the  potatoes  on  the  J.  F.  Belnap  fami. 
Many  Ward  members  turned  out  to  help. 

December  17  -  The  Ward  Christmas  Party  was  held  and  a  large 
crowd  attended  it. 

December  28  -  Warren  Mortensen,  who  was  60  years  old  and  had 
lived  his  life  in  Salem,  died  of  a  heart  attack.  Funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  in  the  Salem  Ward  Chapel,  December  31,  1957. 
The  year  has  been  good  for  most  of  the  Ward  members .  Emma 
Wasden,  one  of  our  good  members  has  been  seriously  ill  and  is 
now  taking  treatments  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

There  have  been  many  cases  of  measels  and  chicken  pox  among  the 
younger  members. 

The  winter  has  been  mild  so  far,  and  we  all  have  been  blessed 
abundantly. 

Signed  Gorden  Shirley  Bishop 
Lowell  Luke    Clerk 

January  1958  Salem  Ward  History 

1958  February  28  -  Emma  James  Wasden  passed  away  at  her  home  after 
suffering  nearly  a  year  from  Cancer.  Her  funeral  was  held  on 
March  3,  1958  in  the  Salem  Ward  Chapel.  She  was  a  wonderful 
Church  worker,  and  the  Chapel  and  hall  were  filled  with  rela- 
tives. 

This  has  been  the  best  winter  that  I  can  remember.  There  was 

a  lot  of  snow  and  very  little  wind. 

There  have  been  a  great  deal  of  children's  diseases,  measels 

and  chicken  pox,  but  nothing  serious. 

Gorden  Shirley  Bishop 
Lowell  Luke     Clerk 
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1958    June  18  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Hyrum  Bohi  who  passed 
away  June  15,  1958,  He  died  of  a  heart  ailment. 
June  30  -  Most  of  the  crops  look  good  m  this  area.  The  hay 
matured  early:  The  season  has  been  dry  and  the  canals  are 
running  storage  water. 

July  14  -  Anita  Elinora  Jensen  Mortensen  died  of  a  cerebral 
hemmorage  at  the  Rexburg  Hospital „  Funeral  services  were  held 
July  16,  1958  m  the  Salem  Ward  Chapel 

August  17  -  A  Ward  conference  was  held  m  the  Salem  Ward»  A 
meeting  was  held  at  6:30  with  the  Stake  President  and  the  Ward 
officers.  All  officers  present  spoke  briefly.  Conference 
started  at  7:30  with  the  Ward  Bishopric  speaking  along  with 
President  Marvin  Meyers  speaking  for  the  Stake  Presidency o 
About  541  of  the  Ward  was  present c 

September  10  -  Lorenzo  Edward  Bagley  died  of  a  heart  attack  at 
St,  Anthony,  Idaho,  Funeral  services  were  held  on  September 
12,  1958  in  the  Salem  Ward  Chapel. 

September  13  -  The  Ward  harvested  their  potatoes  grown  on  the 
J.  F,  Belnap  fanri.  There  was  about  110  people  who  helped  to 
pick  and  haul  the  potatoes.  Lunch  was  served  at  noon  by  the 
Relief  Society,  The  yield  was  heavy  and  the  type  was  good. 
After  the  rent  was  paid,  the  Ward  received  about  $1,100  for 
its  share. 

We  have  had  a  hot  dry  year,  but  there  has  been  enough  water  to 
take  care  of  the  crops  -  The  reservoirs  are  holding  back  very 
little  water  and  we  will  need  heavy  snows  this  winter  to  insure 
us  water  for  next  year's  irrigation.  The  prices  are  not  very 
good- -hay  $10,  Potatoes  $1  at  digging  time,  wheat  $1,44  at 
threashmg  time. 

The  Ward  has  been  blessed.  We  have  six  Missionaries  m  the  field, 
there  is  no  one  m  need,  and  fairly  good  health  is  enjoyed  at  this 
time, 

November  10  -  Joseph  Bohi  passed  away  at  his  home  as  a  result 
of  a  heart  attack.  His  funeral  was  held  on  November  13,  1958 
m  the  Salem  Ward  Chapel . 

December  23  -  The  Ward  Christmas  Party  was  held  with  a  large 
crowd  m  attendence.  A  program  was  held  and  Santa  visited  the 
children. 

The  weather  has  been  mild  but  dry   We  are  m  need  of  snow  this 
winter  to  insure  us  of  water  for  our  crops  next  year 

Gordon  Shirley  Bishop 
Lowell  Luke     Clerk 


January  1959 

1959     Releases  January  25  were  Lowell  Luke  as  Ward  Clerk,  Rodney  Shirley 
as  Y.M,M  I. A.  Superintendent,  Ted  Mortensen  1st  Counselor,  Joseph 
Ball  2nd  Counselor,  Ross  Hope  as  Superintendent  of  Sunday  School, 
Dean  Zollmzer  1st  Counselor,  H.  Blame  Johnson  2nd  Counselor,  and 
Veda  Mortensen  as  Secretary.   Sustained  were  Ross  J.  Hope  as  Ward 
Clerk,  Austin  Price  as  Assistant  Ward  Clerk,  Lowell  Luke  as 
YM.McI.A.  Superintendent,  Rodney  Shirley  as  Scout  Master,  Layle 
Bagley  as  Assistant  Scout  Master,  Dean  Zollmzer  as  Superintendent 
of  Sunday  School,  with  Blame  Johnson  1st  Counselor,  and  Spence 
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1959  Harris  2nd  Counselor,  Marcia  Beazer  Secretary,  February  1  -  Phill 
Ubrlton  1st  Counselor  in  Y,M  M.IcAc,  and  February  15  -  La\/ell 
Hirschi  2nd  Counselor  m  Y.M,M.I.A, 

March  13  -  The  Ward  Chapel  was  cleaned  by  Ward  members   The  Ward 
reunion  was  held  with  a  large  crowd  attending - 
The  Ward  has  been  blessed,  there  is  no  serious  sickness  m  the 
Ward,  The  winter  has  been  very  mild  and  with  very  little  snoWo 
There  is  some  concern  felt  because  o£  the  lack  o£  moisture  during 
the  winter,  but  most  of  the  farmers  have  been  able  to  work  m  the 
fields  by  the  last  week  in  March,  We  will  hope  and  pray  for  rain, 
as  the  daily  wind  is  drying  out  the  fields  quite  rapidly = 

Gorden  S  Shirley  Bishop 
Ross  J.  Hope      Ward  Clerk 

During  this  quarter,  the  Ward  leased  ten  acres  of  ground  from 
J,   F.  Belnap  to  raise  potatoes.  A  farm  committee  was  set  up 
consisting  of  Austin  Price,  Blaine  Johnson,  and  Ross  Hope,  and 
with  the  help  of  Ward  members  the  potatoes  were  planted   Culti- 
vation was  performed  by  various  Priesthood  Quorums.  Despite  the 
cold  spring  and  its  lack  of  moisture  at  first,  most  all  crops 
are  growing  well.  The  Ward  has  been  blessed  with  no  serious 
frost  damage.  There  is  no  serious  illness  in  the  Ward,  and  no 
members  have  passed  away. 

July  27  -  Members  of  the  Ward  weeded  the  Ward  potatoes  on  J.  F, 
Belnap  farm.  There  was  a  large  turn  out,  and  afterwards  every- 
one enjoyed  a  watermelon  bust - 

During  this  quarter,  the  parking  lot  m  front  of  the  Church  House 
was  oiled  and  each  family  was  assessed  to  pay  the  cost  of  oiling^ 
September  30  -  At  this  time  there  is  considerable  gram  to  harvest, 
It  has  been  quite  wet  and  thus  made  the  harvesting  rather  slowc 
Some  potatoes  have  been  harvested,  but  the  majority  is  still  left 
to  dOo 

October  16  -  The  Ward  dug  their  potatoes .  A  good  number  of  the 
Ward  members  were  there  and  the  nine  acres  were  dug  m  one  day= 
November  30  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  William  Jensen,  a 
life  long  member  of  the  Salem  Ward.  There  was  a  large  turn  out- 

Ross  J.  Hope      W^ard  Clerk 

Salem  Ward  History  Beginning  January  1,  1960 

1960  Again  it  is  the  time  to  set  our  house  in  order ,  Face  yourself 
in  the  mirror-  Have  I  really  done  the  best  that  I  know  how? 
Have  the  Lord  and  I  been  pleased  with  my  efforts?  Let  us  try 
each  day  to  do  a  little  better  so  we  may  sleep  well  tonight, 

I  hope  that  I  can  glean  from  these  records  those  things 
most  worthwhile.  Don't  blame  the  typewriter  for  the  mistakes 
I  confess.  After  all,  the  teacher  and  I  are  one.   (Happy  New 
Year)   I  guess  we  better  get  to  workc      J-F.B. 

It  appears  that  the  Ward  started  out  m  a  normal  way  this 
year  of  1960   It  appears  that  the  Primary  was  the  only  one  that 
didn't  make  any  change  of  at  least  one  Officer  or  teacher   The 
Bishop  and  the  Ward  Clerk  report  has  the  following:  The  Ward  has 
been  blessed „  There  has  been  no  serious  illness  of  any  kind 
among  the  Ward  members.  The  winter  has  been  very  mild,  with  not 
much  snow.  Some  concern  has  been  felt  over  the  lack  of  moisture 
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1960    during  the  winter.  The  weather  has  been  extremely  nice  during 

most  of  March, 

Gorden  L,  Shirley  Bishop 
Ross  Jc  Hope      Ward  Clerk 

1960  April  3,  1960  -  The  Primary  got  back  into  the  swing  and  June 
Davidson  was  released  as  teacher  in  Primary,  and  Shirley  Lewis 
was  sustained  as  a  teacher  m  Primary. 

April  11,  1960  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Estel  Mortensen, 

another  life  long  member  of  the  Ward. 

June  1  -  The  Ward  planted  their  potatoes  as  a  Ward  project   There 

was  a  very  good  turn  outo 

Again  the  report  says  no  serious  sickness  in  the  Ward  at  the 

present  tune.  The  summer  thus  far  has  been  very  windy  and  dry 

causing  some  concern.  However,  no  serious  damage  has  been  noted 

as  yet. 

August  21,  1960  -  Ward  conference  was  held  in  Salem  Ward  with 

President  0.  P»  Mortensen  presiding.  There  were  202  members  of 

the  Ward  present, 

October  22,  1960  -  The  Ward  dug  eight  acres  of  potatoes-  A  good 

crowd  turned  out  to  help  with  the  project c 

Again  we  come  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  give  our  best  wishes  to 

everyone . 

Gorden  L.  Shirley  Bishop 
Ross  Jo  Hope      Ward  Clerk 

January  1,  1961 

1961  Well,  did  you  improve?  We  have  had  the  usual  turn  over  of 
officers  and  teachers c 

February  15  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  James  George  Willis, 
a  long  time  resident  of  Salem  Ward. 

March  25  -  The  Salem  Ward  Reunion  was  held  in  the  Ward  Church 
House  with  a  very  large  turn  out  of  members  and  former  members „ 
We  have  had  a  very  dry  winter,  however,  we  received  a  fairly 
large  amount  of  ram  and  snow  m  March,  Things  look  favorable 
for  the  summer  -  moisture  wise. 

May  27  -  Ward  members  met  with  trucks,  shovels,  rakes,  and  etc., 
for  the  purpose  of  hauling  dirt  on  the  ball  park  south  of  the 
Ward  Chapel   There  was  130  loads  of  choice  dry  farm  soil  hauled, 
dumped  and  leveled  on  the  ball  park.  During  the  following  week 
grass  was  planted  and  a  sprinkler  system,  donated  by  Fay  Wasden 
was  installed  to  irrigate  the  grass o   It  has  grown  very  rapidly. 
Members  of  the  Priesthood  Quorums  and  Bishopric  have  taken  turns 
running  the  sprinkler,  and  twice  thus  far,  several  members  of 
the  Ward  have  met  with  their  lawn  mowers  and  mowed  the  lawnc  A 
very  nice  park  is  anticipated  for  next  summer. 

June  30  -  It  has  been  an  extremely  hot,  dry,  and  windy  spring  and 
summer  thus  far.  Some  crops  are  showing  results  of  lack  of  water, 
A  special  Stake  Fast  will  be  held  m  connection  with  the  regular 
Fast  Meeting  m  July  for  the  purpose  of  Fasting  and  Prayer  for 
ram , 

Gorden  L„  Shirley  Bishop 
Ross  Jo  Hope      Ward  Clerk 
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1961  August  27  -  Ward  conference  was  held  with  President  0.   P.  Mortensen 
presiding.  The  Bishopric  and  other  officers  and  teachers  were 
called  on  to  give  short  talks.  There  was  54%  membership  in  atten- 
dance. 

September  30  -  We  have  had  a  fairly  good  summer »  There  was  some 
water  shortage,  however  no  one  was  hurt  badly.  During  September 
we  had  above  noimal  rain  fall  and  the  water  situation  looks  brighter,, 
December  31  -  We  had  a  very  wet  fall,  however,  nearly  all  crops 
were  harvested. 

Gordon  Lc  Shirley  Bishop 
Ross  J.  Hope      Ward  Clerk 

1962  March  31,  1962  -  Ward  History 

There  has  been  no  deaths  in  the  Ward.   In  February,  the  area 
was  hit  by  the  worst  flood  in  its  history.  However,  despite  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation,  there  was  no  loss  of  life.  Some 
Some  damage  was  done  to  property  and  it  was  noted  that  a  large 
amount  of  hay  was  flooded  out  and  is  being  reseeded. 
May  20,  1962  -  Members  of  the  Priesthood  Quorums  voted  to  rent 
some  ground  from  J.  F.  Belnap  and  plant  potatoes.  The  ground  was 
prepared  and  the  potatoes  were  planted  this  week. 
The  Ward  has  been  blessed.  There  is  no  serious  sickness  among  the 
Ward  members,  the  crops  look  good,  and  we  have  been  blessed  with 
plenty  of  moisture  this  year. 

The  ball  park  started  last  summer  looks  very  nice.  This 
spring  small  trees  were  planted  along  the  south  and  west  sides, 
this  will  make  a  very  nice  hedge.  A  ball  diamond  was  set  up  at 
the  south  west  comer  of  the  lot.  Junior  and  Senior  baseball  teams 
were  started,  thus  giving  a  lot  of  young  boys  and  girls  the  chance 
to  play  on  it,  also  the  opportunity  to  play  in  competition  baseball 
with  other  Wards  in  league  play., 

August  26  -  Ward  conference  was  held  with  President  0.  P.   Mortensen 
presiding,  and  a  total  of  255  members  in  attendance. 
The  weather  this  fall  has  been  very  favorable.  All  harvesting  of 
crops  is  completed. 

Gordon  Shirley  Bishop 
Ross  J.  Hope    Ward  Clerk 

November  18,  1962  -  The  Ward  was  reorganized.  The  present  Bishopric, 
Gordon  L,  Shirley,  J,  Max  Mortensen,  and  Edward  Rindlisbacher,  the 
Ward  Clerks,  Ross  J.  Hope  and  Austin  J,  Price  along  with  all  officers 
and  teachers  in  the  Ward  were  released. 

Phill  A.  Worlton  was  sustained  as  Bishop,  Rodney  J.   Shirley  as  1st 
Counselor,  Reo  A.  Archibald  as  2nd  Counselor,  Ross  J,  Hope  as  Ward 
Clerk,  and  H.  Blaine  Johnson  as  Assistant  Ward  Clerk. 
December  17  -  A  Ward  Social  sponsored  by  the  Relief  Society,  was 
held  in  the  recreation  hall„   It  was  in  honor  of  the  retiring  Bishop- 
ric. They  were  each  given  a  lovely  gift  in  appreciation  of  their 
service. 

We  have  had  a  lovely  fall.  All  of  the  crops  were  harvested  with 
very  little  bad  weather. 

Phill  A.  Worlton   Bishop 
Ross  J.  Hope      Ward  Clerk 
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1963  February  16,  1963  -  Funeral  services  for  Charles  Lo  Hansen  were 
heldo  He  was  a  long  time  member  of  the  Ward. 

March  8  §  9  -  The  Ward  reunion  was  held  with  a  large  crowd  attend- 
ing. 

May  19  -  The  Ward  planted  six  acres  of  potatoes  for  a  Ward  project „ 
July  31,  1963  -  Funeral  Services  were  held  for  David  Hirschi  Jr  , 
a  very  large  crowd  attended  from  near  and  far« 
August  1  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Sister  Emma  Jensen,  a 
Very  faithful  Ward  member  and  worker. 

August  2  -  Ward  members  met  at  Frank  Belnap  fami  to  weed  the  Ward 
potatoes. 

October  16  -  The  Salem  Ward  dug  their  potatoes o  A  large  crowd 
turned  out  for  the  diggings  The  six  acres  were  completed  by  12:30 
p.m.  The  Relief  Society  served  lunch  to  all  those  who  came  to  helpo 

Winter  arrived  very  early  this  year.  We  have  had  very  cold 
weather,  and  more  snow  thus  far  than  I  can  remember  for  many  years,, 

Phill  A.  Worlton   Bishop 
Ross  J.  Hope      Ward  Clerk 

1964  March  6  -  The  Ward  reunion  was  held  for  members  and  former  members 
of  the  Ward  over  12  years.  Those  under  12  had  a  reunion  the  fol- 
lowing day.  The  Relief  Society  prepared  the  meal  for  the  adults 
and  the  Sunday  School  set  up  the  tables.  The  Primary  and  Junior 
Sunday  School  took  charge  of  the  children  on  Saturday,  March  7,  1964 
June  5  -  The  Ward  members  met  as  a  group  and  planted  potatoes  on 
the  Ward  Welfare  Farm. 

June  22  -  Ward  members  completely  cleaned  the  Church  House, 

October  17  -  The  eight  acres  of  potatoes  on  the  Ward  Welfare  Farm 

was  dug.  A  large  attendance  turned  out  and  the  potatoes  were  all 

dug  in  one  day, 

October  25  -  Ward  conference  was  held  with  President  0.  P  Mortensen 

presiding,  A  testimony  meeting  was  held  prior  to  Sacrament  Meeting 

for  all  officers  and  teachers.  There  were  43  in  attendance  at  the 

testimony  meeting  and  275  at  the  Sacrament  Meeting  which  amounted 

to  64^. 

December  18  -  Mrs.  Lucy  Jensen  Bowen  died  of  a  heart  attack^  a  life 

long  member  of  Salem. 

December  22  -  The  Ward  Christmas  Party  was  held  with  a  large  crowd 

and  a  good  program. 

Phill  A.  Worlton   Bishop 
Ross  J,  Hope      Ward  Clerk 

Ward  History  for  1965 

1965  During  this  quarter,  one  Missionary  returned  from  a  Mission,  and 

four  went  into  the  Mission  field.  They  will  be  listed  in  the  Mission- 
ary section 

February  28  -  James  and  Eulala  Worlton  were  presented  a  gold  award 
for  doing  96  names  m  the  Temple. 
March  16  -  Fred  Bagley  died  of  a  heart  attack. 

March  19  -  The  Ward  reunion  was  held  for  all  Ward  members  and  former 
members  over  12  years  of  age.  The  Mutual  prepared  the  meal  and  served j 
the  Sunday  School  set  up  tables,  and  the  Relief  Society  arranged  the 
program. 
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1965    March  22  -  The  reunion  for  those  under  12  was  held.  The  Primary 
and  Junior  Sunday  School  took  charge c 

March  23  -  The  Green  and  Gold  Ball  was  held.  The  hall  was  beau- 
tifully decorated  and  a  large  crowd  attended, 
April  24  -  Funeral  services  for  Darrin  Mack  Sommer,  infant  son 
of  Mack  §  Rachael  Sommer. 

May  26  -  The  Ward  served  the  Alumni  Banquet  at  Ricks  College  as  a 
fund  raising  project. 

May  26  ^  27  -  The  Ward  members  worked  the  ground  and  planted  the 
potatoes  on  the  Ward  farm. 

June  14  -  The  Primary  officers  and  teachers  served  a  pancake 
breakfast  as  a  fund  raising  project. 

July  16  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Sister  Alice  Roylance, 
the  wife  of  Heber  Roylance  who  had  proceeded  her  in  death,  She 
was  an  early  Pioneer  of  Salem. 

September  19  -  Ward  conference  was  held  with  the  North  Rexburg 
Stake  President's  1st  Counselor  Edwin  Flamm  presiding,  and  67% 
of  the  Ward  in  attendance. 

October  5  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Ralph  Rowberry  who 
died  of  a  heart  attack. 

October  9  -  The  eight  acres  of  potatoes  on  the  Ward  Welfare  Faim 
were  all  dug  in  one  day.  There  was  a  large  turn  out. 
November  21  -  The  quarterly  conference  was  held.  Salem  was  honored 
for  having  the  highest  percent  in  attendance  at  their  Ward  confer- 
ence. 

December  21  -  The  Ward  Christmas  party  was  held.  A  large  crowd 
enjoyed  a  good  program  and  a  visit  from  Santa  Claus 
December  30  -  The  Green  and  Gold  Ball  was  held.  The  hall  was 
beautifully  decorated,  and  a  large  crowd  enjoyed  an  evening  of 
dancing., 

This  year  has  been  good  for  most  of  the  Ward  members.  The  winter 
has  been  mild  so  far,  and  we  all  have  been  blessed  abundantly. 

Phill  A,  Worlton   Bishop 
Austin  Price      Ward  Clerk 


Salem  Ward  History  for  1966 

1966    March  10  -  The  Ward  reunion  was  held  with  a  large  crowd  attending. 
May  15  -  A  special  program  was  presented  by  the  Aaronic  Priesthood o 
May  16  -  The  Ward  potatoes  were  sorted  and  sold. 
June  1  -  Beets  on  the  Welfare  Farm  were  thinned. 
June  11  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Myrna  Kay  Jensen. 
June  14  -  An  early  morning  breakfast  was  served  by  the  Primary 
officers  and  teachers  for  all  Ward  members. 

June  15  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Wray  Walker  Hegsted,  a 
life  time  member. 

October  23  -  Ward  conference  was  held.  Phill  A.  Worlton  as  Bishop, 
Kenneth  Phillips  as  1st  Counselor,  Layle  Bagley  as  2nd  Counselor, 
J.  Austin  Price  as  Ward  Clerk,  and  as  Assistant  Clerks,  Gorden  L. 
Shirley  and  Edward  Rindlisbacher,  were  all  sustained,  along  with 
other  officers  and  teachers.  President  Marvin  Meyers  presided, 
A  testimony  meeting  was  held  before  Sacrament  Meeting  with  33  in 
attendance,  and  348  attending  Ward  conference,  which  is  85%  of 
the  Ward, 
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1966  October  29  -  The  Ward's  eight  acres  of  beets  were  dug,  A  good 
yield  was  harvested. 

November  18  -  The  Relief  Society  bazaar  and  supper  was  held.  A 

large  crowd  attended. 

November  28  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  a  Ward  member,  Sister 

LaVeve  Harris  Ball. 

December  20  -  The  Ward  Christmas  party  was  held.  The  large  crowd 

enjoyed  a  program  consisting  of  a  one  act  play  and  a  visit  from 

Santa.  Claus  - 

Salem  Ward  History  1967 

1967  March  24  -  Salem  Ward  reunion  was  held.  A  large  crowd  enjoyed  a 
good  supper  and  program.  Dancing  was  held  the  rest  of  the  evening. 
March  31  -  The  Relief  Society  annual  party  and  fashion  show  was 
held,  A  large  crowd  enjoyed  the  show  and  the  refreshments. 
February  26  -  Sacrament  Meeting  was  held  with  Dorthy  Larsen  as  the 
speaker  prior  to  her  departure  for  the  Canadian  Mission. 

June  14  -  The  Primary  Officers  and  teachers  served  an  early  morning 
breakfast  as  a  fund  raising  project. 

June  19  -  The  Ward  started  to  paint  and  redecorate  the  Church 
House . 

September  25  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Sister  Clarissa 
Esplin  Luke,  a  senior  member  of  the  Salem  Ward. 

November  17  -  A  Relief  Society  Bazaar  was  held.  A  delicious  turkey 
dinner  was  served  to  a  large  crowd  and  bazaar  items  were  sold, 
December  19  -  A  large  crowd  attended  the  Ward  Christmas  party ,  A 
good  program  was  enjoyed,  and  then  Santa  made  a  visit  and  gave  gifts 
to  all. 

December  27  -  The  Gold  and  Green  Ball  was  held  in  the  hall.  The 
hall  was  beautifully  decorated  to  carry  out  the  theme  "Winter  Won- 
derland." 

Phill  A.  Worlton   Bishop 
Austin  J.  Price    Ward  Clerk 

I  do  not  find  any  thing  recorded  of  historical  value  from 
December  31,  1967  until  June  30,  1968,  other  than  the  changes  of 
officers  and  teachers. 

1968  June  30,  1968  -  The  Ward  was  reorganized  and  Bishop  Phill  A. 
Worlton  and  his  Counselors  and  all  Ward  officers  were  released. 
Sustained  as  Bishop  of  Salem  Ward  was  Gaylin  Fuller,  1st  Counselor 
Verd  Mortensen,  2nd  Counselor  -  Glade  Wasden,  Ward  Clerk  -  Hans 

W.  Jensen,  and  Assistant  Clerk  -  Thon  Powell.  The  Bishopric  were 
Sep  apart  by  John  H,  Vanderberg. 

Historical  events  for  the  year  of  1968 

1968     January  31  -  A  farewell  for  Brother  Melvin  Luke  was  given c  A  nice 
program  and  tribute  to  Brother  Luke  was  enjoyed  by  a  large  crowd 
and  a  gift  was  presented  to  him. 

February  16  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  N.  Gilbert  Jensen,  a 
lifetime  member  of  Salem  Ward. 

March  17  -  The  Relief  Society  annual  Birthday  party  was  enjoyed  by 
a  large  crowd. 
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1968     April  18  -  A  Dime-A-Dip  supper  was  given  by  the  Primary  as  a  fund 
raising  project. 

April  26  -  The  Cub  Scouts  held  their  Pine  Wood  Derby, 
May  26  -  A  meeting  was  held  in  honor  of  Dale  Shirley  who  was  leav- 
ing for  a  mission  to  Southern  Brazil. 

June  2  -  The  Priesthood  Seminar  was  held  in  our  Ward  beginning  on 
March  10  and  continuing  to  June  2.  At  the  meeting  we  had  a  lesson 
and  a  social  with  refreshments. 

August  10  -  A  Ward  outing  was  held  at  the  Church  and  a  chicken 
cook  out  was  enjoyed.  Games  were  enjoyed  by  all  and  everyone  had 
had  a  good  time. 

September  3  -  M.I, A,  Opening  Social  held  games  that  were  played 
and  refreshments  that  were  served. 

September  25  -  The  Barley  on  the  Ward  farm  was  harvested,  result- 
ing in  a  good  crop, 

October  29  -  A  Halloween  party  was  held  at  M.I. A,  Costumes  were 
worn,  games  were  played,  and  refreshments  were  served.  Everyone 
had  a  good  time. 

November  15  -  Relief  Society  held  their  annual  bazaar,  A  turkey 
dinner  was  served  and  bazaar  items  were  sold.  There  was  a  large 
crowd  and  games  for  children  were  played. 

December  17  -  The  Ward  Christmas  party  was  held  and  a  large  crowd 
enjoyed  the  program.  Santa  Claus  paid  a  visit  with  sacks  of 
goodies.  Merry  Christmas  to  everyone. 

December  15  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  Sister  Sarah  Virgin 
Shirley,  a  long  time  member ^ 

December  28  -  Saturday  -  This  is  the  3rd  day  of  the  blizzard. 
This  is  the  worst  we  have  had.  All  the  roads  are  closed  because 
of  about  18"  snow. 


1969  Ward  History 

1969     January  31  -  Daddy -Daughter  date  was  held  and  all  had  a  good  time^ 
March  27  -  The  Ward  reunion  was  held,  and  a  large  crowd  enjoyed 
themselves , 

July  2  -  Funeral  services  were  held  for  James  Lei and  Mortensen, 
a  life  member  of  Salem. 

July  -  Scouts  and  Explorers  went  on  a  camping  trip.  The  Scouts 
went  to  Beckler  Lake,  and  the  Explorers  went  to  upper  Palisade 
Lake-  They  all  caught  a  lot  of  fish  and  had  a  good  time. 
August  5  to  9  -  Girls  attended  Girls  Camp,  Many  passed  their 
Camp  Craft. 

September  8  to  14  -  The  youth  of  the  Ward  assumed  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  sustained  officers  of  the  Ward,  They  did  a  good 
job. 

November  7  -  Funeral  services  for  the  infant  son,  Steven  Lewis 
Wellard,  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Wellard. 

November  7  -  The  Relief  Society  Bazaar  was  held.  Hot  dogs  and 
barbecue  was  served.  There  was  a  fine  program  with  a  large 
crowd  attending,  and  everyone  enjoyed  themselves o 
December  16  -  The  Ward  Christmas  party  was  held.  A  large  crowd 
attended.  There  was  a  scheduled  program  and  a  visit  from  Santa 
Claus. 

August  24,  1969  -  Ward  conference  was  held. 
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SNAKE  RIVER  VALLEY,  SALBl  AREA 
As  told  by  Alma  B.  Larseric 

In  1883  and  1884  there  was  a  big  move  to  the  Snake  River  Valleyo 
Some  tune  in  the  fall  of  1883,  father  and  my  oldest  brother,  Ed,  with 
three  or  four  other  men  came  up  to  the  Snake  River  Country  m  Idaho. 
They  located  one  hundred-sixty  acres  and  returned  to  Cache  Valley   In 
the  spring  or  early  summer  of  1884  father  homesteaded  the  160  acres. 
During  the  summer,  our  cabin  was  built.   In  the  fall,  the  family  moved 
to  Idaho   I  was  nine  years  old  at  that  time. 

When  father  sold  his  lot  in  Hyrum,  he  bought  a  team  of  oxen  intend- 
ing to  move  with  them,  but  had  to  take  a  team  of  small  horses  as  part 
pay  on  the  City  Lot,  so  the  oxen  were  sold,   I  remember  the  little  sorrel 
team,  one  was  Dick  and  the  other  was  Charley.  My  brother  Ed  had  bought 
a  little  gray  pony,  and  father  had  gotten  hold  of  three  or  four  calves. 
They  fixed  up  a  covered  wagon,  and  with  all  of  their  earthly  belongings, 
father  and  his  five  sons  started  on  their  trip  to  the  Snake  River  Valley. 
I  rode  the  little  gray  pony  and  drove  cows  all  the  way- 

We  were  eight  days  on  the  road.   I  shall  never  forget  the  night  we 
spent  m  Portneuf  Canyon,   It  was  on  a  camp  ground  known  as  Robber's 
Roost  and  m  Indian  country,   Idaho  was  known  as  Outlaw  country,  so  mother 
and  her  two  girls  had  been  left.  After  we  were  located,  they  came  on  the 
tram  to  Market  Lake,  now  Roberts.. 

In  the  spring  of  1884  my  mother,  father,  and  Ed  came  before  the  high 
water  season  and  for  about  six  weeks  the  rivers  were  so  high  they  could 
not  cross  them   During  that  time,  she  only  saw  one  other  woman,  who  was 
Mrs,  Bob  Carter.   She  came  ridmg  to  their  tent  about  the  first  of  July^ 
Bob  Carter  was  known  as  an  outlaw,  but  those  two  women  were  as  happy  to 
see  one  another  as  if  they  had  known  each  other  for  years ^  Father  and 
mother  returned  to  Cache  Valley,  and  m  the  fall  we  all  made  the  move 

The  first  winter  was  a  hard  one,  but  game  was  plentiful.  The  older 
boys  would  go  down  to  the  Snake  River,  cut  a  hole  m  the  ice,  build  a 
fire,  and  always  come  home  with  plenty  of  fish  for  the  family. 

There  were  no  schools,  and  only  three  families  living  m  what  is 
now  called  North  Salem,  They  were  the  George  P.  Ward  family,  the  Orvis 
Dille  family,  and  my  father's  family,  Lauritz  Edward  Larsen   The  Dille 
family  lived  one  mile  south  of  our  home,  the  Wards  one  mile  west  and  a 
little  north  of  us.  There  were  Jim  and  Mort  Mortensen,  unmarried  at  that 
time,  and  Ellington  Smith,   These  were  all  the  Mormons  living  m  North 
Salem  that  winter. 

The  winter  of  1885/86  was  not  so  lonely.  Four  more  families  moved 
to  North  Salem   Among  these  was  the  Hogan  Anderson  family,  which  became 
very  close  friends  with  the  Larsen  family,  which  lasted  throughout  the 
years « 

Our  family  was  crowded  in  the  log  cabin,  so  my  sister  Caroline  took 
myself  and  my  sister  Tillie,  who  was  two  years  younger  than  myself,  and 
every  night  we  went  to  a  cabin  built  by  the  Anderson  family  on  another 
homestead  where  we  slept .  Father  hung  a  lantern  on  the  comer  of  the 
house  so  we  could  see  the  light-  The  trail  we  followed  through  the  snow, 
had  willows  stuck  up  every  little  way  by  the  side  of  it,  so  we  could 
follow  it  and  not  get  lost   Sometimes  the  blizzards  were  so  bad  we  could 
not  make  the  trip.  That  half  mile  was  made  every  night  and  every  morning, 
weather  permitting. 

ITiis  winter  about  Christmas  time,  several  hundred  deer  came  down 
from  the  east  to  the  west,  crossing  the  river  on  the  ice.   It  was  a 
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wonderful  sight  to  see.  The  second  winter  was  without  school.   In  the 
spring  my  brother  Ed  went  to  Montana  to  find  work,  my  brother  Joe  went 
to  Beaver  Canyon  to  work  at  a  saw  mill,  and  my  brother  Orsen,  my  father, 
and  I  took  care  of  the  crops  that  were  planted  on  the  school  section 
where  the  Roxana  Canal  had  been  built.  The  squirrels  were  our  biggest 
pest   We  had  to  fight  them  and  our  best  weapon  was  water   We  would 
dro\\Ti  them  out  of  their  holes  and  kill  them  by  the  hundreds 

Father  and  three  or  four  of  the  neighbors  bought  a  self  rake  to 
cut  the  gram.  Four  men  usually  followed  and  bound  the  gram   Hyrum 
Dille  and  I  took  the  place  of  one  man,  we  were  about  the  same  age   I 
think  this  was  the  first  crop  of  wheat  we  harvested.   It  was  not  very 
much   Each  farmer  had  a  few  sacks . 

Mr,  Poole  pulled  a  thrashing  machine  from  Poole's  Island,  now 
Menan,  and  thrashed  our  grain.   It  took  men  like  them  to  pioneer  this  and 
other  great  Valleys. 

I  think  the  first  school  we  had  was  m  the  winter  of  1886.  My 
brother  Joseph,  as  I  remember,  was  our  teacher.  He  hadn't  had  much 
schooling,  but  he  was  a  beautiful  penman  and  was  good  in' figures.  He 
taught  part  of  that  winter,  perhaps  two  or  three  months.  Blizzards  often 
blocked  the  roads   Some  of  the  students  had  to  drive  as  far  as  four  or 
five  miles.  Because  of  weather  conditions  and  extreme  cold,  there  would 
be  several  days  at  a  time  when  we  could  not  get  to  the  school  house. 
One  school  teacher  that  we  had  was  a  man  we  called  "Old  Man  Harris,"  he 
was  the  father  of  two  of  my  Bishops,  George  H,  B..  Harris,  Bumice  R. 
Hams,  and  D.  Rolla  Harris,  with  whom  I  served  in  the  High  Council  and 
spoke  at  many  funerals ,     He  taught  for  about  three  months   This  was  a 
tuitition  school,  our  parents  paying  for  the  services  of  the  teacher. 
The  school  trustees,  which  included  Salem  district,  were  not  friendly 
to  our  people 

The  first  public  school  in  the  territory  of  Idaho  began  about  1888c 
It  was  at  this  time  that  the  legislature  of  the  territory  enacted  a  law 
disenfranchising  any  person  believing  in  celestial  marriage.  This  was 
the  strongest  law  enacted  against  the  Mormon  people,   It  deprived  any 
member  of  the  Church  from  holding  any  kind  of  political  position » 

The  first  election  that  was  held  after  the  manifesto  was  held  in 
Rexburg,  and  included  all  the  smaller  IVards  in  the  valley.  Those  were 
dark  days  for  our  people.  Our  fathers  had  to  go  into  hiding  just  as  the 
polygamists  did  m  Utah, 

Our  first  teacher  was  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Leech   He  was 
well  named c  We  just  as  well  have  had  no  school  as  the  one  we  attended „ 

That  winter  the  name  of  the  post  office  m  post  office  m  Rexburg, 
it  being  the  only  one  we  had  in  these  parts  at  that  time^  was  changed 
from  "Rexburg  Post  Office"  to  "The  Kentuck  Post  Office"  m  Idaho   This 
law  was  fought  m  the  courts,.  A  young  boy  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Davis, 
a  Mormon  from  Bear  Lake,  demanded  that  his  vote  be  cast  m  order  that 
this  law  be  put  to  the  test   It  was  taken  to  court  and  a  history  making 
trial  was  held  that  lasted  for  several  days   The  law  was  declared 
constitutional . 

Our  district  school  for  the  next  three  or  four  years  was  carried 
on  about  like  the  one  referred  to  above.  This  was  the  end  of  my  school- 
ing. 

Brother  Alma  Larsen  was  a  wonderful  man   He  was  loved  and  honored 
by  everyone.   I  think  he  probably  gave  more  blessings  and  administered 
to  more  people  than  any  other  man  in  this  part  of  the  country 

I  have  heard  him  tell  many  interesting  stories  about  early  tunes  in 
and  around  Salem   I  think  I  would  like  to  tell  one  here,  leaving  out  the 
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names  of  those  he  named o 

There  was  a  man  living  in  a  house  on  the  Salem  toMisite,  who  didn't 
have  too  much  of  the  things  necessary  to  keep  him  warm  at  nights,  so  he 
built  a  large  box  and  made  his  bed  in  it.  He  also  made  a  lid  he  could 
slide  up  over  hinio  Some  of  the  boys  in  the  Ward  learned  of  this  and 
decided  they  would  have  some  fun  with  him,  so  one  night  they  took  hammer 
and  nails  and  went  Over  to  his  house.  Quietly  they  opened  the  door, 
jumped  on  the  box  and  nailed  the  old  fellow  in.  He  begged  them  to  let 
him  out,  but  they  left  him  in  and  went  away.  After  awhile  their  memory 
of  the  pleading  and  tears  got  the  best  of  them,  and  they  returned  and 
pulled  the  nails  out  letting  him  free.   I  guess  we  had  mischievous  boys 
then  toOc 
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EARLY  HISTORY  of  SALEM 
as  told  by  Nancy  Dille  Cherry 

Just  prior  to  our  Salem  Ward  reunion  of  1970,  held  in  the  Cultural 
Hall,  Mabel  and  I  (Frank  Belnap)  visited  Sister  Nancy  Dille  Cherry,  the 
daughter  of  Arvis  C.  Dille  and  Mary  Ann  Bradley  Dille. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  Dille  family  moving  to  Salem, 
as  recorded  on  a  tape  recorder  in  Sister  Cherry's  voice,  at  the  age  of 
89  years  and  about  5  months. 

Sister  Cherry,  how  old  are  you  now? 

"I  was  89  years  September  19,  196'9." 
Sister  Cherry,  what  time  of  the  year  did  you  come  up  here? 

"The  first  part  of  April  some  time,  I  don't  know  the  date. 
My  father  and  some  others,  Jim  (James)  Mortensen,  Hans  P. 
Jensen,  Jimmy  (James)  Jansen,  came  the  summer  before  and 
selected  their  land/' 
Sister  Cherry,  would  you  tell  us  about  some  of  the  first  meetings 
held  in  the  Ward,  and  when  the  Ward  was  organized? 

"I  can't  remember  much  about  it,  I  was  only  three  years,  four 
in  September.  Tlie  meetings  were  held  in  each  others  homes. 
I  wonder  how  they  all  got  in.  Father  was  the  first  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday  School.  They  came  to  our  home  quite  a 
lot,  we  didn't  have  a  meeting  house  at  that  time," 
Someone  asked  Sister  Dille  how  do  you  get  all  the  people  in  your  home, 
you  only  have  two  rooms?  She  answered,  "If  you  have  room  in  your  heart, 
you  have  room  in  your  home/'  She  always  found  room  for  them„  When  the 
ladies  came,  they  always  brought  some  picnic  with  them.  When  Sunday 
School  was  out,  they  always  had  dinner  together.  Then  the  children  would 
go  to  play.  The  little  ones  would  get  on  top  of  the  house  and  slide  off, 
on  our  sleighs, 

"The  older  people  would  have  Sacrament  Meeting,  When  the  meeting  was 
out,  they  would  go  home  and  feed  their  cattle  and  milk  their  cows,  then 
come  back  again,  have  supper  and  visit,  and  have  some  kind  of  enter- 
tainment c  They  would  put  the  little  children  to  sleep  and  lay  them  on 
top  of  the  beds  crosswise.  They  didn't  stay  ver  late,  but  always  till 
about  ten  o'clock.  Everyone  in  the  Ward  would  go,  they  always  did.  They 
go  to  their  homes  and  have  a  good  birthday  supper  for  theme  We  were 
always  remembered  with  a  lot  of  nice  little  presents/' 

Sister  Cherry,  would  you  tell  us  about  the  camping  out,  when  you 
came  up  here,  how  it  was  and  what  you  would  like  to  tell  about  it? 

"Well  we  came  quite  early  in  the  day,  we  didn't  move  on  our  land, 
but  camped  down  by  the  river  where  there  was  water  and  grass  was  deeper, 
then  the  cattle  could  eat.  The  first  I  remember  was  father  and  the 
older  ones  chopping  the  willows  down  and  building  a  corral,  weaving  it 
with  willows  to  keep  small  calves  and  sheep  m  there. 

The  coyotes  would  come  out  of  the  brush  licking  their  chops  wanting 
to  get  some.  Father  had  a  good  big  gun  with  him,  he  was  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War  and  knew  how  to  use  it,  and  shot  a  good  many  of  their  heads  off. 

The  next  morning  the  boys  who  stayed  all  winter  came.  They  had 
built  them  a  dugout  (a  room  back  in  the  hill).  By  this  time,  they  had 
built  them  a  cabin  of  logs.  They  had  us  come  and  live  in  their  dugout. 
They  helped  father  get  out  logs  and  build  a  house  to  live  in." 
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Sister  Cherr>',  I  don't  believe  we  have  on  our  tape  who  your  father 
and  mother  are,  would  you  tell  us  who  they  are  and  some  of  the  other 
people  who  you  would  like  to  talk  about? 

"Should  I  tell  about  the  year  before?"  Yes,  that  would  be  fineo 
"Father,  (Arvis  C,  Dille)  with  Jim  and  Morten  Mortensen,  Hans  P.  Jensen, 
Jun  Jensen,  Edward  Larsen,  George  P.  Ward,  and  maybe  others  came  up,  not 
with  President  Rick's  company,  but  right  after.   It  seems  these  boys  all 
went  out  to  North  Salem  and  homestead  there.  Father  and  some  of  the 
married  men  went  back  home  and  stayed  all  winter  and  sold  their  property. 
Then  the  next  spring  they  brought  their  families.  Most  of  them  brought 
their  families,  and  came  back  up  here. 

Father  got  there  m  tune  to  raise  a  small  crop,   I  think  I  can  name 
all  of  them,  there  was  James  P.  Mortensen,  Hans  P.  Jensen,  Jun  Jensen, 
I  don't  know  whether  I  got  all  of  them  or  not,  they  were  old  bachelors c 
Unmarried  men  we  called  them  old  bachelors.  They  stayed  all  winter,  and 
built  a  dugout  to  stay  in. 

During  the  winter,  they  got  out  logs  from  down  the  rivers  and  built 
their  homes ^  not  out  of  lumber  but  of  logs.  All  of  us  pioneers  helped 
each  other," 

Sister  Cherry,  was  William  MacMin  here  when  you  came?  "I  don't 
remember,  I  think  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  to  come  here.  Yes  that  is 
right.  Mr.  MacMin  was  the  first  settler  that  came  there - 

Sister  Cherry,  would  you  tell  us  about  crossing  the  rivers  m  those 
days?  In  Salem? 

"When  we  had  to  cross  the  river,  father  would  take  a  big  log  chain 
and  tied  the  wagon  box  on  so  it  would  not  float  away  because  the  water 
was  so  high.  We  all  had  to  set  up  m  the  spring  seat  or  on  a  board  so 
our  feet  wouldn't  get  wet  when  the  water  came  m  The  first  bridge  we 
had  was  made  of  poles.  The  poles  were  not  tight,  they  would  roll  and 
make  a  lot  of  noise.  Should  I  tell  that  story  now?"  Yes 

"It  was  after  they  had  the  meeting  house  built.  The  older  people 
didn't  want  to  go  to  Sunday  School j  so  the  younger  ones  would  walk  to 
Sunday  School  so  the  horses  could  rest.  They  all  went  together  for 
protection   Wards  would  start  first,  then  would  come  to  Larsens,  then 
on  to  Andersons,  and  then  they  would  come  to  father's  place.  Then  we 
would  go  on,  we  had  to  cross  this  bridge.  The  orders  were  that  we 
were  to  all  come  back  together  because  the  Indians  were  quite  bad 
crossing,  especially  m  June. 

This  Sunday,  the  boys  all  went  swunmmg,  and  this  Sunday  Myrtie 
Mortensen  (Valentine  as  she  was  then)  wanted  to  come  home  with  us.   She 
had  to  go  home  and  get  permission  from  her  mother  and  father.  The  boys 
went  swimming  down  by  the  bridge,  waiting  for  us  girls   The  water  was 
quite  high  at  that  time.  When  we  got  down  there  we  had  to  jump  across 
places  so  we  wouldn't  get  our  feet  wet.  The  roses  were  all  m  bloom, and 
we  were  picking  some  to  take  home.  All  at  once,  a  big  band  of  Indians 
came  on  to  this  bridge  coming  from  the  North  gom  to  the  Souths  and  the 
boys  were  m  swimming,  waiting  for  us  girls,  They  heard  the  Indians  on 
the  bridge  because  the  poles  made  such  a  big  noise. 

There  was  a  whole  band  of  Indians,  and  there  was  us  girls  all  sur- 
rounded with  water   It  was  no  tune  before  the  boys  came  running  and 
hollering  for  us   The  Indians  bunched  up  together  and  picked  out  five 
young  Indians  with  horses,  like  they  were  coming  after  us.  When  the 
Indians  saw  the  boys  coming,  they  just  stood  still  and  we  ran  around 
them  to  meet  the  boys  at  the  bridge. 

IVhen  we  first  saw  the  Indians  coming,  we  girls  took  turns  praying 
to  the  Lord  to  protect  us.   I  was  the  youngest,  I  think  I  was  twelve 
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years  old.  The  Indians  didn't  dare  do  anything  when  they  heard  the  boys 
and  saw  them  coming.  Mabel,  "Ah  imagine,"  now  that  was  good. 

In  the  olden  days,  we  had  Clem  Ward  for  our  mailman.  The  water  was 
so  high,  we  didn't  have  any  bridges  to  cross,  we  had  Clem.  He  had  a 
good  pony,  a  saddle,  and  a  big  leather  bag.  He  would  gather  up  all  the 
mail  and  put  it  in  this  leather  bag.  They  would  take  him  to  town,  because 
they  always  tied  him  on  so  if  the  horse  fell,  they  thought  the  horse  might 
stumble  or  something.  The  horse  had  to  swim  across.  Someone  on  the  other 
side,  Mr.  Flamm  the  old  man,  had  a  little  store.  He  took  care  of  the  mail, 
and  he  would  bring  the  mail  down  to  the  river.  They  would  take  the  mail 
out  of  the  bag  and  put  the  mail  for  Salem  in  the  leather  bag,  and  Clem 
would  bring  it  back  across  to  the  people  of  Salem.  We  all  called  Clem  our 
mail  man,  and  he  was  a  good  one  too. 

We  dedicate  this  part  of  our  Salem  Ward  History  to  this  lovely, 
devoted  Sister  Nancy  Dille  Cherry,  and  to  all  those  wonderful  Pioneers 
who  made  this  all  possible. 
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AUGUSTUS  W,  BELNAP,  FATHER  OF  THE  SALEM  UNION  CANAL 

"Brethren,  the  time  to  act  is  now!"  The  low  pulpit  m  the  little  log 
Salem  meeting  house  trembled  under  the  force  of  Brother  Belnap's  closed 
fist. 

"God  gave  us  the  gift  of  that  great  Snake  River  for  this  valley.  The 
fertile  soil  of  our  land  and  the  water  of  that  river  belong  together. 
When  they  do  come  together,  there  won't  be  more  bounteous  harvests  gathered 
anywhere  in  our  whole  land  than  right  here  in  Salem,  How  is  this  great 
union  to  come  about?  Brethren!  There  is  only  one  way.  God  gave  us  the 
natural  resources »  He  also  gave  us  strong  bodies.  He  expects  us  to  go  to, 
now,  and  by  the  sweat  of  our  brow  and  with  our  own  two  hands  to  turn  these 
great  natural  powers  for  our  own  good.,," 

As  Brother  Belnap  went  on,  every  person  in  the  room  was  busy  with  his 
own  thoughts.  Everyone,  to  a  man,  knew  he  spoke  the  truth.  Such  a  hard 
truth  it  was  to  face  though.   It  was  one  thing  to  dream  the  dream  of  a  fine 
canal  running  through  the  land... but  with  the  head  twelve  miles  away  through 
lava  rock  and  sagebrush,  and  the  people  I  Why  the  people  were  a  handful  and 
only  one  another  knew  how  poor  they  were,  A  canal  project  like  that  would 
take  a  lifetime!  Surely  it  was  better  to  wait  awhile. 

It  did  not  enter  into  the  mind  of  one  listener  to  question  the  propri- 
ety of  the  second  Counselor  in  the  Bishopric  closing  his  Sunday  sermon  with 
a  plea  to  the  families  to  build  a  canal  over  the  land.  They  lived  in  the 
daily  faith  that  God  was  as  pleased  to  lend  his  ear  to  a  prayer  for  the 
plow  about  to  be  set  in  the  furrow  as  for  a  prayer  for  the  building  up  of 
Zion,   Indeed,  the  building  of  Salem  was  part  of  the  building  of  Zion.  The 
living  of  the  Gospel  depended  upon  establishing  homes  in  this  free,  wild 
land,  unwanted  by  the  gentiles. 

Back  m  the  comer  near  the  door,  sat  young  Alma  Larsen,  where  he  had 
spent  most  of  the  meeting  time  trying  to  keep  his  long  legs  tucked  under 
the  bench  to  cover  the  painful  distance  from  the  bottom  of  his  trouser  cuff 
to  his  shoe  tops.  He  did  not  know  that  his  now  intently  listening  face 
glowed.  He  only  knew  that  Brother  Belnap's  talk  sounded  like  a  great  pro- 
phecy.  If  the  time  ever  came  that  the  sage  covered  acres  would  be  fields 
of  abundant  crops  and  comfortable  homes,  he  hoped  he  lived  to  see  it.  Bro- 
ther Belnap  said  it  all  depended  on  their  getting  the  water  to  the  land. 
If  that  was  it,  why  didn't  every  able  bodied  man  go  to  work  tomorrow  morning? 

He  knew  that  Brother  Belnap  had  given  sermons  like  this  before.  He 
knew  he  had  visited  every  home  in  the  Ward  and  talked  canal.  Folks  would 
tell  how  It  was  so  even  when  the  Bishopric  made  their  annual  visit  to  every 
home  in  the  Ward.  When  it  was  Brother  Belnap's  turn  to  speak,  he  would 
take  his  place  behind  the  back  of  his  chair  and  exhort  the  members  of  the 
family  to  live  the  Gospel  all  right,  but  he  never  failed  to  add  his  plea 
to  the  man  of  the  house  to  see  to  it  that  he  looked  out  for  his  water  rights 
to  his  farm,  "Can't  you  see.  Brother,"  he  would  plead,  "how  we've  got  to 
get  prior  filings  on  the  water?  When  the  river  is  low,  it  is  the  early 
filings  that  get  first  priority  to  the  water.  You  know  we  can't  even  keep 
ourselves  alive  if  we  don't  get  water  on  our  ground," 
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Some  of  the  men  said  it  was  just  an  idea  bom  m  Gus  Belnap's  head 
that  he  couldn't  get  rid  of,  so  he  had  to  keep  talking  about  it:  Bishop 
Harris  was  one  who  spoke  right  up  in  favor  of  the  plan-   "Think  what  it 
would  mean  for  the  Salem  Townsite,"  he  would  say.  "And  think  of  the 
squirrels.  Men,  the  only  way  we  can  fight  them  squirrels  is  to  water 
'em  out  "  As  for  Alma,  he  liked  the  way  Brother  Belnap  never  gave  up. 

The  boy's  father  said  he  didn't  know  whether  Alma  grew  with  the 
country  or  that  the  country  grew  with  the  boy.  Anyway  they  were  both 
getting  over  the  ground.  New  settlers  slowly  drifted  into  the  new  untried 
country.  Each  new  family  was  received  as  a  new  recruit  to  fight  the 
elements  of  a  new  frontier  for  the  good  of  all. 

The  day  finally  came  when  five  other  men  stood  behind  Gus  Belnap 
for  his  canal  and  set  their  signatures  on  a  filing  paper  at  the  county 
seat  in  St.  Anthony. 2  Brother  Belnap  got  out  and  rustled  together  four 
men  and  two  young  fellows  to  begin  the  work.  Although  Alma  had  done  a 
man's  work  for  more  than  two  years,  he  tingled  with  an  unbelievable 
delight  when  Uncle  Joseph  Larsen  came  and  asked  him  if  he  would  go  in 
his  stead. 

Early  on  a  Monday  morning  this  sixteen-year-old  youth  turned  his 
team  and  covered  wagon  onto  the  course  toward  St.  Anthony  along  with  the 
four  other  outfits.  Hans  Hansen,  the  other  youth,  shared  a  wagon  with  his 
brother  Pete.  Gus  Belnap,  his  brother  Amasa^  and  James  Olsen  each  drove 
a  seperate  outfit.  Into  each  wagon  was  packed  the  driver's  bed  and  pro- 
visions to  last  until  the  next  Saturday  nights  It  was  easy  to  drop  four 
or  five  dozen  eggs  m  the  can  of  oats  for  the  horses,  and  find  room  for 
the  frying  pan  and  a  bag  of  potatoes  and  grease   Some  of  the  men  had  a 
piece  of  pork  or  wild  meat  to  take  besides   Only  enough  hay  was  thrown 
m  to  feed  the  horses  at  noon,  Mr.  Hoft^  had  offered  his  pasture  for  night 
feed  for  the  animals. 

About  twelve  miles  north  east  from  the  townsite  just  below  the  lavas, 
two  groups  of  tongue  scrapers  were  guided  into  the  first  furrow  of  the  new 
canal.  Each  three  worked  as  a  team  in  an  oblong  circle  of  two  or  three 
hundred  feet,  going  down  into  the  canal  and  bringing  the  dirt  upon  the 
bank   Each  flat,  one  piece,  wooden  scraper  had  a  four  inch  blade  across 
the  bottom  front  and  a  pair  of  wooden  handels  at  the  top.  An  adjustable 
chain  from  the  upper  side  to  the  tongue  held  it  to  the  proper  tilt   The 
team  carried  the  load  of  dirt  to  the  bank.  The  driver  tipped  the  scraper 
forward  to  empty  the  load.  Hard  work  it  was  for  both  man  and  beast.  As 
the  canal  grew  deeper  the  bank  became  to  high  to  drive  the  horses  upon  it. 
So,  for  each  circle,  runways  had  to  be  made.   In  a  mile  there  would  be 
many  runways.   So  anxious  were  the  men  to  push  on  with  the  exca^^ating  only 
jurried,  slipshod  filling  of  the  runways  was  made  at  the  time~ 


^The  source  of  this  story  is  largely  from  interviews  with  Alma  B  Larsen, 
Rexburg,  but  also  with  Emma  B.  Romrell,  wife  of  L.  J.  Romrell,  deceased; 
Norman  Romrell;  Hyrum  Romrell,  Ogden,  Utah;  Charles  H.  Meyers,  treasurer 
of  the  Salem  Union  Canal  from  1921-31  and  watermaster  of  the  same  canal 
for  1927  and  1928,  The  articles  of  Incorp.  at  the  Fremont  Co  Courthouse 
were  the  only  written  records  available. 

2Mr  Larsen  testifies  a  company  was  formed  and  a  filing  made  about  1881, 
but  I  could  find  no  record  of  it, 
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For  awhile,  Alma  was  not  sure  whether  his  real  struggle  was  with 
the  lava  and  the  boulders  and  the  hard  unyielding  earth,  or  the  bay  colt 
he  drove  in  his  team  for  Uncle  Joseph.  He  promised  he  would  break  that 
colt  on  this  job.  The  family  had  come  by  her  in  a  horse  trade  and  ever 
since  she  came  on  the  place  whe  was  known  as  the  mean  one.  The  first 
hooking  of  the  harness  was  a  touch  off  to  set  her  kicking  furiously  and 
attempting  to  run  away.  To  handle  her.  Alma  applied  the  war  hobble,  a 
rope  fastened  to  the  horse's  right  front  leg,  down  by  the  ankle,  and  run 
up  over  the  withers,  through  a  ring,  just  back  of  the  collar,  and  down 
to  the  ankle  of  the  left  front  leg.  From  then  on,  the  minute  the  colt 
began  kicking  or  running.  Alma,  with  one  tug  on  the  rope  could  bring  her 
instantly  to  her  knees. 

Thus,  they  took  their  place  in  the  scraping  team.  An  eight  hour 
shift  straight  through  every  day,  with  fifteen  minutes  m  the  morning 
and  again  in  the  afternoon  for  the  driver  to  get  a  drink .5  By  the  time 
two  or  three  weeks  had  passed,  horse  and  man  had  learned  to  work  in  per- 
fect coordination.  "The  mean  one  may  turn  out  to  be  the  best  horse 
Uncle  Joseph  has,"  though  Alma,  in  a  prophecy  more  true  than  he  realized. 

It  was  good  to  work  and  be  one  who  was  helping  with  the  building  of 
the  canal;   It  was  good  also  when  the  end  of  the  day  brought  release  with 
a  supper  of  fried  eggs  and  potatoes  to  be  eaten  around  a  camp  fire,  with 
time  for  sports  afterwards .   It  would  be  great  to  be  liked  by  everyone  as 
Gus  Belnap  was.  As  he  was  the  leader  of  the  work,  he  became  the  leader 
of  the  sports  at  night.  Hans  and  Alma  did  a  lot  of  wrestling  and  Gus 
Belnap  wrestled  right  along  with  them  most  of  the  time. 

There  were  nights  when  the  men  sat  around  and  talked  in  a  worried 
way.  They  discussed  one  plan  then  another  to  get  a  channel  blasted  through 
the  lava  to  the  river  to  make  the  head.  They  didn't  have  a  dollar  to  buy 
powder  and  not  one  of  them  knew  a  thing  about  blasting.  They  nearly  always 
ended  up  by  saying  the  thing  to  do  was  to  go  forward  with  the  digging  and 
leave  the  blasting.  Somehow  there  would  be  a  way.  Gus  Belnap  would  usually 
add  what  a  piece  of  luck  it  was  that  old  Mr.  Hoft  had  filed  on  water  at  a 
head  he  had  selected  himself  to  water  his  own  crops  and  was  now  turning  his 
filings  and  priority  right  to  the  Salem  Union  Canal  Company.  Gus  would 
remind  them  each  time  how  that  put  their  priority  ahead  several  years  of 
what  It  would  of  been. 

At  first.  Alma  worked  proudly  in  the  self  conviction  that  Brother  Gus 
and  the  others  knew  he  would  perfonn  a  man's  full  labor  in  a  day   The 
same  hard  routine  repeated  itself  day  after  day,  until  he  almost  longed  for 
the  special  privilege  of  being  too  young  to  shoulder  a  man's  full  load   A 
canal,  he  decided,  was  made  by  hard,  hard,  slow,  slow,  labor   Some  days  he 
spent  most  of  the  time  rolling  rocks  and  boulders  as  large  as  he  could  move. 
If  the  work  moved  forward  only  foot  by  foot,  it  nevertheless  did  move  for- 
ward. Distance  nor  lava  rock,  nor  lack  of  tools  or  money,  in  the  end,  kept 
It  from  moving  forward.  On  the  days  when  they  had  the  most  trouble,  not  one 
gave  a  thought  to  give  up. 


^Mr,  Larsen  was  not  absolutely  sure  that  Amasa  Belnap  was  the  other  person, 
but  thinks  so. 
^This  IS  a  supposition  to  the  ownership  of  the  pasture.  Mr,  Larsen  cannot 
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These  men  always  found  a  way.  To  survey  the  course,  they  laid  a  shot 
gun  barrel  across  the  land  and  sighted  along  the  barrel  of  the  gun.  Alma 
heard  them  say  more  than  once,  it  was  lucky  for  them  that  the  fall  of  the 
land  was  westward.  He  was  proud  when  they  decided  to  get  the  help  of 
Joseph  Larsen  for  this  part  of  the  work  because  he  was  good  with  figures. 
Everybody  talked  about  the  canal  now.  They  boasted  that  it  was  good  sized 
canal  for  slip  scrapers,  and  that  Gus  Belnap  and  his  crew  were  doing  alright 
up  there.  It  became  easier  to  get  a  crew. 

Even  though  by  the  time  two  years  had  gone  by,  they  had  worked  it 
only  as  far  as  the  side  hill.   Gus  Belnap  felt  he  could  go  to  bed  and 
sleep  nights  now.   It  was  one  thing  to  be  body  tired  and  bothered  with 
weary  aches,  but  the  real  work  had  been  to  try  to  change  men's  minds.  He 
had  never  been  able  to  understand  why  every  landholder  on  the  bench  couldn't 
see  the  canal  would  be  their  life  line.  There  was  old  Mr,  Elliot  and  his 
woman  and  crippled  boy  Pete  about  to  starve  to  death  on  the  hundred-sixty 
acre  homestead  of  theirs,  because  they  could  get  no  water  to  the  land.^  As 
far  as  soil  goes,  theirs  was  the  pick  of  the  country.  When  he  had  first 
talked  to  the  old  Irishman,  the  old  timer  spat  and  said,  "Faith  and  begorra 
Gus,  and  if  the  canal  was  to  make  me  rich  tomorra,  I  couldn't  dig  one  shovel- 
ful, I'm  that  crippled  with  age.  I'm  not  much  better  off  than  Pete,  and 
that's  how  it  is,  begorra I" 

Good  reason,  or  bad,  Gus  had  chalked  him  up  as  one  more  defeat.  It  was 
a  different  story  now.  The  crew  on  the  job  was  never  as  big  as  needed,  but 
how  the  men  did  work.  One  quarter  of  a  day  on  Monday  had  to  be  spent  travel- 
ing to  work  and  another  quarter  on  Saturday  traveling  home  for  the  Sabbath; 
but  the  rest  of  the  time  they  wrung  from  every  hour  its  full  measure. 


4Cont'd  remember,  but  it  seems  likely  since  he  gave  his  filings  to  the 
Canal  company,  and  it  was  on  his  property. 

As  the  crew  became  larger,  a  boy  was  employed  solely  to  carry  drinking 
water  to  the  working  men. 

^The  side  hill  is  a  land  mark  that  still  stands  on  the  outskirts  of  St, 
Anthony.  It  is  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  head  of  canal. 

This  160  acres  was  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  28,  Township  7, 
Range  40  east  of  the  Boise  Meridian,  now  part  of  Diamond  Bar  Farm 
owned  by  Meyers  Brothers  of  Sugar  City,  Idaho. 

^This  story  of  the  alarm  clock  was  submitted  by  Norman  Rummel,  who  remem- 
bers hearing  his  father  tell  it  many  times.  His  father,  L,  J.  Romrell 
worked  on  the  canal  and  it  was  his  experience. 

^Not  until  years  later  was  the  use  and  control  of  sub -irrigation  learned. 

I'^The  account  of  the  18  acres  was  written  by  Hyrum  Romrell  and  refers  to 
a  branch  ditch  of  the  canal  and  the  year  1900,  and  the  property  and 
experience  of  Hyrum  Romrell.   I  have  used  it  here  as  part  of  the  earlier 
history  to  complete  the  story. 
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Most  o£  the  rules  the  men  made  themselves.  At  four  in  the  morning,  an 
alaim  sounded,  haranering  on  an  old  tin  kettle,  and  any  dawdler  clinging  to 
the  comfort  of  a  few  extra  minutes  in  his  warm  bunk,  found  himself  suddenly 
sailing  out  over  the  sagebrush  with  his  head  and  back  the  running  gears 
and  his  legs  a  V  shaped  pair  of  tugs  dra\m  by  two  lusty  fellow  crew  menc 
No  one  needed  his  lesson  more  than  once.°  It  took  an  hour  to  care  for  the 
horses  and  chores,  then  every  man  was  on  the  job  at  five. 

Hyrum  Romrell  leaned  on  his  shovel  and  looked  to  the  east.  He  pushed 
his  hat  off  and  with  his  head  thrown  back,  thought  there  wasn't  any  sight 
in  the  world  like  the  Grand  Tetons  shouldering  out  against  the  glow  of 
dawn,  or  any  peace  like  morning  stillness  when  you  stood  alone  in  you  field. 
Suddenly  from  each  peak  there  shot  upward  a  ray  of  light.  Day!  A  new  day! 

He  turned  to  his  wheat  heavy  with  full  green  heads.  His  eighteen 
acres!,  watered  with  the  canal's  first  season  of  water  to  the  thirsty  land. 
So  thirsty,  it  soaked  the  water  like  a  perpetually  squeezed  sponge. ^  l\hiat 
matter  that  he  had  to  keep  the  water  on  it  constantly  to  keep  it  from 
burning.  Wliat  matter  the  trouble  of  getting  the  first  water  through,  of 
losing  it  along  the  way  through  poorly  filled  runways,  or  even  the  complete 
wash  out  of  the  side  hill.   It  was  here.  His  trained  eye  judged  the  harx^est 
would  be  a  wagon  load  of  wheat. -'-^  Next  year  there  would  be  more.  Together 
they  would  learn  to  control  the  water. 

"Right  here  is  the  best  spot  on  the  earth." 

He  did  not  know  that  he  had  spoken  the  words  aloud  nor  at  that  moment 
feel  how  given  he  was  to  next  year. 


Written  by  Mary  F.  Meyers 
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History  of  the  Salem  Ward  Sunday  School 


1885  The  Salem  Ward  Sunday  School  was  organized  February  7, 
1885  with  Arvis  C.  Dille  Superintendent.  Joseph  Jensen  and 
Alfred  Hansen  were  Counselors-  Alfred  Hansen  and  Joseph 
Larsen  were  over  the  North  Salem  Sunday  School  with  Miss 
Minerva  Dille  as  Secretary. 

1886  November  15,  1886  -  The  Sunday  School  was  reorganized. 
Cyrus  R.  J.  Harris  was  Superintendent,  Joseph  Jensen  1st, 
and  Erastus  Jensen  2nd  Counselor,  Joseph  Larsen  succeeded 
Minerva  Dille  as  Secretary, 

1897        The  Sunday  School  was  reorganized  September  5,  1897, 

Alfred  Ricks  as  Superintendent,  Oscar  Anderson  as  1st  Coun- 
selor, and  Nephi  Anderson  as  2nd  Counselor.   In  the  spring 
of  1898,  John  W.  Hill  succeeded  Nephi  Anderson. 

1900        April  22,  1900  -  The  Sunday  School  was  reorganized 

with  Ephriam  Ricks  as  Superintendent   May  27,  1900  -  Darwin 
Rolla  Hams  as  1st  Counselor  and  Nephi  Anderson  as  2nd 
Counselor.  Gotlieb  Bohi  succeeded  Joseph  L,  Larsen  as  Sec- 
retary on  February  4,  1894,  These  officers  were  still  active 
at  the  close  of  1899. 

1892        June  12,  1892  -  North  Salem  Sunday  School  was  organized 
with  Erastus  Jensen  as  Superintendent,  Harvey  Roylance  as 
1st  Counselor,  William  A.  Ward  as  2nd  Counselor,  and  Matilda 
Larsen  as  Secretary. 

1895  January  1895  -  Erastus  Jensen  left  the  Branch  and  William 
A,  Ward  was  chosen  as  Superintendent,  Harvey  Roylance  as  1st 
Counselor,  and  William  A.  Judy  as  2nd  Counselor. 

1896  January  5,  1896  -  W^illiam  A,  Ward  was  released  as  Super- 
intendent. Sunday,  January  12,  1896  John  A.  Hansen  was  chosen 
as  Superintendent  with  Harvey  Roylance  and  William  A.  Judy  Jr. 
continued  as  Counselors,  with  Matilda  Larsen  as  Secretary ., 

1904        Wilford  Anderson  was  made  Superintendent  on  August  7,  1904 
with  Samuel  D,  Fullmer  as  1st  Counselor  and  George  Harris  as 
2nd  Counselor.  Gotlieb  Bohi  was  made  Secretary. 

1906  January  1,  1906  -  0.  F-  Ursenbach  was  Sustained  as  Super- 
intendent, John  T.  Home  1st  Assistant,  James  F-  Shirley  2nd 
Assistant,  and  E,  Holman  Secretary   May  26,  190'  -  .^ove 
officers  were  released 

1907  May  26,  1907  -  Sustained  were  James  R-  Turman  -  Super- 
intendent, James  F.  Shirley  1st  Assistant,  Aron  Judy  2nd 
Assistants,  and  Ezekiel  Holman  Secretary 

1908  May  3,  1908  -  Reorganized  with  Ezekiel  Holman  Superin- 
tendent, Thomas  Dallmg  1st  Counselor,  Arthur  Harris  2nd 
Counselor,  and  ElRoy  Anderson  Secretar>^ 

October  1989  -  Shows  Edith  Furse  as  Secretary,  and  roll  books 
still  show  her  as  Secretary  m  1909  and  m  1910. 

1913        November  23,  1913  -  Reorganization  with  ElRoy  Anderson 
as  Superintendent,  David  Clark  as  1st  Counselor,  and  Wray 
Hegsted  as  2nd  Counselor.  Other  Counselors  serving  were 
William  B.  Muir,  Charles  Fogg  1st  and  David  Clark,  Charles 
Virgin  2nd. 

1919        May  18,  1919  -  Reorganization  with  David  Clark  Superin- 
tendent, David  Clark  1st  Counselor,  Emery  Anderson  2nd  Counselor, 
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1919     Elmer  Belnap  Secretary.  Wray  Hegsted  was  released  on  June  5, 

1921c  Duane  Petersen  was  Sustained,  Emery  Aadersen  was  released 
as  2nd  Counselor  on  April  18,  1920,  David  Archibald  took  his 
place. 

1921         October  23,  1921  -  David  Clark  was  made  Superintendent, 
Duane  Petersen  1st  Counselor,  William  Pattee  2nd  Counselor, 
and  Orval  Mortensen  served  as  Secretary  from  November  26,  1916 
to  November  2,  1919  when  he  was  called  on  a  Mission.  Elmer 
Belnap  took  his  place  as  Secretary. 

Orval  P.  Mortensen  followed  David  Clark  as  Superintendent 
of  Sunday  School  with  Harold  Virgin  as  1st  Counselor,  Prrion 
Walters  as  2nd  Counselor,  and  Adaline  Belnap  as  Secretary.  They 
were  released  on  October  10,  1926. 

1926         Sustained  were  James  L.  Eddmgton,  with  Charles  T,  Hilton 
1st  Counselor,  and  James  Eli  Hope  2nd  Counselor »  They  were 

1929  released  on  May  20,  1929,  Charles  T.  Hilton  was  sustained, 
James  Eli  Hope  1st  Counselor,  Peter  Jensen  2nd  Counselor,  and 
Miss  Zelda  Harris  Secretary,  They  were  released  and  reorgan- 

1930  ized  June  14,  1930.  Charles  T.  Hilton  was  Sustained  Superin- 
tendent, James  Eli  Hope  1st  Counselor,  and  Robert  Handen  2nd 
Counselor. 

1932         November  30,  1932  -  The  Sunday  School  was  reorganized 

with  James  Eli  Hope  Superintendent,  Peter  Jensen  1st  Counselor, 
and  Fred  Shirley  2nd  Counselor, 

1938        From  the  officers  and  teachers  roll  books  of  1937/38, 
the  Sunday  School  was  reorganized  December  25,  1938  with 
Orlando  Jensen  as  Superintendent,  Charles  Fullmer  1st  Counselor, 
Arthur  Hope  2nd  Counselor,  and  Kyle  Worlton  Secretary 

1945         December  2,  1945  -  Sustained  were  Lowell  Luke  as  Super- 
intendent, Verl  Bodily  1st  Counselor,  Wendell  Virgin  2nd 
Counselor,  and  in  March  or  April  Wendell  1st  and  Robert  Hirschi 
2nd  Counselors. 

1948  March  7,  1948  -  Ward  was  reorganized,  Lowell  Luke  and 
officers  were  released,  and  Sustained  were  Wendell  Virgin  as 
Superintendent,  Robert  Hirschi  1st  Counselor,  and  Austin  Price 
2nd  Counselor. 

December  26,  1948  -  Ward  reorganized. 

1949  January  9,  1949  -  Robert  Hirschi  Sustained  as  Superinten- 
dent, with  Austin  Price  1st  Counselor,  and  Gerald  Birch  2nd 
Counselor,  June  26,  1949  -  They  were  released  and  Austin 
Price  Sustained  as  Superintendent,  with  Gerald  Birch  1st 
Counselor,  and  James  Max  Mortensen  2nd  Counselor.  January  10, 
1954  -  Released  Gerald  Birch  as  1st  Assistant,  Sustained  was 
James  Max  Mortensen  1st  and  Ross  Hope  2nd  Assistant,  and  Veda 
Mortensen  Secretary.  July  31  -  Max  Mortensen  released.  Sus- 
tained was  Thomas  Smith  Jr.  2nd  Assistant, 

1956  September  30  1956  -  Austin  Price  and  Counselors  were 
released.  Sustained  were  Ross  Hope  Superintendent,  Thomas 
Snith  Jr.  1st  Counselor,  Edward  Rmdlisbacher  2nd  Counselor, 

1957  and  Veda  Mortensen  Secretary.  March  9,  1957  -  Edward  Rind- 
lisbacher  was  released.  Sustained  was  Dean  Zollinger  2nd 
Counselor. 

1958  April  20,  1958  -  Released  were  T.  W.  Smith  Jr  ,  and  Sus- 
tained were  Dean  Zollinger  1st  Assistant,  and  Blam  Jolinson 
2nd  Assistant. 
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1959        Released  January  25,  1959  were  Ross  Hope  and  Counselors . 
Sustained  was  Dean  Zollinger  as  Superintendent  o£  the  Sunday 
School,  with  Blain  Johnson  1st  Counselor,  Spence  Harris  2nd 
Counselor,  and  Marcia  Beaser  Secretary- -later,  Lucien  Ball  as 
Secretary. 

1963  September  22,  1963  -  Ward  Conference  was  held.  Sustained 
were  Dean  Zollinger  as  Superintendent,  with  Spence  Harris  as 
1st  Counselor,  Ted  Mortensen  as  2nd  Counselor,  and  Donna 
Harris  as  Secretary. 

1964  October  25,  1964  -  Ward  Conference  was  heldc   Sustained 
were  Fay  Wasden  as  Superintendent  of  Sunday  School,  with  Dean 
Birch  as  1st  Counselor,  Layle  Bagley  as  2nd  Counselor,  and 
Belva  Worlton  as  Secretary. 

1966        August  14,  1966  -  Released  were  Fay  Wasden  and  Counselors. 
Sustained  were  Dean  Birch  as  Superintendent,  with  Vivan  Bagley 
as  1st  Counselor,  Rex  Wasden  as  2nd  Counselor,  and  Beverly 
Robinson  as  Secretary. 

1968        June  30,  1968  -  The  Ward  was  reorganized.  Bishop  Phill 
Worlton  was  released,  and  Sustained  as  Bishop  was  Gaylen 
Fuller,  Also  Sustained  were  Verd  Mortensen  as  1st  Counselor, 
and  Glade  Wasden  as  2nd  Counselor. 

July  21,  1968  -  Sustained  were  Mack  Sommer  as  Superintendent 
of  Sunday  School,  with  John  Price  as  1st  Counselor,  and  Dallas 
Munns  as  2nd  Counselor. 

1970        August  9,  1970  -  Dallas  Munns  was  Sustained  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Sunday  School,  with  Dean  Zollinger  as  1st  Counselor, 
Mark  Gardner  as  2nd  Counselor,  and  Rula  Price  as  Secretary- - 
October  11,  1970, 

1972         February  27  -  Released  was  Dallis  Munns  and  his  Counselors 
Sustained  were  Thomas  Clifton  as  Superintendent,  with  Lawrence 
Coates  as  1st  Counselor,  Lorin  Harris  as  2nd  Counselor,  and 
Rula  Price  as  Secretary. 
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SALEM  1\ARD  RELIEF  SOCIETY 


Salem  Ward  Relief  Society  was  organized  in  November  o£  1885,  under 
the  direction  of  Bishop  G^  H,  B.  Harris  and  his  CounselorSo 

Sister  Martha  Ward  was  appointed  as  President,  with  Victoria  Harris 
as  1st  Counselor,  and  Rosa  Nelson  as  2nd  Counselor   Mary  C-   Harris  and 
Minerva  Dillie  were  chosen  as  Secretary,  and  Mathilde  Wilson  as  teacher - 
supervisor 0 

December  13,  1886  -  Mary  C,  Harris  and  Menerva  Dillie  were  released 
and  Sophia  Valentine  and  Martha  A,  Jensen  were  Sustained  m  their  place, 
April  5,  1888  -  Cecilia  Anderson,  Jane  Jacobs,  and  Sophia  Valentine  were 
Sustained  as  the  Appraising  Committee-  September  1892  -  Sophia  Valentine 
was  released  as  Secretary  and  Eliza  Butler  was  Sustained  as  such, 

June  3,  1893  -  Mary  Belnap,  Amy  R,  Jaques,  and  Mary  C.  Harris  were 
made  Trustees  in  Trust  to  hold  legal  title  to  real  estate  for  the  Relief 
Society-  December  6,  1894  -  Eliza  Butler  was  released  as  Secretary, 
and  Mariah  J.  Peterson  was  Sustained  on  April  4,  1895, 

No  record  is  found  of  Mary  B,  Hegsted  being  Sustained  as  1st  Coun- 
selor, but  she  was  released  April  2,  1896,  from  that  position-  Mary  J, 
Peterson  was  released  as  Secretary  June  4,  1896,  and  Christine  Christen- 
sen  Sustained  as  such. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Martha  Ward,  the  Sisters  of  Salem  Ward 
accomplished  much  good.   In  1886,  they  were  asked  to  store  all  the  wheat 
they  could,  and  every  Sister  responded  to  the  call.  Sister  Ward  served 
as  President  from  1885  until  January  5,  1897,  when  the  Society  was 
reorganized,  releasing  Sister  Ward  and  her  board  with  a  vote  of  thanks. 

Sister  Helena  Flamm  Jensen  was  chosen  as  2nd  President  of  the  Salem 
Relief  Society,  with  Martha  Ann  Jensen  and  Caroline  Peterson  as  Counse- 
lors, Margaret  Ricks  as  Secretary,  Laura  Hansen,  treasurer;  and  Victoria 
S.  Harris,  Rosa  Nelson,  and  Mary  Belnap,  Trustees  m  Trust c 

December  1,  1898  -  Stake  Relief  Society  President  Temperance 
Hmckly  came  to  Salem  with  her  Counselor,  M.  S  Anderson   Both  commended 
the  Salem  Sisters  highly  for  building  a  granary   They  said  that  it  was 
a  big  undertaking-  They  stated  that  Salem  was  the  first  Relief  Society 
m  Bannock  Stake  to  build  a  gi'anary   The  Stake  Officers  asked  the  Salem 
Sister  to  celebrate  the  17th  of  March  with  a  program  and  picnic.  Each 
Sister  was  asked  to  donate  ten  cents  on  that  day 

The  following  changes  were  made^  Laura  Hansen  was  released  as 
Treasurer  on  June  3,  1897,  Amanda  Bell  Sustained  as  such;  Myrtle  Morten- 
sen  Sustained  as  Assistant  Secretary,  November  16,  1899  and  Christina 
Hegsted  Sustained 

On  February  2,  1901  Christina  Hegsted  was  released  as  Secretary, 
and  Evelyn  Worlton  Sustained.  September  19,  1901  -  Christina  Hegsted 
was  Sustained  as  Secretary, 

Helena  Jensen  was  released  after  eight  years  of  faithful  service 
with  her  devoted  board,  on  December  14,  1904, 

Sister  Martha  Ann  Jensen  was  chosen  third  President  of  the  Salem 
Relief  Society,  with  Delia  Hemming  and  Alice  Roylance  as  Counselors, 
Evelyn  Worlton  as  Secretary,  M.  May  Grover  as  Assistant  Secret ar>%  and 
Christina  Hegsted  as  treasurer. 

President  Jensen  was  especially  adapted  to  care  for  the  sick   To 
many  a  family  m  Salem,  she  went  as  an  angel  of  mercy,  and  is  remembered 
as  such  by  those  who  were  afflicted   Her  work  never  ended  with  just  a 
visit  to  the  sick,  but  in  many  cases,  she  stayed  at  the  home  of  the  sick 
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until  she  knew  that  a  change  for  the  better  had  taken  place. 

During  her  services,  the  following  Sisters  were  aids:  Caroline 
Peterson,  Alvelda  J,  Pederson,  Lena  Anderson,  with  Myrtle  Mortensen  as 
chorister,  Pleasance  Furse  as  Secretary,  Rosa  Ward  as  Assistant  Secre- 
tary, and  Ester  Hilton  as  organist.  After  eight  years  of  faithful 
labor.  Sister  Martha  Ann  Jensen  and  her  officers  were  released  on 
August  15,  1912. 

Sister  Evelyn  Worlton  was  Set  apart  as  fourth  President,  with 
Amanda  Bell  and  Myrtle  Mortensen  as  Counselors,  Laura  Hogg  as  Secre- 
tary, Amelia  Phillips  as  Assistant  Secretary,  Christina  Hegsted  as 
Treasurer,  and  Alice  Roylance  and  Lizetta  Neff  as  aids. 

Sister  Worlton  and  her  officers  and  members  responded  to  the 
call  from  the  general  board  to  give  every  possible  help  to  the  Red 
Cross :  Socks  were  knitted  and  bandages  rolled- 

Laura  Hogg  was  released  in  1914  as  Secretary  and  Amelia  Phillips 
as  Assistant  Secretary,  and  Essie  Furse  and  Delia  Hemmmgs  Sustained 
as  such,  Essie  Furse  was  released  February  28,  1915  and  Nancy  Cherry 
Sustained.  Annie  Mortensen  was  Sustained  as  chorister  the  same  day= 

After  four  years  of  service.  Sister  Worlton  and  her  board  were 
honorably  released  January  25,  1917.  Mary  Ward  succeeded  as  fifth 
President,  with  Delia  Hemming  and  Alice  Roylance  as  Counselors,  Clara 
Withers  as  Secretary,  Myrtle  Bohi  as  Treasurer,  and  Lena  Anderson  as 
Class  Leader,  On  June  8,  1919  the  following  were  released:  Delia 
Hemming,  Alice  Roylance,  Clara  Withers,  Myrtle  Bohi,  and  Lena  Anderson. 
Sustained  the  same  day  were  Anna  Jacobson  as  1st  Counselor,  Nettie 
Belnap  as  2nd  Counselor,  Eleanor  Virgin  as  Secretary-Treasurer,  and 
Linda  Eddington  as  Assistand  Secretary.  Mae  Hegsted  succeeded  Nettie 
Belnap  as  2nd  Counselor  on  September  20.  July  1921  -  Effie  Belnap 
and  Martha  Ann  Jensen  succeeded  as  2nd  Counselors,,  Sarah  J.  Hilton  as 
Secretary,  Esther  Hilton  as  chorister,  and  Ethel  Bagley  as  organist. 
Sister  Ward  and  her  officers  had  a  broad  field  of  labor  daring  the  flu 
epidemic,  caring  with  untiring  efforts  for  the  flu  victims, 

September  17,  1922  -  Martha  Ann  Jensen  was  =gain  chosen  to  be 
President,  with  Olive  Jensen  and  Edna  Hegsted  as  Counselors,  Sarah  J. 
Hilton  as  Secretary,  Clara  Withers  as  Assistant  Secretary,  Esther 
Hilton  as  chorister,  and  Ethel  Bagley  as  organist   Alice  Hansen, 
Linda  Eddington,  and  Eleanor  Virgin  were  Class  Leaders-  Rachel  Dillie 
and  Clara  Withers  succeeded  as  Counselors,  along  with  Mae  Hegsted, 

Clarissa  Williams,  general  President  of  the  Relief  Society,  had 
the  inspiration  of  that  the  interest  of  the  wheat  fund  should  be 
returned  to  the  Wards  and  used  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare - 
Clinics  were  established  for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and  the  health  of 
children  and  adults  unproved  very  much.  Sister  Jensen  was  the  second 
time  honorably  released  on  September  25,  1927. 

Sister  Myrtle  Wasden  was  Set  apart  as  the  seventh  President,  with 
Clara  Withers  and  Annie  Mortensen  as  Counselors,  and  Laura  Hogg  as 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Lucy  Bowen  succeeded  as  2nd  Counselor,  During 
World  War  I,  the  Relief  Society  gram  was  sold  and  the  money  was  put 
m  trust  of  the  presiding  Bishopric.  Since  there  was  no  gram  to  be 
stored,  Sister  Wasden  and  her  board  decided  to  sell  the  granary  with 
with  the  sanction  of  Bishop  George  Tanner,  and  use  the  money  for  the 
building  of  a  new  Relief  Society  room   The  granary  was  sold  and  the 
money  for  the  building  was  put  in  the  Fremont  County  Bank,  Sugar  City, 
pending  preparation  for  a  new  Relief  Society  room.  The  granary  was 
sold  to  Alfred  Ward, 

Clinics  and  class  work  was  carried  on.  Sister  Wasden  and  her 
officers  cared  for  the  affairs  of  the  Society  to  the  best  of  their 
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ability o  On  December  8,  1929  Sister  Wasden  and  her  board  were  honorably- 
released. 

Elsie  K,  Jensen  succeeded  as  eigth  President  with  Laura  Hogg  and 
Emily  Hopw  as  Counselors,  and  Eulalia  Worlton  as  Secretary „  Bertha 
Rindlisbacher  succeeded  as  2nd  Counselor  in  1935,  when  Laura  Hogg  moved 
to  Montana^  During  the  service  of  Elsie  K„  Jensen,  a  great  depression 
came  over  the  nation „  Banks  were  foreclosed,  the  money  from  the 
granary  was  losto  Government  and  Church  had  to  lend  a  helping  hand. 
Red  Cross  material  was  distributed  by  Sister  Jensen  and  her  officers 
to  those  in  need. 

Besides  seven  Class  Leaders,  there  was  a  sunshine  committee  and 
a  sewing  and  a  decorating  committee.  All  responded  cheerfully  to  their 
duties.  Clinics  were  carried  on,  eye  glasses  were  supplied,  and  layettes 
and  quilts  were  sold  and  given  away  to  those  m  need.  During  the  winter 
of  1932-33,  material  for  quilt  blocks  and  22  pounds  of  washed  wool  were 
donated  and  11  quilts  were  made  that  winter  by  the  members  under  the 
direction  of  the  visiting  teachers. 

Louise  Yo  Robinson  had  the  inspiration  to  ask  each  Sister  to  donate 
one  new  and  one  made-over  article  for  emergency.  To  this,  the  Salem 
Sisters  responded  well.  Birthdays  of  all  Sisters  were  celebrated  for 
one  year. 

In  November  1935,  the  Salem  Relief  Society  Golden  Jubilee  was 
celebrated  with  a  pageant  depicting  the  highlights  of  the  local  Relief 
Society o  At  this  celebration  $20  was  cleared  and  sent  to  Missionaries. 
The  general  fund  was  supplied  with  proceeds  from  show,  fishpond,  country 
stores,  sales  of  ice  cream  at  the  sugar  factories,  and  sale  of  tickets 
for  the  Romance  theater. 

The  Sisters  donated  freely  of  their  old  clothing  to  be  made  over 
for  the  Church  Welfare  as  well  as  new  articles,  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Scripture  reading  was  made  interesting  by  recipes  for  Bible  cakes, 
Bible  games  and  so  on.  Despite  depression.  Sister  Jensen  and  her  off- 
icers enjoyed  many  spiritual  feasts  and  socials c  During  those  lean 
years  of  depression,  they  gained  the  friendship  of  every  Sister  in  the 
Ward  - 

On  August  16,  1937  Sister  Jensen  was  released  and  Emily  Hope 
Sustained  as  ninth  President,  with  Bertha  Rindlisbacher  and  Janet 
Mortensen  as  Counselors,  and  Eulalia  Worlton  as  Secretary.  Sister 
Worlton  was  succeeded  in  January  1938  by  Clarissa  Luke,  who  in  turn 
was  succeeded  by  Delia  Gray. 

The  membership  campaign  was  started  during  the  year  that  Sister 
Hope  was  President.  A  total  of  1582  chapters  of  scripture  was  read 
by  the  members.  Forty  two  visits  to  the  sick  were  made,.  Eight  quilts 
were  made.  Clinics  were  held,  five  children  had  tonsils  removed,  eye 
glasses  were  bought  for  three  children  and  the  organization  helped  buy 
glasses  for  two  adults.  Two  children  had  teeth  taken  care  of  by  the 
Relief  Society.  Vegetables  and  fruits  were  donated  and  many  went  to 
the  cannery  and  helped  can  the  produce,  A  cover  for  the  pulpit  in  the 
Chapel  was  bought  during  the  year. 

On  September  4,  1938  Sister  Hope  was  honorably  released,  also 
Bertha  Rindlisbacher. 

Eulalia  Worlton  was  Set  apart  as  tenth  President  with  Janet  Mort- 
ensen and  Mable  Hirschi  as  Counselors,  and  Clarissa  Luke  as  Secretary, 
Mable  Hirschi  was  chosen  Premary  President  and  was  succeeded  as  2nd 
Counselor  by  Myrtle  Bohi. 

During  Sister  Worlton 's  service,  a  library  cabinet  was  built  and 
an  active  library  organized  with  Elsi  K.  Jensen  and  Sarali  Bohi  as 
librarians. 
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A  building  fund  was  started  for  a  Relief  Society  room   A  quilt 
was  made,  having  all  the  names  of  the  members  of  Salem  Ward  embroidered 
on  it,  charging  ten  cents  per  name.  The  quilt  was  presented  to  Bishop 
0.  P.  Mortensen,  and  the  money  put  in  the  building  fund.  During  1939 
the  new  membership  quota  was  reached,  Salem  being  the  first  Ward  in 
Rexburg  Stake  to  reach  its  quota,  thanks  to  the  fine  efforts  of  the 
membership  coordinator,  Emily  Hope.  A  co-operative  spirit  prevailed 
during  Sister  Worlton's  service.  President  Worlton  was  released  on 
April  21,  1940  with  a  vote  of  thanks. 

Sister  Esther  Hilton  was  Set  apart  as  the  eleventh  President, 
with  Myrtle  Bohi  and  Emma  Wasden  as  Counselors,  and  Delia  Gray  as 
Secretary,  who  was  succeeded  by  Anita  Mortensen.  Lilie  Archibald  was 
chorister,  Ethel  Bagley  was  organist,  and  the  following  were  Class 
Leaders:  Sarah  Shirley,  Lucy  Bowen,  Cleova  Hegsted,  Clara  Shirley, 
Janet  Mortensen,  Mary  Shirley,  Eva  Rice,  Thelma  Hendricks,  Bertha 
Roylance,  and  Vanda  Jensen.  Bertha  Rindlisbacher  was  magazine  agent, 
succeeded  by  Jennie  Rindlisbacher  and  Ivy  Price,  Sarah  Bohi  was 
librarian,  and  Emily  Hope  was  membership  coordinator. 

Sister  Hilton  and  her  co-workers  sponsored  a  very  fine  annual 
day  party  on  March  17,  1941.  Families  were  helped,  quilts  were  made, 
and  members  helped  at  the  cannery.  Sister  Hilton  was  released  on 
January  11,  1942, 

Eulalia  Worlton  was  again  chosen  as  the  twelfth  President  of  the 
Salem  Ward  Relief  Society  with  Emma  Wasden  and  Lillie  Archibald  as 
Counselors  and  Anita  Mortensen  as  Secretary -Treasurer. 

A  very  fine  centennial  celebration  was  held  on  March  17,  1942. 
All  former  Presidents  and  those  Sisters  who  were  members  for  50  years 
and  over  were  especially  honored.  A  program  was  presented  and  the 
reception  table  was  covered  with  an  exquisite  tablecloth.  The  center- 
piece was  a  three -tier  cake  made  by  Janet  Mortensen. 

Membership  enrollment  was  87,  or  80  percent  on  December  31,  1941, 
20  percent  over  the  quota  set  by  the  general  board.  Forty-one  magazine 
subscriptions  were  taken  at  that  time,  or  47  percent. 

At  the  beginning  of  1943,  there  were  73  members  in  the  Salem  Ward 
Relief  Society. 

On  May  23,  1943  Eulalia  Worlton  and  her  board  were  released  and 
Mary  Shirley  was  Sustained  as  the  thirteenth  President  of  the  Salem 
Ward,  Ethellyn  Shirley  and  Iris  Birch  were  chosen  as  Counselors,  and 
Anita  Mortensen  Secretary-Treasurer. 

During  the  year,  eight  quilts  were  made,  A  new  article  shower  was 
held  in  April.  Every  fourth  Thursday  of  the  summer  was  spent  at  the 
Red  Cross  center c  Three  tonsil  operations  were  paid  for. 

On  January  1,  1944  the  Salem  Ward  Relief  Society  was  fully  organ- 
ized as  m  the  previous  year.  Later  in  the  year,  Ethellyn  Shirley  was 
released  and  Ivie  Price  was  Sustained  as  2nd  Counselor. 

New  curtains  were  bought  for  the  Church  House.  Members  went  every 
fourth  Thursday  to  the  Red  Cross  Center  and  folded  hundreds  of  sponges. 

The  year  1945  found  Salem  Ward  fully  organized  and  working  hard 
under  the  handicap  of  war  restrictions.  Members  were  able,  however,  to 
complete  their  welfare  assignment  and  sponsor  a  successful  bazaar. 

On  August  26,  1945  the  Relief  Society  was  reorganized  with  Iris 
Birch  becoming  the  fourteenth  President.  Her  Counselors  were  Mabel 
Bel nap  and  Lucy  Withers . 

A  silver  shirt  idea  was  carried  out  m  which  members  donated  silver 
to  be  used  to  furnished  the  Relief  Society  room. 
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The  close  of  1945  brought  many  changes  to  the  Ward  because  of  the 
division  of  the  Rexburg  Stake,  but  it  gave  many  more  an  opportunity  to 
work. 

The  fifteenth  President  of  the  Salem  Ward  Relief  Society,  Lucy 
Withers,  was  Sustained  in  November  of  1945,  with  Mabel  H.  Belnap  and 
Thelma  Hope  as  Counselors,  and  Anita  Mortensen  as  Secretary, 

Officers  and  teachers  as  of  January  1,  1946  were  Mildred  H,  Mort- 
ensen as  chorister.  Myrtle  T.  Bohi  as  organist,  Ivie  Price  as  magazine 
representative,  Sarah  Bohi  as  librarian,  and  Class  Leaders  were:   Ina 
T,  Ball,  Sarah  Shirley,  Virginia  Virgin,  Mary  Shirley,  Delpha  Jensen, 
and  later  Thelma  Ball  was  Sustained  as  work  director. 

A  nursery  was  started  for  the  first  time  in  1947  for  mothers  with 
small  children «  Some  folding  chairs  were  purchased  to  be  used  by  the 
Ward,  several  banquets  were  served  and  the  proceeds  went  to  the  Ward 
building  fund,  and  to  purchase  basketball  suits  for  the  M-Men. 

January  9,  1949  -  Sister  Mildred  H,  Mortensen  was  Sustained  as 
the  sixteenth  President,  with  Mary  Birch  as  first  Counselor,  Jennie  H. 
Rindlisbacher  as  second  Counselor,  and  Ina  T.   Ball  as  Secretary-Treas- 
urer.  On  December  11  Mary  Birch  was  released,  Jennie  Rindlisbacher  was 
moved  to  first  Counselor  and  Melrhea  Bagley  Sustained  as  the  Second, 

Some  of  the  ladies  working  with  Sister  Mortensen  were  Shirley 
Rice  as  chorister- -later  Myrtle  Bohi,  Helen  Belnap  as  organist- -later 
Janet  Mortensen,  Verla  Price  as  magazine  representative- -later  Afton 
Anderson,  and  Class  Leaders  were:  Lucy  Withers- -later  Emma  Jensen, 
Sarah  Shirley,  Faye  Mortensen,  Mary  Shirley,  Lela  Ann  Hope- -later  Zelda 
Mortensen,  and  still  later  Ora  Sc  Larsen, 

During  her  term  of  eight  years,  the  new  Church  was  built  and 
dedicated,  June  20,  1954,  100  percent  of  visiting  teaching  was  done, 
with  the  exception  of  one  month.  Christmas  boxes  were  fixed  and  taken 
each  year  to  widows,  widowers,  and  homeboundo 

The  Relief  Society  was  reorganized  March  17,  1957  with  Sister  Ora 
S.  Larsen  becoming  the  seventeenth  President,  Charlotte  (Lottie)  Shirley 
as  first  Counselor,  Mable  Valentine  as  second  Counselor,  and  Zelda 
Mortensen  as  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Those  Sustained  as  helpers  were  Janet  Mortensen,  Myrtle  Bohi, 
Afton  Anderson,  Norma  Bowen,  Emma  Wasden,  Merle  Luke,  Emma  Jensen, 
Alice  Hegsted,  Delores  Birch,  and  Eulalia  Ut)rltono 

During  Sister  Larson's  term  of  office.  Relief  Society  magazine 
subscriptions  were  sent  to  the  Ward  Missionaries  in  the  field  and  100 
percent  of  visiting  teaching  was  also  accomplished. 

Birthday  cards  were  sent  to  each  lady  with  a  crocheted  lace 
edged  handkerchief  enclosed. 

Sister  Afton  Anderson  was  Sustained  as  the  eighteenth  President 
on  August  20,  1961  with  Charlotte  (Lottie)  Shirley  as  first  Counselor, 
Mable  Belnap  as  second  Counselor,  and  Zelda  Mortensen  as  Secretar>'- 
Treasurer. 

In  February  1962,  our  community  had  a  flood,  due  to  the  ice  in  the 
rivers  and  canals  and  then  a  sudden  thaw.  Some  of  the  people  that  were 
threatened  were  moved  from  their  homes. 

Six  sets  of  Baptismal  clothing  were  sent  to  Glade  Wasden  in  the 
Spanish  Mission  field. 

Those  working  with  Sister  Anderson  were  Darletta  B.  Powell  as 
chorister,  Janet  R.  Mortensen  as  organist,  Veda  T.  Mortensen  as  maga- 
zine representative,  and  Class  Leaders  Emma  Jensen,  Ina  T.  Ball,  Mable 
J,  Valentine,  Merle  A.  Luke,  and  Mary  G.  Shirley.  Changes  made  later 
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were  Jennie  H.  Rindlisbacher,  taking  Mable  Valentine's  place,  and  Eulalia 
Worlton  taking  Veda  T,  Mortensen's.  Mary  Shirley  took  Ina  Balls  place 
and  Melrhea  Bagley,  Mary  Shirley's. 

On  September  8,  1963  the  Relief  Society  was  reorganized  with  Jennie 
H.  Rindlisbacher  as  President,  Vema  B.  Shirley  as  first  Counselor,  Ina 
To  Ball  as  second  Counselor,  and  Joleen  L.  Summers  as  Secretary-Treas- 
urer <  Other  officers  and  teachers  were  Darletta  B,  Powell  as  chorister, 
Maud  M.  Mortensen  as  organist,  Eulalia  J.  Worlton  as  magazine  represen- 
tative, and  the  following  Class  Leaders:  Thelma  Y.  Ball,  Mary  G. 
Shirley,  Merle  A,  Luke,  Verla  B.  Archibald,  and  Lottie  S.  Shirley, 

The  last  few  years,  the  Relief  Society  has  helped  with  the  digging 
of  the  Ward  potatoes  with  the  preparation  of  dinner  for  the  workers, 
and  some  helping  in  the  fields 

There  has  been  an  agent  set  up  in  each  Ward  to  help  with  the  sale 
of  the  garments.  The  Ward  receives  some  refund  from  these  sales. 

The  Nurser)^  program  was  changed  to  follow  the  direction  of  the 
General  Board,  a  kitchen  shower  was  held  to  resupply  some  needed  items 
and  12  song  books  were  purchased  for  the  Relief  Society  Room. 

Once  again  reorganization  time  came.  On  August  8,  1965  Valene 
Fo  Withers  was  Sustained  as  the  twentieth  President,  with  Verla  B. 
Archibald  as  first  Counselor,  Darletta  B.  Powell  as  second  Counselor, 
and  Bonnie  Jean  Munns  as  Secretary -Treasurer,  Mildred  H,  Mortensen 
was  Sustained  as  chorister,  Maud  M„  Mortensen  as  organist,  Mable  H, 
Belnap  as  magazine  representative,  and  the  Class  Leaders  as  follows: 
Jennie  H,  Rindlisbacher,  Mary  G,  Shirley,  Ilia  H,  Hall,  Lottie  S.  Shirley, 
and  Vama  R.  Stanger.  Later  Sister  Hall,  Sister  Lottie  S.  Shirley,  and 
Sister  Stanger  were  released  and  Sustained  in  their  places  were  Norma 
Lee  R.  Harris,  Edna  G,  Fuller,  and  Elaine  S,  Munns. 

One  goal  set  by  this  Presidency  was  to  get  more  young  mothers  out 
to  Relief  Society „  To  help  with  this,  a  beginner  quilt  was  put  on  and 
each  step  showing  how  to  do  it  was  explained,  when  finished  it  was 
given  to  one  who  had  worked  on  it.  A  refrigerator  was  purchased  for  the 
Ward  kitchen. 

Sister  Vama  R.  Stanger  was  Sustained  as  the  twenty- first  President 
of  the  Salem  Ward  Relief  Society  on  June  4,  1967,  Mary  W.  Withers  as 
first  Counselor,  Thelma  S.  Hansen  as  second  Counselor,  and  Willa  P. 
Bagley  as  Secretary-Treasurer  were  Sustained  as  her  helpers c 

During  her  short  teim,  good  meetings  were  held  and  many  helpful 
hints  on  homemaking  were  given.  IVheat  grinders  were  ordered  for  many 
Sisters  of  the  Ward, 

Due  to  the  ill  health  of  Sister  Stanger  and  the  release  of  Bishop 
Phill  A.  Worlton  on  June  30,  Sister  Stanger  and  her  board  were  released 
too.  August  4,  1968  -  Zelda  R.  Mortensen  was  Sustained  as  President, 
with  Rulla  M.  Price  as  first  Counselor,  Bonnie  N.  Munns  as  second  Coun- 
selor, and  Jennie  He  Rindlisbacher  as  Secretary -Treasurer,  This  was  the 
twenty- second  Relief  Society  Presidency,  Others  Sustained  were  Ora  S, 
Larsen,  magazine  representative,  and  Class  Leaders:  Ina  T.  Ball,  Mary 
Go  Shirley,  Beverly  T.  Robinson,  Edna  B.  Fuller,  Mable  Jc  Valentine, 
Letha  W„  Harding  as  chorister,  and  Mila  K,  Harris  as  organist.,  Later 
Edna  B.  Fuller  was  changed  to  chorister  and  Delores  J.  Birch  was  Sus- 
tained m  her  place  and  Golda  Fullmer  in  the  place  of  Mable  Valentine,. 

Drapes  were  replaced  in  the  Relief  Society  Room,  101  percent  of  the 
Relief  Society  magazines  were  sold  m  the  Ward,  and  100  percent  of  visit- 
ing teaching  was  done  during  her  two  years  of  service   One  of  the  Stake 
projects  during  this  time  was  to  get  pictures  of  all  Relief  Society 
Presidents  since  1945,  which  was  accomplished  very  well. 
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On  July  19,  1970,  Sister  Afton  N.  Wasden  was  Sustained  as  the 
twenty-third  President  with  Darlene  G.  Clark  as  first  Counselor,  Janet 
L.  Phillips  as  second  Counselor,  and  Willa  P.  Bagley  as  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

Due  to  the  change  from  the  General  Authorities  and  with  the  change 
of  the  Presidencies,  the  funds  of  the  Relief  Society  were  turned  to  the 
Ward  and  the  expenses  of  the  organization  were  put  on  the  budget  of  the 
Ward.  There  were  to  be  no  more  bazaars.  This  changed  the  Relief  Soci- 
ety somewhat  as  the  attentions  were  turned  more  to  homemaking  tips 
rather  than  getting  ready  for  the  bazaars. 

At  this  time,  September  of  1970,  the  dues  of  the  Relief  Society 
were  no  longer  collected,  and  with  January  1971,  the  Relief  Society 
magazine  will  no  longer  be  published.  Beginning  with  September  1971 
every  L.  D.  S.  woman  will  be  enrolled  in  the  Relief  Society. 

Sister  Wasden' s  other  helpers  were  Mila  K.  Harris  as  organist, 
and  Class  Leaders  were:  Ora  S.  Larsen,  Mary  G.  Shirley,  Patricia  H. 
Nilsson- -later  Afton  M.  Anderson,  Colleen  S.  Coates--later  Charyl  C. 
Price,  and  Delores  J.  Birch.  July  25,  1971  -  Edna  B,  Fuller  was 
Sustained  as  Secretary  in  place  of  Willa  P.  Bagley. 

This  is  the  Salem  Ward  Relief  Society  History  up  to  the  fall  of 
1971,  with  one  hundred  twenty- two  (122)  members  enrolled,  all  L.  D.  S. 
women  in  the  Ward. 
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History  of  the  Young  Ladies  Mutual  Improvement  Association 


1886    The  M.  I.  A.  for  both  ladies  was  organized  with  the  young  men 
in  the  fall  of  1886,  with  Hyrum  Jacobs  as  President,  Charles 
Valentine  as  first  Counselor,  Hans  Peter  Jensen  as  second 
Counselor,  and  Mary  Harris  as  President  of  the  Young  Ladies o 
The  Y.W.M,I.A„  continued  to  meet  with  the  Y,MoM,I.A.  until 
1883  or  1884. 

1883  At  this  time,  the  Y. W.M.I. A.  was  organized  with  Miss  Eva 
or     Jacobs  as  President,  with  Mrs.  Minerva  Valentine  as  first 

1884  Counselor,  Miss  Elmina  Judy  as  second  Counselor,  and  Miss 
Myrtle  Valentine  as  Secretary,, 

1897     A  reorganization  in  the  latter  part  of  1897  made  Mrs.  Zina 
W.  Jacobs  President,  Mrs.  Amanda  C,  Bell  first  Counselor, 
Miss  Harriet  Hill  second  Counselor,  and  Miss  Zilpha  Jaques 
Secretary. 

1899  Miss  Zilpha  Jaques  was  chosen  first  Counselor  succeeding 
Amanda  Bell.  Mrs,  Hannah  Metzler  second  Counselor,  and 
Stella  M,  Jacobs  Secretary.  Early  in  1900,  Mrs.  Myrtle 

1900  Mortensen  succeeded  Mrs.  Hannah  Metzler.  These  officers 
were  still  acting  December  31,  1900.  April  18,  1900  - 
Zina  Wo  Jacobs  as  President,  Myrtle  Mortensen  as  Counselor. 

1901  May  28,  1901  -  Mae  W,  Hegsted  as  President,  Delia  Hemming 

as  second  Counselor,  Zelpha  Anderson  as  first  Counselor,  and 

Stella  Jacobs  as  Secretary, 
1911    Mae  Hegsted  as  President,  Sarah  Eddington  as  first  Counselor, 

and  Estella  Holman  as  second  Counselor. 
1913     December  2,  1913  -  President  Sarah  B,  Harris  Presided  and 

Sarah  B,  Shirley  Conducted, 
1915     December  1915  -  President  Sarah  B,  Harris,  Counselors  Lucinda 

Stephensen,  Anna  (A)  Jacobsen,  Secretary  Laulla  Harris  ,  and 

Nettie  Belnap  Set  apart  as  second  Counselor.  Milinda  Bell 

as  aide 
1919    Rachel  Dillie- -President,  Myrtle  Mortensen- -first  Counselor, 

Dollie  Jensen- -second  Counselor 
1923-24  Eulalia  Worlton- -President,  Lily  Archibald- -first  Counselor, 

Linda  Eddington- -second  Counselor. 
1925.    Y, W.M.I, A.  Reorganized  on  January  18,  1925-  Released  were 

Lilian  Johnson  President,  Dessie  Walters  first  Counselor,  and 

Annie  Mortensen  as  second  Counselor ,  Sustained  were  Annie 

Mortensen  as  President,  Dessie  Walters  as  first  Counselor, and 

Virginia  Jensen  as  second  Counselor, 
1926    Above  released   Sustained  were  Sarah  Shirley  Jr.  as  President 

Dessie  Walters  as  first  Counselor,  October  10,  Mildred  Tanner 

as  second  Counselor,  and  Elma  Withers  as  Secretary,  Released 
1928    May  13,  1928,  and  Sustained  Olive  Jensen  as  President,  with 

Adaline  Belnap  as  first  Counselor,  and  Alta  Mortensen  as 

second  Counselor. 
1930     Y- L.M.I. A.  reorganized,  Dessie  Walters- -President,  with 

Ester  Hilton- -first  Counselor,  Sue  Powell- -second  Counselor, 

and  Martha  Hirschi-- Secretary. 

Y.L.M.IoA.  reorganized  again.  Vera  Calloway- -President ,  with 

Jeanette  Mortensen- -first  Counselor,  Sue  Powell- -second  Coun- 
selor, Mabel  Roylance- -Secretary, 

40 


1935  Reorganized  with  Thelma  Hendricks  President  June  9,  1935  and 
Emma  Wasden  first  Counselor. 

1938  June  19,  1938  -  Y.L.MoI.A.  reorganized c  Emma  Wasden --President, 
Ethelyn  Shirley- -first  Counselor,  Elma  Withers --second  Counselor 
and  Guinevere  Bowen-- Secretary.  Released  August  13,  1939, 

1939  Sustained  were  Ethelyn  Shirley- -President,  Goldie  Fullmer- -first 
Counselor,  and  Rachel  Hirschi-- second  Counselor. 

1945    November  30,  1945  -  Sustained  Golda  FulLmer- -President,  Vera 

Calloway- -first  Counselor,  Mildred  Mortensen- -second  Counselor, 
and  Grace  Morgan- -Secretary.  Released  July  27,  1947, 

1947  Sustained  were  Emma  Wasden  as  President  of  Y,L.M.I-A.,  Merle 
Luke  as  first  Counselor,  Fern  Virgin  as  second  Counselor, and 
Nina  Bohi  and  Nomia  Belnap  as  Secretaries.  Released  January 
6,  1952, 

1952     Sustained  Willia  Bagley  as  President,  and  Glenna  Zollinzer  as 
second  Counselor, 

1954    Released  November  7,  1954  were  Glenna  Zollinzer,  Delpha  Jensen, 
and  Faye  Mortensen  from  Y.L.M.IcAc  Presidency c  Sustained  were 
Golda  Hope  as  President,  Sherlotta  Shirley  as  first  Counselor, 
Mildred  Smith  as  second  Counselor,  and  Marcia  Ball  as  Secretary, 

1957  September  1957  -  Mildred  Smith- -President,  Fern  Virgin- -first 
Counselor,  Verla  Archibald- -second  Counselor,  and  Verla  Price-- 
Secretary,  Released  August  16,  1958, 

1958  Maude  Mortensen- -President,  Fern  Virgin- -first  Counselor,  Verla 
Archibald- -second  Counselor,  and  Verla  E,  Price- -Secretary, 

1959  Margret  Ball  replaced  Verla  Archibald,  with  Myma  Kay  Jensen  as 
Secretary. 

1961  .August  27,  1961  -  Willa  Bagley- -President,  Betty  Kunz—first 
Counselor,  Vergene  Hirschi- -second  Counselor,  and  Myma  Kay 
Jensen- - Secretary , 

1962  November  18,  1962  -  Ward  reorganized-  Ruth  Owens-  President, 
Rula  Prece--first  Counselor,  Mabel  Valentine- ^second  Counselor, 
and  Dortha  Larsen- -Secretary. 

1965  Darlene  Clark- -President,  Velma  S.  Calloway- -first  Counselor, 
Afton  No  Wasden- -second  Counselor,  and  Rachel  Sommer- -Secretary, 

1966  October  23,  1966  -  Ward  Conference.  Officers  same  as  above, 
with  new  Secretary  Ludean  McForland 

1967  Ward  Conference.  Thel la  Mortensen- -President,  Vema  Shirley-- 
first  Counselor,  Valene  Withers- -second  Counselor,  and  Belva 
Worlton- -Secretary, 

1968  September  1,  1968  -  Vergene  Hirschi --President,  Rachael  Sommer-- 
first  Counselor,  Mary  Zollinzer- -second  Counselor,  and  Belva 
Worlton- -Secretary, 

1969  August  24,  1969  -  Ward  Conference   Vergene  Hirschi- -President, 
Fern  Virgin- -first  Counselor,  \\yiene  Be  Jensen- -second  Counselor, 
and  Mary  Withers- -Secretary, 

1970  August  23,  1970  -  Ward  Conference o  Officers  in  the  Young  Ladies 
were  Vergene  Hirschi  as  President,  Fern  Virgin  as  first  Counse- 
lor, Wylene  Jensen  as  second  Counselor,  and  Mary  Withers  as 
Secretary.  These  officers  were  released  August  30,  1971 

1971  August  30,  1971  -  Sustained  as  President  of  the  Young  Ladies 
M.I, A.  was  Joleen  Summers,  with  Kaye  Wasden  as  Activity  Counse- 
lor,Fern  Virgin  as  Manual  Counselor,  Varna  Stanger  as  Secretary, 
Sister  Stanger  was  released  September  19,  1971.  Sustained  as 
Secretaries  were  Glena  Zillmger  and  Delma  Callaway, 
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1886  The  M. IcA,  for  both  Ladies  and  Men  was  organized  in  the  fall 
of  1886,  with  Hyrum  Jacobs  as  President,  Charles  Valentine  as 
first  Counselor,  Hans  Peter  Jensen  as  second  Counselor,  and 
Mary  Harris  President  of  the  Young  Ladies- 

1887  November  13,  188  7  -  Meeting  attended  by  Edmond  Paul,  Stake 
President  of  the  MdeA.  both  sexes  were  reorganized   I-Iyrum 
Jacobs  being  released.  Sustained  as  President --Charles  Valen- 
tine, first  Counselor- -Hans  P.  Jensen,  second  Counselor --Oscar 
H.  Anderson,  and  Secretary- -Cc  R.  J-  Harris c  No  accountant 

at  this  tune  of  the  Young  Ladies. 

1888  The  latter  part  of  1888,  the  MI, A,  was  reorganized:  December 
16  -  Joseph  Larsen  President,  Heber  C.  Roylance  first  Counselor, 
and  James  Olsen  second  Counselor. 

1890    January  MdeA.  reorganized,  Hans  Peter  Jensen  President,  C.   Ro 

Jo  Harris  first  Counselor,  Clements  G.  Ward  second  Counselor, 

and  Harvey  Roylance  Secretary 
1892    Early  m  1892,  Joseph  Larsen  President,  C.  R.  J.  Harris  first 

Counselor,  John  Miller  second  Counselor,  and  Ammond  C.  Jacobsen 

Secretary. 
1895    Another  reorganization,  C.  R.  J.  Harris  President,  Hyrum  So 

Jacobs  first  Counselor,  William  Aron  Judy  second  Counselor, 

and  Hyrum  Dille  Secretary c 
1897    Gotlieb  Bohi  President,  Hyrum  Bell  first  Counselor,  John  Wo 

Hill  second  Counselor,  soon  after,  Amofe  Canute  Jacobs  second 

Counselor,  and  Nephi  Anderson  Secretary ^ 

1900  John  W.  Hill  was  honorably  released  October  7,  1900.  Joseph 
Larsen --second  Counselor.  At  the  close  of  1900,  (December  31) 
Gotlieb  Bohi  as  President,  Hyrum  Bell  as  first  Counselor^  Joseph 
Larsen  as  second  Counselor,  and  Nephi  Anderson  as  Secretary,. 
Until  1893  or  1894,  the  Young  Ladies  met  with  the  Young  Menc 

1901  September  -  Hans  P  Jensen  President  and  Hyrum  Bell  tirst  Coun- 
selor o 

1910  May  8,  1910  -  A.  R  Jaques  President,  William  Harris  first 
Counselo"^ ,  and  Augustus  R  Bellnap  as  second  Counselor. 

1911  Albert  L-  Holman  President,  Morgan  Smith  as  first  Counselor, 
James  Inman  as  second  Counselor,  and  Charles  Hilton  as  Secretaryo 
It  app3ar5  that  James  Wo  Phillips  and  David  Hirschi  Jr-  were 
also  Counselors 

1913    Released  Holman  and  Counselors  October  19,  1913.  Sustained  as 
President  was  Hans  C-  Hansen,  Christian  Mortensen  as  first  Coun- 
selor, David  Hirschi  as  second  Counselor,  and  Gotlieb  Bohi  as 
Secretary.  We  have  no  date  when  they  were  released,  but  the 
following  names  appear 

1915    September  23  -  President  James  W.  Phillips  presided.  Counselor 
Peter  Mortensen  conducted.  Secretar>'  G  Bohi  December  1915 
James  W.  Phillips  and  officers  were  released   New  officers 
Set  apart  were,  John  Hegsted  President,  Peter  Mortensen  first 
Counselor,  D,  Rolla  Harris  second  Counselor,  and  G.  Bohi 
Secretary,  Victor  Bell  Assistant  Secretary.,  One  entry  shows 
Joseph  E.  Jensen  presided 

1919    Hans  P.  Jensen  President,  Hyrum  Dille  and  David  W.  Archibald 
Counselors,  The  dates  are  not  showed  on  a  number  of  officers, 
but  they  appear  as  such  during  this  period-  William  Be  Muir 
President,  Orlando  Jensen  first  Counselor,  Chancy  Hansen  second 
Counselor,  and  also  Aron  Hansen  as  second  Counselor. 

1926     October  10  -  Released  were  William  B~  Muir  as  President,  Abraham 
To  James  as  first  Counselor,  and  Vernon  Williams  second  Counselor » 
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1926     Sustained  were  Peter  Jensen  as  President,  Charles  Fullmer  as 

first  Counselor,  Orion  Walters  as  second  Counselor,  and  Loraine 
Withers  as  Secretary. 

1928  May  13  -  Released  were  Peter  Jensen  and  his  officers.  Sustained 
were  Wray  Hegsted  as  President,  Aerial  Petersen  as  first  Counse- 
lor, and  Joseph  Bohi  as  second  Counselor c 

1930  Released  above  officers  and  Sustained  December  31,  Fay  Wasden  as 
President,  with  Leo  Shirley  as  first  Counselor,  Nephi  Gilbert 
Jensen  as  second  Counselor,  and  Melvin  Larsen  as  Secretary. 
Released  April  1931. 

1931  Joseph  Brown  President,  Orion  Walters  first  Counselor,  Harlo 
Hendricks  second  Counselor,  and  Lawrence  Withers  Secretary., 

1932  May  29,  1932  -  reorganized   Vernon  Mortensen  as  President, 
Leslie  Shirley  as  first  Counselor,  Melvin  Larsen  as  second 
Counselor,  and  Lawrence  Withers  as  Secretary - 

1933  September  17  -  Released  Melvin  Larsen,  Sustained  Merlin  Archi- 
bald as  second  Counselor,  and  Edward  Rindlisbacher  as  Secretary. 
They  were  released  May  13,  1934. 

1934  Sustained  N.  Gilbert  Jensen  as  President,  Eariel  Peterson  as 
first  Counselor,  Eugene  Jensen  as  second  Counselor,  November  4 
Sustained  Doyle  Dutson  as  second  Counselor. 

1936     Sustained  Orion  S,  Walters  as  President,  Fremont  Fullmer  and 
Steve  James  as  Counselors,  and  Spence  Harris  as  Secretary. 
1937  Counselors  were  Fremont  Fullmer  as  first  Counselor,  Ora 
Jensen  as  second  Counselor c  1938  Counselors  were  Fremont  Fullmer 
and  Rodney  Shirley,  with  Vernal  Smith  as  Secretary. 

1939  Jess  Gray  President,  Rodney  Shirley  as  first  Counselor,  Vaugn 
Luke  as  second  Counselor,  and  Glenn  Ball  as  Secretary. 

1940  Rodney  Shirley  as  President,  Edward  Rindlisbacher  as  first 
Counselor,  Lowell  Wasden  as  second  Counselor,  and  Verl  Virgin 
as  Secretary. 

1942     Gerald  Larsen  as  President,  Wendell  Virgin  as  first  Counselor, 

Gilbert  Jensen  as  second  Counselor,  and  Grant  Mortensen  as 

Secretary. 
1944    Gerald  Larsen  as  President,  Gilbert  Jensen  as  first  Counselor, 

Austin  Price  as  second  Counselor,  and  Phill  Worlton  as  Secretary. 

Other  Counselors  were  Rodney  Shirley.  They  were  released  on 

June  9,  1946 

1946  Sustained  Arthur  Hope  as  President,  Homer  Taylor  as  first  Coun- 
selor, Robert  Archibald  as  second  Counselor,  and  later  as 
second  Counselor  was  Arlo  Belnap.  Released  July  27,  1947. 

1947  Joseph  Ball  as  President,  Verl  Virgin  as  first  Counselor,  August 
17  -  Arlo  Belnap  as  second  Counselor,  Ralph  Archibald  as  Sec re - 
taryc  Later  Issac  Hope  as  first  Counselor  and  Ray  Price  as 
second  Counselor,  1949  Counselors  were  Morrel  Bowen  as  first 
Counselor  and  Ray  Price  as  second  Counselor,  and  Ronald  Archi- 
bald as  Secretary-  They  were  released  April  30,  1950. 

1950     Sustained  Ross  Shirley  as  President,  James  Shirley  as  first 

Counselor,  Darrel  Wasden  as  second  Counselor,  and  June  Darrel 
Wasden  released  and  Sustained  was  Ralph  Archibald  as  second. 

1952     December  9  -  Set  apart  was  Rodney  Shirley  by  Gerald  Larsen. 

1954     Rodney  Shirley  as  Superintendent,  Ted  Mortensen  as  first  Coun- 
selor, Joseph  Ball  as  second  Counselor;  they  were  released  on 
January  25,  1959. 

1959     Lowell  Luke  as  Superintendent,  Phill  Worlton  as  first  Counselor, 
Lavell  Hirschi  as  second  Counselor,  and  Charles  \^alentine  as 
Secretary, 
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1962  Ward  reorganized  November  18c  J.  Austin  Price  as  Superintendent, 
Ross  Shirley  as  first  Counselor,  Thon  Powell  as  second  Counselor, 
and  Preston  Shirley  as  Secretary. 

1965  Ward  Conference  was  held  on  October  25,  1965,  Thon  Powell  as 
Superintendent,  Wendell  Virgin  as  first  Counselor,  Verd  Mortensen 
as  second  Counselor,  and  Mack  Summer  as  Secretary 

1966  Ward  Conference  was  held  on  October  23,  1966.  Reo  Archibald  as 
Superintendent,  Lynn  Williams  as  first  Counselor,  Verd  Mortensen 
as  second  Counselor,  and  Dal lis  Munns  as  Secretary c 

1967  Ward  Conference  was  held  on  November  26,  1967 o  Verd  Mortensen 

as  Superintendent,  Lynn  Williams  as  first  Counselor,  Jerry  Harris 
as  second  Counselor,  and  Val  Ball  as  Secretary 

1968  Ward  reorganized  on  August  4,  1968.  Jerry  Harris  as  Superinten- 
dent, Perry  Robinson  as  first  Counselor,  Val  Ball  as  second  Coun- 
selor, and  Tom  Luke  as  Secretary, 

1969  Ward  Conference  was  held  on  Sugust  24,  1969,  with  Jerry  Harris  as 
Superintendent,  Perry  Robinson  as  first  Counselor,  Jimmie  Kunz  as 
second  Counselor,  and  Brent  Banta  as  Secretary c 

1970  Ward  Conference  was  heldo  Young  Men's  McL.A.  are  Dean  Birch  as 
Superintendent,  Lynn  Williams  as  first  Counselor,  and  Reo  Archi- 
bald as  second  Counselor. 
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History  of  the  Salem  Primary 


Primary  in  the  Salem  Ward  was  organized  about  1887  with  Mrs, 
Caroline  Jacobs  as  President,  Miss  Caroline  Larsen  as  first  Counselor, 
and  Mrs.  Martha  Jacobs  as  second  Counselor.  Early  records  of  these 
Primaries  have  been  lost.  It  is  known  that  in  July  1890  Bishop  George 
H.  B.  Harris  reorganized  Primary  with  Sister  Sophia  Valentine  as  Presi- 
dent, Mary  Harris  and  Martha  Ann  Jensen  were  her  Counselors. 

About  eighteen  years  later,  Bishop  Bemice  Harris  and  others  deci- 
ded it  would  be  better  to  have  two  Primary's.  So  in  1908,  Sister  Sarah 
Eddington  began  to  take  care  of  the  two,  going  to  North  Salem  one  day 
each  week  to  hold  the  second  one.  This  good  Sister  did  this  for  several 
months,  then  decided  it  was  too  much  work  for  her.  So  in  the  same  year, 
1908,  Sister  Myrtle  Wasden  was  chosen  to  act  as  the  first  President  of 
the  North  Salem  Primary  with  Caroline  Peterson  and  Mary  Ward  as  her 
Counselors . 


Presidencies  of  the  North  Salem  Primary  were: 


1908-1914 

Pres, Myrtle  Wasden 

1st  Coun. Caroline  Petersen 

2nd  Coun . Mary  Ward 

1914-1920 

Pres. Caroline  Petersen 

1st  Coun. Mary  Ward 

2nd  Coun. Lena  Anderson 

1920-1923 

Pres. Myrtle  Wasden 

1st  Coun. Caroline  Petersen 

2nd  Coun. Etta  Sheldon 

1923-1924 

Pres. Laura  Loveland 

1st  Coun. Nancy  Cherry 

2nd  Coun . Mable  Roylance 

1924-1925 

Pres . Ef f  ie  Mortensen 

1st  Coun. Lillie  Archibald 

2nd  Coun . Wanda  Thomock 

1925-1927 

Pres. Eulalie  Worlton 

1st  Coun. Lillie  Archibald 

2nd  Coun. Mable  Hirschi 

1946-1947 

Pres. Emma  Wasden 

1st  Coun. Fay  Mortensen 

2nd  Coun. Rula  Price 


1927-1929 

Pres. Elsia  K.  Jensen 

1st  Coun. Lillie  Archibald 

2nd  Coun. Vera  Clalway 

later- -Virginia  Jensen 
1929-1935 

Pres. Virginia  Jensen 

1st  Coun, Vera  Mortensen 

later  Thelma  Williams  and  later 

Nina  Ricks 
1935-1940 

Pres . Vera  Calaway 

1st  Coun. Golda  Fullmer 

2nd  Coun. Leona  Mortensen  - 

later  Mabel  Belnap  and  Lillie 

Archibald 
1940-1944 

Pres. Mabel  Belnap 

1st  Coun. Leona  Mortensen 

2nd  Coun. Grace  Mortensen  - 

later  Bertha  Roylance  served  as 

Counselor 

1944-1946 

Pres . Maude  Mortensen 

1st  Coun. Emma  Wasden 

2nd  Coun. Zelda  Mortensen 

1947-1948 

Pres. Emma  Jensen 

1st  Coun. Fay  Mortensen 

later  Grace  Mortensen 
2nd  Coun. Geneva  Peterson 
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Presidencies  of  the  South  Salem  Primary  were: 


1910-1912 

Pres. Fannie  Stewart 

1st  Coun. Anna  Johnson 


1912-1916 

Pres .  — Anna  Johnson 

1st  Coun. Annie  Harris 

2nd  Coun. Mae  Hegsted 

1916-1917 

PreSc Rachel  Dillie 

1st  Coun. Mrs,  James  Phillips 

2nd  Coun , Annie  Harris 


1932-1935 

Pres  -Golda  Fullmer 

l5t  Coun. --Emma  Wasden 

2nd  Coun. --Dessie  Walters 

Ida  Jensen  Harris  was  Pres.  some 
time  between  1932-33-34 
1936-1937 

Pres 0 -Mable  Valentine 

1st  CouQo- -Anita  Mortensen 

2nd  Coun. — — Lillian  Johnson 


1937-1938 
Pres.---- 


■ Wanda  Jensen 


1917-1918 
Pres , 


■Olive  Jensen 


1918-1922 
Pres. 


-Annie  Mortensen 


1923-1924 
Pres, 


■Nettie  Belnap 


1925 
Pres, 


-Jessie  Willis 


1926 
Pres. 

1927 
Pres. 


Ida  Bell  Kirklin 


■Nettie  Belnap 


1928-1929 

Pres.- Myrtie  Bohi 

1st  Coun. Cleova  Hegsted 

2nd  Coun, Lillian  Johnson 


1938-1939 

Pres  c -Golda  Fullmer 

1st  Counc-- ----Dessie  Walters 

2nd  Coun. Clara  Shirley 

1940-1941 

Pres -Mable  H ,  Bingham 

1st  Coun.--^ Cleora  (Peggy)  Hansen 

2nd  Coun. Anita  Mortensen 

1941-1943 

Pres  - — Afton  Anderson 

1st  Coun. Cleors  (PeggyJ  Hansen 

2nd  Coun. ------Fern  Virgin 

1944-1945 

Pres . Fern  Virgin 

Coun .--------- -Afton  Anderson  and 

Cleora  (Peggy)  Hansen 

1945-1947 

PreSo Myrtle  Bohi 

1st  Coun. Cleova  Hegsted  later 

Gwen  Bowen 
2nd  Coun . Lucy  Bowen 

1947 

Pres . -Lucy  Bowen 

1st  Coun-- Mable  Valentine 

2nd  Coun . - -  —  -Afton  Anderson 


1930-1932 

Pres. --Mable  Valentine 

1st  Coun- Golda  Fullmer 

2nd  Coun . Emma  Wasden 

It  was  this  time  that  the  North  and  South  Salem  Primaries  were  joined 
together  and  the  Presidencies  were  as  follows  on  the  next  page: 
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1948-1949 

Pres. June  Davidson 

1st  Coun. Blanche  Drake 

2nd  Coun. Glenna  Zollinger 

1950-1951 

Pres. Glenna  Zollinger 

1st  Coun. Thelma  Ball 

2nd  Coun. Alice  Hegsted 

1951-1952 

Pres. Alice  Hegsted 

1st  Coun. Thelma  Ball 

2nd  Coun, Doris  Mortenson 

1952-1953 

Pres . Verla  Archibald 

1st  Coun. Mildred  Smith 

2nd  Coun, Fern  Virgin 

1953-1956 

Pres. Emma  Wasden 

1st  Coun. Fern  Virgin 

2nd  Coun, Marg  Shirley 

1957-1959 

Pres, Rula  Price 

1st  Coun. Thella  Mortensen 

2nd  Coun. Vema  Shirley 


1959-1962 

Pres. Beth  Hall 

1st  Coun. Glenda  Bagley- -Shirley 

Lewis- -Wilma  Patterson 
2nd  Coun . Mary  Withers 

1962-1964 

Pres . Mary  Withers 

1st  Coun. Glenda  Bagley 

2nd  Coun. Darletta  Powell 

1964-1967 

Pres. Ruth  Harris 

1st  Coun. Beverly  Nelson 

2nd  Coun. Fern  Virgin 

1967-1968 

Pres. Norma  Bagley 

1  St  Coun . Kaye  Wasden 

2nd  Coun. Bonnie  Munns 

1968-1970 

Pres. Patricia  Nilsson 

1st  Coun. Nedra  Williams --Elaine 

Munns 
2nd  Coun, Beverly  Nelson 

1970- 

Pres. Glenda  Bagley 

1st  Coun. Karl ene  McFar land 

2nd  Coun. Norma  Lee  Harris 


Primary  over  the  years  has  been  wonderful  I  The  lesson  books, 
programs  for  parents  to  help  them  understand  what  their  children  are 
doing  m  Primary. 

Parties,  summer  activities,  and  crafts  are  all  important  parts  of 
Primary.  Although  Class  names  have  changed  over  the  years  from  Home 
Builders  to  Lihoma,  from  Lark  to  Gaynote  to  Merrie  Miss;  from  Zions  Boys 
and  Girls  to  Pilot  groups,  to  Tatgeteers,  from  Trailbuilders  to  Blazers, 
the  purpose  of  Primary  is  still  the  same,  to  teach  the  children  to  walk 
uprightly  before  the  Lord. 

Lesson  books  have  come  from  no  books  at  all  to  the  new  ones  this 
year  that  are  large  and  have  magnificent  visual  aids  for  each  class. 
That  makes  teaching  the  Gospel  to  the  boys  and  girls  a  pleasure  and 
very  much  of  a  blessing. 

As  Primary  begins  each  year,  the  children  get  acquainted  with  new 
teachers  and  start  on  new  lessons.  They  learn  of  Baptism  the  life  of 
Christ,  Articles  of  Faith,  Scouting  skills,  Homemaking  arts,  the  Priest- 
hood, our  Heavenly  Father,  and  Church  history. 

Soon  it  is  Christmas  and  the  boys  and  girls  are  busy  in  their  classes 
learning  of  the  first  Christmas  in  both  Jerusalem  and  North  America,  Of 
course  there  are  parties  that  go  with  the  holiday  season.  Each  year  the 
officers  and  teachers  get  together  with  their  partners  and  enjoy  a  lovely 
party . 

The  New  Year  brings  the  Birthday  Penny  Drive.  This  Ward  has  been 
most  generous  each  year.  March  brings  the  Ward  Reunion  for  the  children 
and  a  lovely  testimony  meeting  for  the  teachers.  A  highlight  of  each 
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year  is  the  Daddy  Daughter  Parties.  There  is  always  good  food  to  be 
found  and  enjoyment  for  each  Dad  and  his  Daughter c 

April  is  of  course  the  beautiful  lessons  on  the  ressurection,  also 
during  April,  the  Primary  usually  presents  a  Sunday  Evening  Service. 
These  programs  have  been  some  of  the  highest  points  in  Primary  History. 

As  the  year  moves  on,  summer  brings  Round  the  Block  Parade,  summer 
programs  with  the  older  boys  presenting  a  Flag  Ceremony,  then  on  to 
graduation  for  the  eleven  year  old  girls c  The  eleven  year  boy  is  gradu- 
ated throughout  the  year  as  he  turns  twelve  and  is  of  an  age  to  receive 
the  Priesthood, 

In  the  fall  of  1970  as  the  Primary  year  began  a  new  program  was 
started  in  the  Church  so  that  our  lessons,  and  those  in  Sunday  School 
as  well  as  the  Home  Evening  lessong  all  correlate,,  This  way  we  are  each 
helping  reinforce  the  other  lessons. 

I  am  sure  that  throughout  the  years  there  have  been  many  outstanding 
activities  the  Primary  has  participated  in.  Such  as  the  $566.55  they 
raised  selling  bricks,  having  dinners,  numerous  things  to  do  their  share, 
helping  on  the  building  fund. 

In  the  year  of  1970,  the  Primary  lost  a  dear  friend  and  gained  a 
new  one.  It  was  this  year  that  our  Childrens  Friend  was  discontinued 
and  a  new  magazine  The  Friend  began. 

So  through  the  years,  the  Lord  has  seen  fit  to  show  us  the  way  to 
teach  the  children  to  walk  uprightly  before  Him. 
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From  the  Life  History  o3  Hans  Peter  Jensen 
1863-1949  recorded  by  hisself 

We  were  all  bom  of  goodly  parents  like  Nephi  of  old,  our 
parents  taught  us  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  I  am  thankful 
for  the  testimony  I  have  of  its  truthfulness..   I  was  not  privi- 
leged to  acquire  much  schooling  in  my  early  youth,  as  educational 
facilities  were  not  very  good.  However,  I  attended  school  for 
several  winters,  three  months  each  winter,  and  received  instruc- 
tions in  reading,  writing,  spelling,  and  arithmetic c 

1883        After  my  father  returned  from  his  Mission,  I  went  into 

Idaho  in  1883  to  work  for  the  Oregan  Short  Line  Railroad,,  Later 
I  went  to  Beaver  Canyon,  but  was  forced  to  return  home  that  same 
summer  on  account  of  illness  (Typhoid  Fever) .  The  following 
summer  I  spent  working  at  Helena,  Montana.  In  the  spring  of 

1885  1885  I  again  went  to  Idaho,  and  after  locating  a  suitable  place, 
1  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  north  of  Rexburg  along  the  Snake 
River.   (North  Salem)   In  the  fall  I  returned  to  Hyrum,  Utah,   I 
was  ordained  an  Elder  m  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  by  Frank  Allen 
in  December  of  1885,  and  married  Christina  Mortensen  on  December  11 
in  the  Logan  Temple.  After  our  marriage  we  spent  a  few  months  at 
Hyrum,  and  started  for  our  new  home  m  Idaho  during  the  spring  of 

1886  1886.  Our  worldly  possessions  consisted  on  one  dollar  cash,  one 
team  of  horses  and  wagon,  a  cow,  and  miscellaneous  articles  of 
furniture  and  clothing  when  we  arrived  there-  Trials  and  hardships 
were  plenty  during  those  first  years  and  often  things  looked  any- 
thing but  bright,  but  through  united  effort  and  perseverence  we 
were  able  to  clear  the  land  and  make  a  living.  Many  times  when  I 
went  to  get  the  cow  in  the  evening  I  was  so  tired  that  I  would 

lay  down  by  the  side  of  the  road  and  rest  for  a  few  minutes o  Being 
too  poor  to  buy  boots,  I  would  irrigate  barefooted.  We  lived  m 
our  log  cabin  for  sixteen  years.  The  Lord  blessed  us  with  nine 
children,  six  boys  and  three  girls.  Ml  strong  and  healthy 
During  the  Anti-Moraion  raid,  I  was  one  day  chopping  wood  by  my 
house,  when  all  at  once  I  was  urged  by  the  Spirit  to  go  and  look 
for  my  horse,   I  went,  and  upon  returning,  I  learned  that  the 
enemies  of  the  Mormons  had  visited  my  home  to  arrest  me,  but  fail- 
ing to  find  me  they  left,, 

1898        I  was  advanced  m  the  Priesthood  to  the  office  of  a  Seventy 
on  April  1,  1898,  and  was  called  to  fill  a  Mission  to  Denmark, 
We  had  seven  children  at  that  time  and  very  little  means,  but  I 
put  my  wife  and  children  in  the  care  of  the  Lord  and  went  across  the 
ocean  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ ^  This  placed  a  great 
responsibility  upon  the  shoulders  of  my  wife,  but  we  never  regret - 
ed  making  the  sacrifice  which  this  move  cost  us,  because  we  both 
gained  many  experiences  and  received  blessings  from  the  Lord. 

1900         I  returned  from  the  Mission  field  in  the  spring  of  1900,  and 
together  we  took  up  the  burden  of  rearing  our  family  and  teaching 
them  the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  We  built  a  new  home  on  the 
south  east  comer  of  the  160  acres.  Our  youngest  son  Earl  Eugene 
was  bom  m  this  home,. 

1915    March  13,  1915  -  I  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  a  High  Priest. 

1918         Peter  J.  and  Conrad  were  both  drafted  into  the  army,  and  both 
went  to  France,  but  both  returned  home  without  injury  or  harm. 
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1922        One  of  the  saddest  experiences  in  my  life  was  the  passing 
of  my  wife  into  the  world  beyond,'  but  it  was  the  Lord's  will. 
She  died  November  17,  192Z.  This  was  a  severe  trial  for  me. 

1926        May  4,  1926  -  I  married  Elsie  Kommuller  m  the  Salt  Lake 
City  Temple.  She  is  a  convert  from  Germany.  They  have  been  a 
faithful  and  a  hard  working  couple  in  the  Ward  and  Church, 
serving  in  many  positions.  Uncle  Hans  as  teacher  in  many  classes 
Superintendent  of  M.I. A.  three  or  four  times,  and  Counselor  two 
times  in  M.I. A.  Aunt  Elsie,  as  we  learned  to  call  her,  served 
as  teacher,  as  Primary  President,  and  as  President  of  the  Relief 
Society.  IVherever  she  was  called,  she  always  did  a  good  job. 
A  more  faithful  couple  you  don't  find.  They  could  always  be 
found  ready  to  do  their  share  or  more.  We  all  loved  and  appre- 
ciated them  very  much. 

1943         In  1943  they  sold  their  farm  and  home  in  Salem  to  their  boys 
and  bought  a  home  in  Rexburg,  where  they  enjoyed  life  together 

1949     until  his  life  ended  or  closed  August  20,  1949.  We  will  always 
remember  him  as  an  honest,  upright,  and  God  fearing  man.  He  was 
a  good  citizen  leaving  a  good  clean  name  to  his  posterity.  May 
we  all  be  worthy  to  meet  and  live  with  him  in  Eternity. 

1971        We  all  join  in  wishing  Aunt  Elsie  a  good  and  joyous  holiday 
season.  May  the  Lord's  blessings  be  with  her  always.  Salem  Ward. 
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Salem  Ward  History  1971 

1971        This  has  been  a  good  year  for  the  Ward,  everything  seems 
to  be  going  along  forward  in  a  good  way^   It  has  been  a  good 
year  for  the  farmers  so  far.  Crops  are  looking  good,  and  we 
have  plenty  of  water  this  year. 

September  -  We  are  having  some  trouble  harvesting,  and  quite 
a  bit  of  rain.  All  grain  crops  are  harvested.  We  had  an 
early  frost,  killing  the  potato  vines,  and  making  the  harvest 
easier. 

October  1  -  Having  a  very  heavy  snow  storm,  causing  quite  a 
lot  of  damage  to  the  trees  by  breaking  the  limbs  off.  Any 
crops  standing  were  laid  flat  on  the  ground.  The  electric 
power  was  off  for  about  three  hours.   In  some  areas  there  was 
a  lot  of  damage  to  the  potatoes  by  frost,  and  some  were  never 
harvested.  The  sugar  beets  were  badly  damaged  also,  with  a 
loss  to  the  growers. 

October  17  ^  18  -  Rain  and  snow.  We  have  had  a  lot  of  snow  so 
far  this  fall,  and  by  Thanksgiving  we  had  8  inches.  I  measured 
it  myself  in  our  yard. 

December  -  The  big  news  is  the  weather,  snow  and  more  snow, 
December  2  -  Three  degrees  below  zero,  four  inches  of  snow,  and 
snowing,  December  3  -  Four  below,  six  inches  of  snow.  December 
4  -  snow  and  wind.  Sunday  morning  -  December  5  -  snowing  and 
blowing.  We  can't  get  out  of  our  yard  to  go  to  Church,  There 
are  drifts  about  two  feet  deep,  about  15  inches  deep  on  the 
level.  December  6  -  more  snow  and  wind  from  the  south,  late 
afternoon,  wind  changed  and  came  from  the  north.  The  thermom- 
eter started  down.  December  8  -  Good  morning  what?  K.R.X.K. 
hold  everything- -20  below  zero  in  Rexburg--30  below  at  the  Stud 
Saw  Mill  at  St,  Anthony.  December  8  -  Wednesday  -  Now  that  did 
it- -I  had  to  put  on  my  coat  and  wann  up  the  typewriter,  I  even 

had  to  get  the  dictionary Well,  it  was  by  the  heat 

vent.  December  9  -  Thursday  -  We  found  a  real  old  blizzard 
this  morning,  snowing  and  blowing.  No  school  in  Sugar  Salem, 
no  school  in  Madison.  The  snow  is  about  18  inches  deep,  but 
it  is  warmer,  16  degrees  above  zero.  Storm  quit  about  5  o'clock. 
Now  the  stars  are  shining.  What  will  tomorrow  bring.  Good  night? 
December  10  -  Well,  today  we  are  digging  out  back  to  school  today 
for  most  students.   It  is  calm  and  cloudy,   5:30  -  It  didn't  last 
About  4  o'clock  another  storm  moved  in  from  the  south,  bringing 
snow  and  wind.   It  was  not  so  bad,  it  only  lasted  a  few  hours. 
December  11  -  Saturday  -  A  fair  day  with  a  little  snow  and  light 
wind.  Held  the  Relief  Society  Christmas  party  with  a  nice  supper 
and  a  good  program.  Sister  Ina  Ball  died  Friday  night  at  her 
home  in  Salem.  Funeral  will  be  Tuesday  at  1:30  in  the  Salem  Chapel 
Sunday  12  -  It  is  snowing  and  blowing.  There's  not  so  many  out 
to  Sunday  School.  There  is  quite  a  lot  of  sickness  around. 
Sunday  night,  still  snowing  and  blowing.  The  roads  are  full  of 
snow,  and  we  decided  not  to  go  to  Sacrament  Meeting  for  fear  we 
may  not  make  it  back.  No  one  has  been  down  the  road  for  quite 
awhile.  Not  so  brave  as  we  used  to  be.  How  do  you  like  that? 
Ha  Ha!  See  you  tomorrow. 

Monday  13  -  Plowed  the  roads  out,  and  it  is  keeping  the  road  crew 
busy.  During  the  night  another  storm  came  in.  Tuesday  morning  we 
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1971    have  got  a  real  blizzard  going  nowc.  They  plowed  the  roads  out 
again  today. 

Saturday  18  -  we  have  had  three  days  without  a  storm.  Today 
the  sun  has  been  shining  most  of  the  day,  but  we  had  quite  a 
lot  of  fog  this  morning 0 

December  22  -  Last  night  we  held  the  annual  Ward  Christmas 
party,  with  a  visit  from  Santa  Claus.  This  morning  we  were 
greeted  by  another  snow  stoim.  Yesterday  I  received  a  picture 
taken  in  the  old  Rock  Church  House- --Looking  from  the  audience 
at  the  choir  and  stand.  This  picture  was  taken  some  time  after 
1906.  We  have  had  nice  weather  this  week.  Christmas  was  a 
beautiful  day,  sun  shining  and  warme  It  started  to  rain  in  the 
evening.  IVhat  was  that  flash  lighting  up  the  night,  and  that 
big  noise?  Now  I  have  seen  about  everything!  Rain,  thunder, 
and  lightning  on  Christmas  night.  The  day  after  Christmas  was 
Sunday,   It  was  snowing  and  blowing.  We  got  stuck  in  the  snow 
and  were  pushing  and  shoveling.  Now  the  question  is,  will  we 
make  it  to  Sacrament  meeting  tonight?  Yes,  we  made  it  to  the 
meeting.   It  was  a  very  inspirational  meeting. 
December  28  -  Yesterday  I  received  some  important  information 
about  the  young  men's  and  young  ladies'  M.IoA=  from  Sister 
Mildred  Hogge  Tanner.  Thanks  a  lot  Mildreds 

December  30  -  Well  we  had  another  snow  stoim,  about  four  inches, 
making  about  24  inches  again  and  cold.  I  think  I  shall  copy  the 
above  letter  into  our  Ward  history  so  you  may  know  some  of  the 
problems  we  find, 

4545  S.  2760  E.  Salt  Lake  City 
Utah   84117 


Dear  Frank, 

I  went  to  the  Church  Library  today,  and  examined  Ward 
historical  records  which  the  M.I. A.  I  read  everything  from 
1914    1914  to  1924.  Some  years  were  missing  entirely,  some  minutes 
were  so  sketchy  and  poorly  written  that  they  really  gave  no 
info rmat ion o 

Very  few  references  were  made  to  changes  of  officers, 
yet  different  names  appeared  as  Presiding  and  Conducting,.   I 
assume  that  these  people  would  be  Presidents  or  Counselors „ 
Each  time  a  new  name  appears,  I  note  it„ 

1914  first  entry  m  1914 --no  month- -Hans  C.  Hansen  ~  Presiding, 
Christian  Mortensen  -  second  Counselor,  and  Walter  Muir  - 
Conducting,  I  couldn't  tell  if  he  was  an  officer. 

1915  September  23  -  President  -  James  W.  Phillips  Presiding,  Coun- 
selor -  Peter  Mortensen  Conducted,  and  G.  Bohi  -   Secretary. 

President  Sarah  B.  Harris,  Counselors- -Lucinda  Stephensen  and 
Anna  Jacobsen,  and  Secretary  Luella  Harris.  The  above  people 
Presided  and  Conducted  until  December  1915.  On  this  date,  J. 
W„  Phillips  and  officers  were  released,   New  officers  Set  apart 
at  this  time  were  John  Hegsted  as  President,  Peter  Mortensen  as 
first  Counselor,  D.  Rolla  Harris  as  second  Counselor,  Go  Bohi  as 
Secretary,  Victor  Bell  as  Assistant  Secretary,  and  George  Roylance 
as  chorister. 
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1915    One  entry  shows  Joseph  E.  Jensen  Presiding c  No  other  clues 

as  to  his  date  or  position.  A  note  on  the  back  cover  of  this 
book  without  date  states  Nettie  Belnap  was  Set  apart  by  De  Ro 
Harris  as  second  Counselor,  Malinda  Bell  as  "Aid"  by  J,  F. 
Shirley,  Nothing  in  1916,  1917,  or  1918.  The  next  book, 

1919  1919  -  1920.  H.  P.  Jensen  Presided,  Dollie  Jensen  Conducted, 
November  -  Hyrum  Dillie  Presided  and  Conducted.  December  28  - 

1920  David  Archibald  Presided  and  Conductedc  January  15  -  Myrtle 
Mortensen  Presided  and  Conducted,  February  15  -  Rachel  Dillie 
Presided  and  Conducted.  February  -  David  Archibald  Presided 
and  Nfyrtle  Mortensen  Conducted.  These  names  appear  to  the 
end  of  this  book.  Apparently  nothing  for  1921-1922.  Next 

1923  book,  1923-1924.  August,  no  dates,  Annie  Mortensen  Presided 
and  Conducted.  Orlando  Jensen  Presided  and  Conducted, 
September  21  -  William  Muir  Presided,  and  Lester  Williams 
Conducted.  September  -  Lily  Archibald  Conducted.  Mrs.  J. 
Worlton  Conducted,  Sister  Jessie  Willis  Conducted,  and  Sister 
J.  Worlton  Conducted,  Although  Chancy  Hansen  hadn't  been 

1924  shown  as  an  officer,  January  13  he  was  released^  and  Aaron 
Hansen  was  Sustained  as  second  Counselor,  The  next  new  name 
came  on  January  13,  1924  as  Sister  Linda  Eddington  Conducted. 
On  the  back  cover  of  this  book,  no  dates- -Lily  Archibald 
released,  and  Jessie  Willis  Sustained.  For  (?)  Lillian 
Johnson  was  Sustained.  For  (?)  Thanks.  End  of  Letter. 

Quite  often  we  find  Sister  Mirtie  Mortensen' s  name  appearing 
as  Myrtle  Mortensen.  I  am  sure  you  may  find  mistakes  and  errors 
in  these  records,  at  least  you  may  think  so,  but  we  have  tried 
hard  and  copied  what  we  found.  If  you  find  mistakes  in  the 
spelling,  don't  blame  this  typewriter,  it  only  strikes  when  it 
is  punched.  Ha  Ha!  Good  night c  Well  did  you?  Did  you  what? 
Have  a  good  night? 

Good  morning.  Well  old  1971  has  about  had  it.  Generally  it 
has  been  a  good  year  for  most  of  the  Ward  and  not  a  great  deal 
of  sickness.  We  all  join  in  expressing  our  thanks  and  best  wishes 
to  our  Bishopric,  Gaylen  Fuller,  Verd  Mortensen,  Glade  Wasden,  and 
all  the  Clerks.  Also  all  the  Ward  officers  and  teachers c  May 
the  coming  year  be  a  good  one. 

December  31,  1971  -  9:30  p.m.  -  There  is  only  Ih  hours  left 
in  this  year,  so  I  shall  try  to  bring  these  records  up  to  date. 
According  to  the  weather  statistics,  December  has  made  an  all 
time  record  since  they  started  keeping  records  back  m  the  1880 's 
or  there  about.  We  have  had  more  snow  and  colder  temperature 
this  December  than  any  other  December.  The  weatherman  even  gave 
us  some  fireworks  for  Christmas  night.  Thunder  and  lightning. 

As  we  come  to  the  close  of  the  old  Year  (1971)  and  the  beginning 
of  the  New  Year  (1972),  I  think  about  this... 


Continued  on  next  page... 
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Would  I  Hire  Me 


I  seated  myself  m  the  Boss's  Chair 

*  To  take  a  close  look  at  me, 
And  as  I  studied  the  Chap  he  Hired 

Do  I  like  the  things  I  see? 
Am  I  the  person  I  would  Hire 

If  I  sat  here  all  the  day? 
Am  I  on  the  leuel- honest -square 

Worth  all  my  weekly  Pay? 


As  I  study  me  at  the  Boss's  Desk 

Knowing  me  through  and  Through 
Would  I  choose  Myself  to  work  for  me 

If  I  had  a  job  to  do? 
Do  I  think  I  owe  Myself  a  Raise? 

Have  I  done  my  job  that  Well? 
I  Question  myself  about  Myself 

What  do  my  answers  tell? 


Am  I  really  do in  a  real  good  Job 

for  my  Boss,  who's  really  Me? 
Or  must  I  admit  down  deep  inside 

I'm  not  all  that  I  might  Be? 
I'm  only  fooling  myself  that's  sure 

And  being  far  from  wise 
If  I  don't  study  the  real  Me 

As  if  through  the  Boss's  EyeSo 
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Left  to  ritni.  i>'avia  i^eison  Ist.Counseicr 
First   Bishop   of  Salem  George  H.E.Harris 
Augustus  W.Belnap  2nd   counselor  reolacing 
Henry  Wilson,    in  I890. 
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Bishop  George  Hogg 


Bishop  Hogg  Family. 


r  It.v, 


cro<.  n 


57 


Bishop  Tanner  Family 


SALEM  .VA/D  --^LIE?    -OCIETY  .-aESIDENTS 


1.   Martha  V/ard 
1885 


kh 


feB,% 


2.  Helena  Flamm  Jensen 
1897 


1 


Marths.  Ann  Jensen 
3  -  190^ 
6  -  1922 


4,  Evelyn  worlton 
1912 


7.  l-^rtle  Wasden 
1927 


8.  Elsie  K.  Jensen 
1929 


9.  Emily  Kooe 
1937 


Eulalia  Worlton 
IC  -  1938 
12  -  1942 


5,  Kary  Ward,  i}icutre  not  available,  1V17 
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11.      i'sther  Jlilton 
19^0 


12.  Einna  Was  den,  Eulalia  Worlton,  Anita 
Mortensen,  Lillie  Archibald,  1942 


13.  Mary  3hirley 
1943 


14.  Iris  Birch 
1945 


15.  .Anita  Morten.^en,  Thelr:a  Hope, 

Lucy  Withers,  Kable  Belnao,  1946 


16.  Ina  Ball,  Jennie  lindlisbache 
Mildred  Mortens en «  Milrhea 
Bag ley,  1949 
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17.    Zeld-^   >io 'tensen,    Lottie  Shir 
:-feble   7alentine,1957 


Li'i^en 


18.  Zelda  Kortensen,  Lottie  Shirley, 
Aft  on  .^nderson^  Mabel  Belna:^,  1961 


19.  Joleen  Summer,  Jennie  -.indlisbacher , 
Vema  Shirley,  Ina  Bail,  1963 


2C.  levla.   Archibald,  Valene  Withers 

Darletta  ."'owell,  Bonnie  Munns,  196$ 


22.  Ruia  1 'rice, Zelda  Mortens en, 
1968.  Bonnie  Muns, Jennie  Rindlisbacher 


21,V/illa  Bagley,Thelma  Hansen, 

Varna  Stanger,  Mary  Withers,  196? 
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23.    Jarleno  Clark,   P.dna   Puller,    Janrx 
Chilli  OS,    Afton  Wisden.     1970 


James  Olsen 


James  Olsen  Home 


L-R.  Mabel, Ella.  Violet,  Irvin  Qlsen 


61    otanding  James  Olsen,  Olena  Olson  Anuerson 
Front  Peter  and  Christena  Olsen 


^  f 


i*. 


'J^'^f'Z 


*♦ 


-^^^£ 


Richard  Lee  Called  Beaver  ^ick  and  Family 


k^7^'  "-.'^ 


•**..:>■• 


'      >v 
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Betty, Hyrum, Grace, Gertie, Bill 


»,  V 


Gertie  &  Hyrum  Bohi 


Bohi 


I 

Joe, Alvin, Edwin, Saran  Bohi. 


.-■  ;t- 
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f  - 


:^ :    -^ 


an  &  Cecelia  Anderson    And  Their  Home  first  the  log  part 


Hagan  k   Cecelia  Anderson  Family 
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Kathleen  Laverty 


William  J.  La very  &  Wife  Mary 


The  Mule,Lto  R  ,Willie,  Kathleen  Laverty, 
Hugh. 


Kathleen,  Mary. Hugh, The  boys  Mother  Mrs 
John  Lavery,Willie.Lavery. 


Kathleen  Laverty 


William  Lavery 


^ 
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This  a  picture  inside  the  Harris  ic   Co.  Store.  Left  to  right. Fritz  Emile 
Perrnoud,  Charley  Wevjby,  Wells  Grover,  Ester  Jensen  (Hilton)  Lizzie  Woods, 
Nettie  Anderson  (Belnap)  Bernice  Harris, &  Agnefi  Harris. 


/ 


HAR«tS  &  CO 

MCRCHAMDISC 


s~. 


The  little  store  was  the  first  one.  owned  and  operated  by  Ceorge  Henry  Abbot 

Harris.  Who  was  the  father  of,  George  H.P.Harris, Bernice,  and  Gyrus, 
67     ., James  L.  Parwin  H.  all  of  Salem,  and  others. 


The  Sarah  Bohi  home 


Sarah  3ohi 


Ward  Potato  cutters 


PI 


nj"* 


^ 


Home  Sweet  riome 


Standing  by  the  old  pole  fence 


b8 


Spining  Wheel 


AS  been  to  day 


North  Salem  School 


nd  Hill  Party  in  Winter  ^ 
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Haying 


"** 


THREE  aBKERATlONS  OF  ARCHIBAUDS'  IN  S'ALEM 


^ 


^ 


Homeste-  '     -    of  U883 


♦^ 


I 


Tallie  <^  David 

Bishop  1930-35 


Robert  Russell  and   Isabellj 


R.ob'^rt       I  Reo 


Salem  Boy  Scouts  Visiting 
Yellowstone  Park  192U 
Tower  Falls, Lone  Star  Geyser 
i\ngels  Terrace  Mammoth 
Old  Faithful  Geyser 


rr 


^i^^4mt 
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The  Behive  Girls  At   Idaho   Falls 
L.D.S.   Temple 


Ball  Team 


Young  Marrieos 
Zeruah,Ludean,Nelda 


v>^~ 


Mabel  .,  1  REMiMBER  WHEN  ?. 


a 


Noon  time  in  the  Desert 


Primary  Girls  and  Teachers 


1957  WARD  POTATO  PROJECT 
73 


Anyone  i^ant  to  help  work 
the  garden  ? 


Eli  Hope  vrith  his  loa  1  of  logs  that  was  used  for  ..heat 


.^:^*i*i^*** 


ir;* 


Kli  Hope  family  tronping  the  load  of  hay 
Jewel  Withe  s  loadinrr  the  waf'on. 


The  old  fashion  way  of  putting  up  hay 


74 
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Front  row  from  left  to  rieht 
Ivan,   Jennie,   jmily,   ^i/' 
Back  row  :1osh  Lester,  Arthur 
GjCastJiQpfL ._ * 


IstRow  L-R  Fannie, Clarence, Jim,William,Elzada,John. 
Back  row, Florence, .\nnabelle,Eli,Hattie       Hope 


Jennie,    'A,  Wilma,  Norma    tindlisbacher 


Ward  Project 


\ 


Ed  and  Wilma  Rindlinbacher 
on  the  thrasher 


'ousc  noving  -oino  lor  ArLnur  uope 
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Samuel  Gerber 


Marie  ^e.  -  ._ 


Freeman  D.  &  Eliza  Higley 


Glen, Keith, Erma,Darletta,Valera,Bernece,lrvin 
John  (k   Thelma  Ball 


John  &  Frederika  Young 


Sunday  School  Class 

Teachers  William  Muir,  Charley  Newby 


John,Harriet, Fred, James,  Charley 
75    Rachel, Flornce, Joe.  Ball 


Myrtle  i  Joe  3ohi 


Leslie  &c   £th  ellynn  Shirley  Family 


Bruce  &  Lolita  Shirley  Family 


Linden 
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John  ic  Thelma  Bali 
Over  50  years  together 


Abe  Sc  Rose  James 


George  ^   Edith  beinap 
Over  50  years  together 


LtR, Annie  &  J.Henry  Harris, 
Floetta  Fullmer 


Fremont  &  Golda  Fullmer 
Over  50  years  together 


back  row  1  -K  Ella,  Kathleen,  hulala,  He( 
g^  front,  Frank,  Mabel,  Golda,  Fremont 


^^^^^^^^r    i/T^r.+  phar)  hur^Tf^^   L-R,Back  row, Pat  Boone, Lawrence  Coats, Blair 

1st  row  L.R.Jaiv-n.Klint,Cnad,Aucirea       viaine   Sherrv  -^olene  Dan  

2nd,  Val  &  Sandra  Ball  Front.i^laine,  bnerry,.oiene,uan. 


1st  row,Rashelle,Kami,Marci 
2nd     "  Kaye,&  Glade  Was den 


Cheryl  Ann,  Wendelyn,Tneron,negii:a,  xrent, 
Hollie,Lynette,Ralene,Deloris  £c  Dean  Birch 


Jason, Brett  on  laps 
Cathy  &  Lor in  Harris 
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Back  row,L-R,  Merill, Cheryl, Charles  Jr. 
Front, Wayne,  Mabel  !k   Charles  Valentine, 


Mr.&  Mrs  iian^  .^eils  &  Daughter  V 


era 


Janette  Shirley 
Lavina  Johnson 


Bishops  Worlton, Shirley, Larsen, 
Belnap,  Mortensen 


Kyle  And  Phill  Out  for  a  Cutter  ride 


Laura  &:   lildoris  Loveland  Family 
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Backaow:    liO.  ace   :loDe--ts,    Lucy  and  CJrant  -.oven, 
Edith  and  Doll ie  Jensen,   Lo -enzo  and  3i;thel  Barley 
Center  Row:   Cha/les  Hilton,    Dessie  and  Orrin 
Wn.lters,    Vida  and  Alvin  Jensen,    Ida  and  V/ill  Harris 
Front  Row:   Erastus  Jensen,   Esther  Hilton,   Joe 
I'krtha  Ann,   and  Clem  Jensen,    Louie  Roberts 


>krtha  Ann  and 
Erastus   Jensen 


The  Erastus  Jensen  j'aniily 
Back  Row:   Alvin,   Ethel,   Ida,   Clem,  Esther, 

Louise (Louie) 
>ont  Row: Joe,    Lucy,   I-k^tha  Ann,   Dessie 


Jensen 


George   r'. 
Ward. 


~i::.c  or  tie  George  ?.   '^'ard  Family 
ront  Row:   Kartha   Ann  ..'ard  Jense, 
...iry  Ellen  "^rd   .-Jilliar^,   C-eorge 
W.rd,    Sennie  Neils  en  ./ard  (third 
lie),    Lorenso  K.  '..'ard. 
>cond  Row:   VJilliam   Albert.. .ard, 
harles   Hober  V/ard,    Lucy  Ann  Jard 
Curtiss,   Rosazeny  ".  VJard  Cox, 
I'lary  v;ard  Judy,    Alice  Jane  A.    ^'arc 
..oy lance,   WilJord  N.    Jard 
I^ck  Row,   Edmond  A.   v,'ard,   Clements 
George  ^-^ard,   Alfred  !I.  Ward. 
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'Urst  1st  row,   Verd   ,Troy,ron.na  ,Gaylene 
?nd,Duane,Kennith,Verlin, Darwin, Donetta, 

Morten sens 


i^-r..  rront  Jixie,  Back, Margie, 
3ert  <Sc  Deloha,  Kay,  Jensen 


Hans  (k  vv'ylene  Jensen 
Brian,  Tamera  Kay 


r> 


Back  row, Randy, Mar la, Kelly, Ann, Hex. 
Tammy , uamona, J ' Lene , Afton , Shellie . 
Tracy        CanglaT  Was;^en 


Rita  and  Tom  Crapo  and  Carolyn 
Frontj  Carmen  and  Carolyn 


Lrsneva  ine 

. eterson 
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Arv^s  2*k   Harriet  Lucretia  Welsh  Dillie 
First  oupt.  Salem  SnnHa-^r  q,^v.^/>t 


Dillie  Sisters 
Cindy,  Nancy  and  Maude  , 


Hans  k  JArs   Hegsted 
Hans  C. Parents 


First  Bridge  Made  of  Poles 


Elsie  K.&  Hans  Peter  Jensen 
Hans  William, I-fyrna  Kay 


Luella  Birch, -i  Family. 

Floyd, Delia, Dewey, Hans  William 


Hans  C,&  Mae  Walker  Hegsted 
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irst  Meeting  House  on  the  Towns ite  (SiiLEM)  Second  Meeting  House  on  townsite  (Model 
it  was  moved  and  used  as  a  Stable 


Dirt 


roof  School  to  this 


iMlliillill 


,!•  %v 


This  ^5  the  fourth  Ileeting  House  Built  in  Salem 

The  first  and  second  were  about  alike  only  one 

teas  made  of  quaking  aso^n  logs  and  were  much  larger 


George  H.A.Harris  built  the  first 
store  in  Salem. And  was  one  of  the 
first  school  teachers  in  Salem 


Our  Prenent  Chapel 
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Elain,Mary,  Verlaii^vans j  Verla  Jean,  Judy 
Wilford  John,Kennith  Glenn, Robert  Glenn 
Price 


Margo,Boyd,Lu  Dean,Deaan 
Rula  k  Austin  Price 

k            ^^^^H 

1                                    i^lHBl.^^^ 

ft           n     r    Ti 

'     Wp^^^^^H 

fa 


Bobby,  Hie  ky,  Kay  lene,r.ar  en 
Robert  &  fllizabeth  Powell 


L.H.  Bruce  L,  Vern  L, Harlow  Cornell 
Farrel,  Vernal  Monroe,  June  k   Vern 
Davidson 


Layle,Joan,Lane,Alen,Glenda  Bagley     1st  row. Rella, Grace  k   Forland  Mortensen 

2nd  "  Ladene,Vera  Mae,Carma,Rosena,Ted, 
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Back  Gary, Glen 

Gaylin,&  Edna  Fuller  David 
Alan,  Mark 


Front,  Parle ti a, Penny,  Thon,riryan 
Shellie,   Sandra,  Powell's 


Kirby,Karlene, Dean, Jaren, Justin 
Darris,Margo,  Mc  For land 


Back  row  L---H  Jerry, Arlen, John, Michael 
FTont  Mildred,  U von, Sharon, Verno,C. - 

L^oxte"'^"'^.  ^a'^ily 


Kennith  Phillips, °hill  Worlton 
Layle  Bagley,2nd,Ed  Rindlisbacher, 
Gordon  Shirley, Austin  Price,Thon  Powell 
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1st  row, Lorene, David, Brenda, Bonnie  Yazzie 
2nd  rQw, Blaine, Jay, Kennith  .y  Janet 
Kennith  Jr.. La  Rae,  Phillips 


BacK,    Jim  it  Pat  Nilsson 
Kevin , Terr i , Tami,   Kara 


L-R,Krist, Hindi  Jo,Kennith  Jonn,Kerri  .<ay 
Lesli  Ann,  John  Charyl  Price 


konaid  u   Milnrea  Hill 


i^ejaara ,  i^owe  11,  Olive  ,Mae ,  Jonn , 
Harold,  Wasden's 


L-ti  Michael, Valene,^  Bert  Witners 
Susan,  Jana  Lee, 


Fred  <Sc  Milhrea,Bagley 
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ohia  &  Charles  Valentine-,   and  Ross 
Myrtie,  Jessie,  Bert,  Susan,,  and  Sadie!  H 


Pec'er  &  Karen  Karie  Mortens^n  with  Peter  and 
Chris  en  lap.  3aBCl«  Christina,  Morten,.  Jim, 


-:oL^om:  Rose,  Beri/,   aiiu  oo'^nxd.  Valentine   (Mother) 
ToptSusan   "f"-'  Vvrtie 


,  I 


Sheila     Smith  Young 

harlea  &  Sarah  Sophiae  (Loveland)  Va:lentine   ^„j^ 
Dau:  Myrtie  and  S'adie.  Son:  Bert. 


/f//-7/ 


j) 


Karen  Marie  smd  son 
im  dhris.  and  Pete,    ■  Chris     Mortensen, 


^hris  &  Myrtle  Mortensen  family:   :Mby, 
Charley,.  Orv^,  LeRoy,  Star.ley,  Eva,| 

Venice*       '..■  ... 


yjou  7.  /9J  <?, 


Vern  ?i  Vonda  Stnith 


Chris 


^«.f^ 


I  Vonda,  Maj  Mortunasn, 
J  .-iuoy,  and  Evr,.  ' 


jj|B^Bf***BBRBS^W^^-*flBi 
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Front  row  from  left  to  rif^bt  Robert, 
Michael,   James,  Back  row  lioSv^^Jean 


Walter  ffi  Margaret  ,    ^        Margare-t 


96 


I VI 


Peter  &  Annie   vHarris.)  Mortensent  Faa-rell,  Flarfndo,| 

Lamont,   Reulah,  2ulah 


iortens^.y  Sffma^  Gerald,.  Floyd, 


h 


k 


'Clifford 


Orval  &  Janet  (Roylancee)  Mortensen: 
Leah^  Lila,  S'tanley,  Grant,B^  ^ 

Max  ^f.   Maxine,  LaTIore, 


\  I  n 


Charley  h.  Pearl  Mortensen:  Da^Iiece,* 
jrbara,   Chris,  Jay,   Perry,  Gene,  Eva-,  Von. 


%  I 


ilcorus  &  Laura  Loveland :  Esurl,   Bert,   Edith,.  Ethel,. 
Oliver y  Orval,   Lorin,.  Delphae  Bessie, 


^.. 


in^r? 


'.V 


LcxRoy  &  Leona  Mortensen:  Keith,  Donna, 
Rulon,  Myrtie  Lou,  Lorin,  Mary  Jane,  Leon, 


.\ 


/T 


i 


rw?*j 


> 


Bert  h  ManervsB  Valentine: 
Evelyn,  Blsanche,  Mabel,  Theoraj 
Faye ,  lev  Florence , 


^^-^1 


Von  h  Evelyn  Cooper 
I  boys  B r en  t  a  nd   Blair , 


Myrtie  Mortensen  &  family:   Ruby  .  &  Ed  Jenkins    %   ' 
LeRoy  &  Leonar,   Eva  h  Ross  Jolley,   Venice  WiUlair  ;   J 


^rley  h  Pearl,   Orval  *  Janet.  |  Orv»l  P.   Mortensen 

and   Vonda  Stnlth,  ,      ^    *        r,^  a     -w^*» 

<nd   sister  Vonda  obith 


L^ 


iV' 


i^  -:l 


k^^^^'JI'i  Myrtie  amd  Minnie, 


»^ 


■^ 


Thr;  pirls  and   Charles  Valentine, 


9  7 


Vern  Smith  mowin.-;  hay. 


\lma  H.    Lsrsrn, 
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Grand  Daughter .Thelma, Mabel, Evelyn, Martha, 
James, T,  Evelyn  Grover  Worlton. Lizzie, 
Clara,  V/m  Joel  V/orlton. 


L.R.Val,l'Iarcia,Donna,Joyce.Haurine, 
Joe  k   Ina  Ball 


Patty, Todd,' .Rodney  Shirley 


standing  L.R.Valene,bernel, Phyllis, 
Garen, Rhea, Setting, Fremont  Golda  Fullmer 


Charlotte,  Rhonda  Lee  Woodruff 
Howard  &  Darlene  Clark 


Debbie, Sid, Judy 

Karen , Boyd , Joleon , Kent , Summers 


99 


James  P. 


Caroline 


Front  row  l-"-R.  Bertha, Mae, Thelma,  Alice  ,^ 
Edward, , Rudolph, Eva. Back  row, Mabel, Lillie, Emma, 


Eaiala,  James  P.,  Caroline  and  Orlando 
I         Jensen's 


Hitching  Post  in  front 
Rock  Church  House 


Heber  and  Alice  Roylance 


£i  i-C> 


lst,row.L-"-R, Marie, Vera  Lu,Effie  Mother 

2nd  row, Creed, Beryl,Lela,Myra,Leland  Father 

3rd  r ow, Max, Verd, Lamar,   Mortensen.^'s 
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Back  r. Ellen  Marie,  Arlene, Carol, Linda, Charlotte  rorland  cc  Grace  iiorLensen 
Veda  Jean, Jim, Annis, Kendall, Kaud,Maryanna       50  th.  Wedding  Day 

Mortens en 


Maria  H.James  P. 

Mortensen 


K'Lyn,Jace,Mindy,Thella  6c  Ted. 
Mortensen 


James  P. Mortensen  Home. 


Back  L-R  Lyle, Martin  David,  Debra, 
Corene,  FYont,  Ilene,Dora  &  Martin 
Harris      , Peggy 
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The  Lo  -enao  -agley  Family 
Front  Row,  Kyron,  ^kurice,  ^^t)  el,  .ten,  Cloy,  Loa 

and  ^uenton 
Back  .-.owj  Vesta,  VaUj-bn,  J-ile,  /ivan,  Beth. 


Bruce 

Uonna,   Brian,Melvin 

F.Eckman 

Tl 

m 

1 

^■kg^F^ 

"^^^F 

L^      J 

^■^^  ^^^H 

ri^A 

j^L^ 

1 

i 

y 

1 

Vs 

1 

Raymond 

&  Orpha 

She It  ( 

Dn 

The  Vivin  2ag;  -y  ^'a-i.  ^ 
Front:  Lona,  Joy,  Treeva 
Center,  V/illa  L   Vivan 

Back:   C^ 


LjTiette   ;v  G^ne 
etejson 


BSniTie"  Ymi^VWnonda  "Lee  vJoodru] 
Pat  Boone. 
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L-"R;Back,  Marvin  Nelson  , Flint, Quade. 
Front, Melodi, Crystal, La  Tawna, Beverly, Dust in 


Fred,  Clara, Shirley  Family 
Lottie 


Lee  &  Mila  Harris 


» 


i^'lmer  &  Viola  Belnap 


Ciotbfried  and  Anna  Klin^^^ler  l-amily 


Back, row,  Ellis  Withers  ,Sheri 

Vic)ci, Mary, Kevin,  Shane 
103 


"Salem  Ward   1972  boun^erys 


Harry 


Martin 


Newbold  Mortensen 


Mother 


188U 


James  P, 
Jensen 

i88a 


James  P. 
Mortensen 
13814 


Thomas 

McMinn 

1879 


Alnry 
Roy lance 


William 
A.Judy 


William 

McMinn 

1879 


Harvey 
Roy lance 


Alfred 
Hansen 


Heber 
Roylance 


George 
Petersen 


Thomas 
George 
Williams 


1 

Innman 


Alfred 
Ward 


George  P. 
Ward 


Hans  P. 
Jensen 


Linzamen  l88h 
Layman 


Edward 
Larsen 

1883 


Ellington 
Smith 


Fremont   Madison 


William 
Lavery 


John  R, 
Barber 


Pete 
Elliot 


County  Line 


Tillie 
Larsen 


Luke 

Lavery 

1838 


John 
Lavery 


Hag  an 
Anderson 
1892 


Nephi 
Anderson 


Luke 

Lavery 

1888 


Arvis  C. 

Dillie 
1883 


Joseph 
Larsen 
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Hagan 
An-'^erson 
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Of 

V) 

o 


-OX 


CD 
I-' 
0) 
O 

D 


B.J. 
Lavery 


Bill 
Judy 


Jacob 

:;-Beck 


^John   R. 
2  Barber 


Edward 
Butler 


Hans  P 
Hansen 


Charles 

L  ^Qgg  _ 
Wells 

Cheney 


Salem  Sugar  Highway 


U .  K.  J  • 
Harris 


►3d 

g-  George 

'^  Harris 
^  1391 


Andrew 
Hansen 


Fredrick  James 


Klingler 
189U 


Hope 


James  H, 
Wilson 
1883 


James 
Harris 


Amos 
Virgin 


Walter 
Muir 


George 
H.B. 
Harris 
1883 


— Moody  -Highway 


Tom 
Rowbery 


The  Homes teade 


This  sheet  was  prepare; 
by"-Reo  Archibald 


Robert 
Russell 
Archibald 


